A1 8 "eg * O . in compoſing - 
the following pages, was to enſtruct, 
rather than to entertain, ſhe entreats her 
readers not to expect extravagance of 
character, or variety of incident. Writ- 
ing profeſſedly for the inexperienced 8 
part of her own ſex, ſhe thought it 
more adviſeable to deſeribe life as they 
are likely to find it, than to adorn it 8 
with thoſe gaudy and romantic colouts = 
in which it is commonly depicted. 
She wiſhes. to convince them, that it 
is but ſeldom that they will be catled © 
forth to perform high acts of heroig ©» ll 
excellence, but that they will be . daily 
required to exert thoſe humble dutieg * - 
and ſocial virtues, wherein the chief | 


p R E F Ac r. 
part r- bar merit and dur happineſs 
FORO. 


* 
90 


* 


Great a ſudden e x 3 
are not frequent ; yet little diſappoint- 
ments hourly occur, which fall with the 
greateſt ſeverity on thoſe, whoſe amia- 
ble, though dangerous enthuſiaſm, in- 
duces them to expect too wöch. and t to. 


feel too e 179 „ 22 


Ant 


To counteract the evils incident to 
the romantic concluſions which youth” 
are apt to form ; to place the maternal | 
charafter in a dignified and pleaſing - 
point of view, and to ſecure bappiheſs, 
dy removing thoſe capricious deſires 
which undermine content, is the chief 
deſign of the author. Conſcious of 
many defects in the execution, ſhe en- 


treats all the indulgence which candour 
will allow. 20 N 63 | 
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1 did not think;*-reptied*1; 
r 


her * 8 


& You may put 1 in the 
fire,” ſaid my friend, © not a ſoul will read 


it; ao do you think will be intereſted in 
| the fate of a girl, whom they do not know to 
1 be handſome and elegant? | 


I anſwered; * ſhe ſhall be fimple in her 
manners, gentle in her diſpoſition, poſſeſſed _ 
of an improved- mind, and a benevolent 
heart. Her fortitude ſhall be tried, her pa- 
tience exereiſed, her humility, —— 


« My dear Prudentia,” ad Men- 
1 laughing, why you are deſcribing 
the wife of Clericus, who ſtarves upon a 
Welſh curacy. Does any one care for the 
diſtreſſes of merely good ſort of people? 
_ Every body fays, we are ſorry; for them, but 
_ her nerves of pity can never be . un- 
: B | | 10 1 £ | 515 "I 
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leſs] beauty, elegance, and refinement, con- 
ſtitute the character of the ſufferers, Do 
not all novels turn upon this hinge? 


« « 1 deteſt imitation, Waagya, 1 —_ ye 
ſides It is my intention to explode thoſe. no- 


tions which novel reading in general pro- 
duces, by delineating human life in falſe 
colours, expectations are ſormed which can 
never be realized; the conſequence of which 
is, that life is begun in error, and Barr in 
diſappointment.” 1 re © 528 


> & 


« Do not you intend then, ſaid Mento- oO 
ria, © to conduct your heroine through: the i 
— trials, to wealth and felicity, and to 1 
reward her patience and humility by a fault 
* and 2 eee „„ 


« No,” aid 1, petriſhly, Fe ESI _ 
ſpirit of female pride, I do not chuſe 7 
hold up matrimony as the great 2 3 
of our ſex; I wiſh them to bk SARI. _ 
al eſteem of worthy people, and the appro-—- "> 


} * 
3 B 2 ban 
Wa hy . 7 8 p 
| 5 I e 1 »" 4-4 2 2 


08x x -- k : v4 
* IO » 23 * — Mo ” 


-bation of their own hearts, for the 'fecom- 


penſe of their merit, rather than to tht par- 8 


ticular addreſſes of a lover. Men educate 
their youth upon this prigc oP they never 
ſuy, do thus, and the ladies vill admire 
you. 
an inducement would only form a coxcomb, 
or a' petit maitre; and can we expect ay 
other, thun that our method fhould produce 
.Þ romantic prunes or a ng wy raced 


Tour intentions,” replied my friend, 
« are as romantic as thoſe which you deſign 
to eradicate; at leaſt, if improbability of ſuc- 
ceeſs conſtitutes the romantic. "Your work 


vill, I foreſee, reſt peaceibly on the Thelves _ 


of your bookſeller, unleſs you condeſcend to 
bind it in gilt paper, and ſend it into the 
world with a little alteration of its title, and 
callit The renowned Hiſtory of Miſs Williams, 
Who, by being à very good gitl, Bainetl "the 
love ef all her friends and e 1 


8 —. 


g = — 


rn D E U * REF 


* 


Indeed, we ourſelves ſhould think ſuch 


* 
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« Cannot chen, ſaid I, * nature and ſim- 
plicity pleaſe beyond the age of twelve years; 


will no one be intereſted about Polly Wil- 
hams, becauſe,” my friend at the name of _ 
Polly, laughed ſo immoderately, that i in com- 
pliance to her taſte (for ſhe is a woman of 
the world) I have adopted the name of 
Maria, and have even conſented to allow 
her beauty and elegance, leſt I ſhould not 
an 1 


J 


But eee 
of my original plan, I muſt premiſe that 
Maria's beauty was not of that ſtriking kind, 
as can create univerf#-enyy in the women, 
and adoration in the men. In ſome of her 


been equalled ; and as to her huſband, though 
not abſolutely perfect, he will be, as the 


world goes, a decent character. In fine, 1 


declare, with all the veracity ne hiſs 


ne A wks . own, and abs. 
mmm 5997 


B 3 —— 


. — 


accompliſhments too, ſhe may poſſibly have 


4 * 
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Ann, take him for all in all;/ 
*. A I 8b ene g Nast 2h 4 


But ate 7 cloſe this 8 1 vil in- 
treat thoſe readers, whom patience and cu- 
rioſity have induced to travel thus far with 

me, to peruſe once more my title page; and 

if they are, although ever ſo trifling a period, 
on the wrong ſide of ſixteen, to reſign me to 
their younger ſiſters, for I am confident, that 
if they "proceed, they will on fd me ON 
n — and _ dag ee 


* 1 - * , 1498 
HAP. . 
1 U 
A #3745 > . . 
#" "IF LF 489 } 4 { 


O much more agreeable is it to detect 
the faults of others, than to exhibit our 
own, that I might have proceeded in the de- 
ſultory ſtyle for ſeveral pages; but having 


* enn. ſet my 
pupils 


N % 
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pupils an example of as great an enormity as" 

thoſe which J attempt to correct, I will, 
without further delay, introduce to their. 
acquaintance, Maria Williams, an amiable 
unaffected girl, who, to all the enthuſiaſm of 
youthful innocence, united all its NT . 
red D arerd F "IA 


She had been ſeparated dem ber cker ur 1 
too early a period, to retain the leaſt recol- 3 
lection of him. Of her mother, who had 
left England about nine years, ſhe had little 
wore than a perſonal remetmbrance. wn i 


- Pecuniary diſtreſſes had compelled her 
parents to quit their country; and as Mrs. 
Williams conſtantly hoped the period of her 
baniſhment | would ſpeedily 9 ſhe 
felt unwilling t6'expoſe her only child to the 
danger of the ſea; or the unhealthy climate of 
the ne w world. Swerificinſ her own feelings | 4 
to her daughters ſafery, ſhe contented herſet Wi 4 

wich the conſeivulnes' of having diſcharge} 
18 B 4 her N | 3H 4 


[ 
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her duly, and, fs ber baus reward ta 
Providence: | F | 
A relation of Mr. | Wiliams, ede eme 
aſylum to Maria, during che two firſt year 
ol her mother's. abſence, but dying, without. 
having performed the promiſe which the had 
given, of providing for the child, Maria was 
placed at a boarding ſchool in ——ſhive. 
As her governeſs, Madame Du Pont, ſup- 
plied to her all thoſe arcentions,, which chil- 
dren more happily.cucumſ | 
their parents; the friendleſs. girl naturally 
looked up to her with all the affection which 
_ gratitude inſpires for thoſe, from. eee 
eee — 
eee e eee | 
mult, inevitably have draun their charaters+ 
from the. deſcriptions. of thoſe wich whom, 
ſhe converſed, She remembered that ber 
relation, Mrs. Arbuthaot, always. told. her, 
that her mother was a very ſcyere. and obſti- 
= rf nate 


* 
410 
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'nato woman, and who, upon all occelions 
would have her qwn way. 


Yaung as ſhe was, Maria diſcovered, that 
Mrs. Arbuchnot was no ways deficient in 
obſtinacy herſelf; and with reſpect to ſeve- 
rity, as it was a family rule that ſhe ſhould 
be corrected every day, the conſidered it an 
event of courſe, and did not regard it. Her 
only wonder was, that ſhe was whipped one 
day for what ſhe was careſſed the next. She 
however always knew that the old lady meant 
well, and was her friend; and as Madame 
du Pont conſtantly taught her to expect very 
different treatment, when ſhe returned to her 
mother, from what ſhe had experienced gt 
ſchool; ſhe never preſumed to call Mrs. 
Arbuthnot's ſagacity into queſtion, As to 
her father, it was univerſally agreed, that he 
D _ 1:68 


2 


J 


2 a * . 
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Maria es with her — 5 85 
The letters paſſing urfler the eye of the 1 
B 5 -governeſs, 
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governels, ſoon, on the daughter's ſide, dege- 
nerated into mere. matter of form. The 
common place account of her maſters, the 
number of boarders, what young lady took 
her home at the holidays, &c. &c. gave 
little inſight into her character. Mrs. Wil- 
Hams rejoiced that Maria was well, and 
waited for clearer information till a happier 
| period. N N ; 1 


At length Mrs. Du Pont received a letter 
with a black ſignet, in which Mrs. Williams 
entreated her cautiouſly to inform her daugh- 

ter of her father's death. She added, that as 

ſoon as ſhe had ſettled her affairs, which The 

hoped a few months would effect, ſhe' ſhould 
return to England. Encloſed was a draſt for 
fifty pounds, which ſhe requeſted might be 
appropriated - to the purchaſe of mourning 
for Maria, whom ſhe deſired might, till her 
return, be raiſed to the ſituation of a parlour 
FRE. 


The , 
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The governeſs,” who had a little tincture 
of the marvellous, and à high opinion of her 
_ own penetration, fancied the ſtyle of Mrs. 
Williams's letter 'was more conſequential 
than uſual, and being accuſtomed to annex 
great wealth to the idea of a Creolian, ſoon 
found, even in the form"and ſeal of this epiſtle, 
convincing reaſons for elevating Maria into- 
a rich heireſs. She did not indeed directly 
tell her that ſne was ſo, but it was ſoon 
whiſpered through the ſchool, and the change 
in the behaviour of every one was aſtoniſh-- . 
ing. The maſters took. redoubled pains to/ 
render her perfect in their reſpective depart- 
ments. The girls looked up to her as their 
umpire. | She was introduced to all the com- 
pany that came to the ſchool, as the moſt 
accompliſhed pupil in the ſeminary; and 
nobody would be ſo deftitute of taſte as not 
to diſcern her beautiful features, her graceful 
air, and her fine form. The miſſes were 
. continually interrogating her, the 


B 6 e What 
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ee What carriage will your mamma keep? 
where will her country. houſe. be? will the 
have a ſervant out of livery ? ſhall you have 
more than {ix ne dreſſes a year do you 


a F eee 3 
theſe queſtions. Alternately the object of 
envy and admiration, it was irmpoſſible for 
= not to adopt ſome ideas of ſelſ import 

She had heard of ſuck things as beaum 
— 8 and ſhe knew emer be aig 
dages oben and forrupe, 


8 


the heard the ſound of a chaiſe, and à mo- 
ment aſter ſhe was haſtily informed by one; | 
rr 
moment waiting for her in the parlour. 
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"ARIA was faddenly overwhelmed by 
- ſenſations which ſhe had never expe-; 
— and though anxious to ſee the Pero 
ſon with whom ſhe was to ſpend her futures 
2, yet ſue very much dreaded her reſent- 
was reputed ſo incorrigible a dunce; that, as, 
Mrs. Du Pont had a preſentiment that ſhe, 
would never improve, ſhe forebore the uſe- 
lefs taſk of inſtruction, and remitted to her 
mother a punctual account of all her little; 
errors and defects. Maria at firſt fprang; 
eagerly forward to ſee her parent; then ter- 
rified and trembling, ſhe caught hold af her 
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meet the eye of one who was to be the arbi- 
ter of her fate. The door was opened, and. 
FP the firſt object ſhe beheld, Was her mother 
; lifeleſs in the arms of her governeſs. Mrs. 

| Williams's eagerneſs to ſee her child, was 
become agonizing, and ſhe fainted at the 
moment ſhe was told ſhe ſhould e, be- 
hold her. 5 ; 


” % 


| Mania had not time to reflect upon [this 
fine trait of maternal tenderneſs; ſhe ruſhed- 


to embrace and ſupport her, and bathing her 

face with tears, earneſtly conjured her to look 

upon her; no reſtorative could be ſq re- 
ahimating to Mrs. Williams, as her daugh-: 
1 ters voice; ſhe' opened her eyes and gazed 
= upon the lovely girl, in filial tears more 

1 lovely. ' Delighted with the pleaſing objeR, 

= ſhe looked up to heaven with pious grati- 
tude, and alternately: ih enn ee 
neſs on Maria. OTE". £4 2 


a ? - k 4 4 * 14 
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1 Madame Du Pont, Sha ei 2— 


28 deficient i in the characteriſtic garrulity of her 
13% f 4 | nation, 
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nation, had tob great an averſion to flenor 
to ſuffer a long vacuum in diſcourſe, | 


Whilſt Mrs. Wikis and her 4 
were converſing with their eyes, ſhe was de- 


livering' a very copious harangue on the 
merits of the latter. She threw in indeed a 


little about her own merit, but that was only 


by way of inuendo. Tbe chief of her diſ- 


courſe was referred to Maria's good ſenſe, 


ſweet temper; diligence, and gentility. She 


would not for the world have forgotten the 
laſt; and as her pupils form was unuſually 


graceful, ſhe thought her mother would more 


renliby e e calle oe WET. C24 


a, 
"x »#7 Ky 4 
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- Mrs | Williams at laſt complained AY 
tigue, ſaid The had not been in bed the three 
preceding nights, and requeſted permiſſion 
of the governeſs to ſtay a few days to recruit 
her - health” and ſpirits, which, by her late 
exertions, had been confiderably injured. 
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Such 4 equeſt, fram 3 lady, of Mrs. 


if? Weg) conſequence, was highly latter · 
A great number of compliments fell 


Pol cs whüſt her 
gueſt haſtily ſwallowed a cup of coffee, and 
declining any other werben un hat 
Fife, TER: De: ONS, hh Yo weg 


"= 


When enen fam * Ne 

| Williams again cagerly prefied. Maria to her 

dDeeaſt. No longer reſtrained by importinem 

obſervation, ſhe bacathed. thoſe. Pigus ejacu- 

lations which maternal tenderneſs and devo: 

tion alike inſpired. She thanked Providence 

for having reſtored to her the beloved girl, 

from whom ſhe had been ſo painfully ſepa- 
rated. But as I do nat mean to deferibe 

minutely every circumſtance of this affecting 
interview, I will. only obſerve, that in this 

Inſtance, as in all the events of life, pain 

was mingled with enjoyment. Though Mrs, - 
Williams was charmed wich her daughter's 

Ex: aſpect, yet ſhe feared that nature had proved 
= I&fs liberal to her mind: and Maria had 


oy ? 
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too much diffidence and timidity to ſuppreſs 
the apptehenſion, that her mother's tranſport 
and affection would abate, on a more inti- 


mate e e 


The next morning was 1 by 
Du. Pont, for the exhibition of her pupils; 1 
ſhould ſpeak more preciſely, if 1 faid, for a 
_ diſplay of her own merit. Mrs. Williams - | 
was. empelled to be preſent, at the, examina-. 228 


tion of cycry. genius in the ſeminary, in all 
their i raeh r By 2 


as ſhe bad intended]; for cu na logs p - 
flogging converſation, ſhe had at length re- — | 

| courſe to the eulionec Battery, . Never was, WR 
there any one to. compare to the ſweet Miſt 1 
Williams, in every reſpect ſo equally Th = 
and diligent! Mrs. Williams. i = 
| by complaining of ſudden faintneſs, 2 the 
ai would be her only remedy, and ſeizing 
_ 
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her daoghter's s arm, hurried with her into che 
garden. 


9 


Having once more eſcaped from diſguſt- 
ing panegyrics, ſhe looked ſteadily upon Ma- 
ria for ſome moments; till perceiving that 
her ſerious air embarraſſed the timid girl, ſhe! 
ſtruggled to aſſume her former placid aſpect. 
Having commended the fragrance and luxu- 
rience of the woodbines which covered the 
arbour at the end of the terrace; ſhe propoſed' 
that they ſhould reſt a little under that agree- 
able retreat. She now attetmpted to promote 
an caly converſation ; and as ſhe knew that 
there are circumſtances, in which to talk of 
common place ſubjects, is both diſtreſing 
and evidently affected; the told Marla, that” 
having been ſo long incapacitated from miniſ- 
tering to her wants and deſires, ſhe hoped in' 
future to enjoy, in its greateſt degree, the | 
pureſt felicity which a parent coul taſte, * 


promoting the  happinels 1 * e, 


Py! 
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I have been ſo unfortunate, my dear 
ſaid ſhe, “ as to loſe all thoſe PAINE. 
which would have endeared to me any parti- 
cular ſpot of earth. You probably may have 
ſome preference, and in any part of Eng- 
land of which you approve, I all willingly 
fix our furure reſidence.” 2s: 1 


© 23 368; 3-7 


Maris! cat by her mother's 515 
neſs, aſked her Wh rob rr al 


ek e 


« My health,” nes the * uch 


* 


ſmiling, « will not allow mie to think of living 1 


in London; and I have fo deeply felt the 
miſery of à wandering life; chat I place moſt 
of my ideas of happineſs in a ſettled abode,” 

8197 


Maria felt a little hurt to give up che 
gaieties of the metropolis ; but recollecting 
herſelf, ſoon anſwered, that as her mother 
Kindly allowed her a choice, ſhe muſt name 
Everdon, a delightful village, and the reſi- 
2 of her dear friend, Charlotte Raby, 
who 
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who about two years, ago left ſchool to be 
her father's houſe-keeper, after Mrs. Raby's 
death, She feared however, it was ſuch 
a little rural place, that her mother could 
not. find in it a ſuitable habitation, | | 


0 grau you, Maria, I will ght to 
ſome inconveniencies, ſaid Mrs. Williams. 
The converſation now ſtagnated ;, Maria ex- 

Tected, that, having ſetted thein place of 
abode, the carriage wauld. be dent diſcuſſed, . 

| On this head ſhe would have been no con- 
temptible adviſer, as ſhe. had, attentiyely 
watched all that. came. to her governeſs's fox = 
the laſt ſix, months, in order to aſcertain cha 
woſt faſhiopable. colour, and form; but ay 


ber mother fad, nothing upon the ſubje&t, | 
Maria thought it might have been already 


ordered, and "Ou to be e was 
blen. 


A 4 g ” 
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Williams was nat thinking of ber equipage / 
or retinue. She was arxioully n 
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to gain a farther inſight into her daughter's 
character; and at length aſked her, with 
what young ladies at er 12 Was . 

Harly intimate. NY 


This queſtion opened an extenſive field. 
My readers muſt have already diſcovered, 
that Maria herſelf was a moſt extraordinary 
girl, and will not wonder to hear, that all her 
friends were paragons. Delighted with the 
wwlyeR, ſhe expatiated largely on the merits . 
of each: they were good tempered; kind, 
and generous in the extreme, in ſhort, the 
prototypes of Charlotte 'Raby, who» ſtill, 
amidſt theſe tutelaty goddeſſes, preſerved the 
place of chief divinity. Candid and placable 
in her diſpoſition, ſhe would not have men- 
"tioned a word of her enemies, but then the 
"merits of her friends could not have been 
rendered ſo conſpicuous. She began (at firſt 
reluctantly) to name thoſe. girls who, had 
' uſed her intimates unhandſomely ; *rill heated 
by the ſubject, ſhe went on to delineate por- 
we, Which, * they were not ſome what 

caricatured 
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caricatured by the bold ſtrokes of a pencil 
that had not yet acquired , preciſion, were 
ſuch redoubted originals, as the world rarely 
produces, and I profeſs to exhibit only ny 
mon and th 24708 characters. 


The little ſeminary within doors, were ha 
this time diſmiſſed, to enjoy their morning 
relaxation: and Mrs.. Williams, who ſaw 
them approach, after tenderly thanking Maria 
for relieying her head-ach by her ſprightly 
fallies, told her, that as ſhe would ſoon -be 
| ſeparated from her friends, ſhe wquld not en- 
tirely engroſs her converſation, but wiſhed 
her to join them in their amuſements. Maria 
flew to them in high ſpirits, delighted at the 
extraordinary marks of penetration which ſhe | 
had exhibited to her mother, who walked 
penſively toward the houſe, hg. on 
6 what had paſſed. 5 
cc Her manner,” faid he, cc. is Fs and 
ingennous; her look animated and intelli- 
Ls a noble ſtructure may be built upon 

oo ſo. 
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ſo fair a foundation. Gracious heaven! give | 


me ſtrength and firmneſs properly. to diſ- 
charge my important duty. Make me grate- 
ful for all the good which I have diſcovered; 


and when any latent error appears, enable me 


to counter-act its pernicious effects, by mild, 
but perſevering fortitude. A tear ſtole 
down her face, as ſhe concluded this ejacula- 
tion. Accuſtomed to make no parade of 
feeling, ſhe carefully obliterated every trace 


of concern before ſhe entered the dining- 


room. 


LI 


"© 


eh s 24dou 


ETERMINED to gratify her daugh- 


ter, Mrs. Williams was muſing upon 
the poſſibility of fixing at Everdon ; and hav- 
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ing hinted her deſire ſpeedily to meet with an 
houſe, Madame Du Pont began a long de- 
| ſcription of all the ſumptuous chatteaus, pa- 

"laces, and villas which ſhe had viſited, ſonie 
of which ſhe affirmed were now aQually ur un- 
83 


u. Williams aſked her if ſhe knew Roch. 

3 The governeſs replied, * it was a 

ſweet ſequeſtered ſpot, but immenſely dul 

in winter: beſides, there was no houſe ya- 

cant in it but a little ſnug box, that Mrs, 
Williams could not Pe think of.” 


4 


That lady however-begged a deſcription 
of this box; and when ſhe found that it con- 
tained two ſmall parlours, a kitchen, and 
other correſpondent apartments, a garden, 
and cloſe, prettily diverſified with flowering 
ſhrubs, to the aſtoniſhment of the whole 


company, the declared it was exactiy hat 
dee wiſhed for ; and finding chat vag not far 
_ diſtant, the determined to take a ride that 
afternoon, to fix upon the terms of entrance. 

=» 6 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Du Pont was all amazement, and 
ſecretly all indignation too, at the meannelſs 
of the Weſt-Indian lady. She exulted in- 
deed at the thought, that the leſſons on ele - 


gance and appearance, which ſhe had given | 
| 0 her pupil, would ſomewhat counteract the 


mother's | ſordid © propenſity. Reſpect for 
riches; a doctrine xhich ſhe not only taught, 
but practiſed, prevented her from indulging 
even a look of diſapprobation, in the pre- 
ſence of Mrs. Williams. But no ſooner had 


that lady and her daughter ſtepped into the 


poſt-chaiſe that was to conduct them to 
Everdon, than by the keenneſs of her ſateri- 


cal obſervations, ſhe made ample amends for 


the ſilence which politeneſs had enjoined, 


The etiquette neceſſary to entering upon 
a houſe, not being very intereſting,” my 
readers probably wilt forgive a chaſm, and 
will ſuppoſe that Mrs. Williams has pur- 


chaſed her furniture, Hired her ſervants, and 


fixed herſelf and daugkter in her little habi- 
tation. I muſt however obſerve, that the 
VOL, I, 3 


avaricious 
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avaricious humour which: Madame Du Pont 
had diſcovered, was but too ſenſible in all 
thoſe tranſactions. The furniture deſerved 
no better name than neat aud ſimple, and the 
family eſtabliſhment was ſo ſhamefully de- 
ficient, as to conſiſt only of one female ſer- 
vant and a foot boy. Indeed, beſides hav- 
ing defrayed the ſchool bill to the utmoſt, ſhe 
had ſufficient ſpirit. to make the governeſs a 
preſent, as a mark of gratitude for her care of 
Maria; yet circumſtances only denominated 
generoſity. What Mrs. Williams gave, 
would have been called genteel, from a per- 
ſon of confined fortune, but it was thought 
pitiful, when annexed to the idea of a rich 
planter's widow? © -- 
There is a ſpecies of ſelf ignorance, which 
greatly accelerates, our comfortable progreſs 
through life. All the neighbourhood ex- 
claimed againſt Mrs, Williams's parſimony ; 
while ſhe ſatisfied and contented, never ſuſ- 
pected herſelf to be guilty of ſuch an enor- 
mity. This may perhaps prove how little 


We 


99 
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we know ourſelyes : but I only deſign it to 
ſhew how little we can gueſs what will be 


' ſaid of us by others. 


Maria, though ſomewhat chagrined at 


moving in a ſphere ſo much humbler than 
what was expected, in a few days overcame a 
mortification, which ſeldom entirely depreſſes 
the ſanguine hopes incident to health and 
youth. She applied herſelf with great aſſidu- 
ity to make every improvement to her mo- 


ther's habitation; and made a plantation of 
roſes, which was terminated by two ſtands 


for exotics, around which ſhe determined to 
wind a profuſion of eglantine and jeflarft 


She was happy to find that che ſhrub; that 
bounded the winding walk in the cloſe, would © 


readily admit of being diſpoſed into an ar- 
bour at the end, which would derive an addi- 
tional charm, from being contiguous to Mr. 
Raby's pleaſure grounds, Charlotte aſſiſted 
her in theſe undertakings, and alſo in com- 
poſing little ſimple frames for her drawings 
and — which were to be hung up 

en. | in 
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int the beſt parlour. The decorations of the 
common room were ſtill leſs arti ificial, and 
conſiſted only of pots and baſkets, which 
Maria promiſed even in winter to ornament 
with flowers, of which ſhe intended to culti- 
vate a profuſion. Though ſome circum- 
ſtances of her education had expoſed her to 
the danger of vanity and affectation, ſhe yet 
retained that ſweetneſs and ingenuity, of which 
nature had, at her birth, been mec 


bk H A P. V. 6 
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1 ave been prevented. from proceeding 


1 in my, narrative, from a fear, that if 
theſe pages ſhould ever fall into the hands of 


people, 


F 
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people, who are fond of drawing general | 
concluſions, they may, from miſapprehenſion, 
conceive, that I mean to fix an implied ſtig- 
ma on a boarding-ſchool education: and as I 
really think toc highly of the i importance of 
education in general, 'to wiſh to bring any 
ſpecies of it into contempt, I judged it necef? 
fary to ' tubyoin. an No pany, digreſfion. 


It is true, that ever ſince thoſe perplexities 
which the ” connexion beiwern my niece, Eli: 


zabeth and Lady — ! occaſioned (and which 


WILLS = is. 


my brother has dckeribed very feelingly in 4 
work, called the Mirror) my family diflike 
to fine people and fine things; has been 


greatly vated. I cannot but lament, : 


that amidſt the innumerable” edifice appro- 
priated to the reception of young ladies, the 
poor young women are never "thought of. 
Mentoria tells me, that it is impoſſible to in- 
ſtruct non-entities, for the order of beings 


which I ſpeak c of, has been for ſome time 


extinct. As ſhe allows, however, that they 


have been uſeful, ſhe does not diſapprove of _ 


C13 
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my -earneſt endeavours to attem pt their 
revival. 


One of the methods which 1 adviſe for 
this purpoſe, is, that all governeſſes ſhould 
hold forth moral and intellectual qualities, as 
the object of their pupil's ambition. Let 
the girl who has given the moſt unequivo- 
cal proofs of candour, modeſty, gentleneſs, 


2 þ and benevolence, be conſidered as an ex- 


ample, by which all her aſſociates ſhould re- 
gulate their conduct, in preference to one, 
who copies a drawing with the greateſt 
nicety, or executes a tune with ſuperior taſte, 


I am not a declared enewy to all perſonal 
accompliſhments ; on the contrary, out of 
my little ſtipend, I paid for half a year's in- 
ſtruction for my brother's two youngeſt 
daughters, who learnt of the beſt itenerant 
dancing maſter which our country produced: 
for I wiſhed that the girls ſhould know how 
to enter a room, and to go down the High- 
land FR, and the Banks of Endernay, 

With 
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with tolerable eaſe, and gracefulneſs ; hut, 
when Elizabeth inſiſted that the minuet de- 
la-cour, and the cotillion ſhould be added to 
their attainments, a regard to conſiſtency 
— me to ſtop. - hes en 
Goodneſs of heart, regularity of per, 
and propriety of conduct, are as equally ne- 
ceſſary for the daughters of a mechanic, as 
for thoſe of an Earl: but Kitty Spicer will 
be excuſable, if Lady Bab Lardoan ſpeaks 
French in a juſter accent, and paints more 
naturally. Accompliſhments like theſe, are 
the children of leiſure ; and there is no harm 
if Kitty's —— erb c. | 
buſineſs. - — 120 t. 


Elegant dreſs too, ſeems originally deſign- 


ed for the higher orders of life. A love of it 
is ſo congenial to the female heart, that it ap- 
pears to be the duty of all inftruftors, to mo- 
derate this ſtrong propenſity. The conduct 
of ſchools in general, adds fuel to this irre- 

gular fire; and a child who has the misfor= 
| 4 tune 
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tune to be ill: dreſſed, muſt ſubmit to neglect 
anck ridicule. In this I will allow, that pa- 
rents are often reprehenſible; and unleſs a 
kind of ſumptuary law could be introduced, 
ſchool miſtreſſes can do no more than act as 
moderators. 


The Show concerning private and public. 


infiruQtion, has been long kept up; and there 


ſeems to be ſome difficulty in deciding, to 
low that many great. advantages are annexed 
to the former; local prejudices are removed. 
habits of induſtry mculcated, and a ſpirit of: 
emulation excited. I confeſs too; that many 
mothers are not poſſeſſed of ſufficient inſor- 
mation or leiſure, to become the preceptors 
of their children; but I fear that few of thoſe 


who, from a ſenſe of their own inability, re- 


ſolve to give their girls, what they call a good 
education, find their ſatisfaction proportionate 
to their expectations. Is not awkwardneſs 
held out as a chief object of ridicule ? are 
tele young fatiriſts taught to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween 
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tween the neglect, and the want of opportu 
nity for improvement? are "they early aſſur- 


a is but ſuperficial, and calculated rather 
to enliven their leiſure hours, than to form 
their chief employments ? I fear the negative 
is the juſt anſwer 3 they muſt therefore re- 
turn pert and conceited, and too often i in- 
elined to deſpiſe che parents, to whoſe uy 
dicious, but well. meant liberaliry, 527 f 
thei fancied conſequence. 


As an old maid, 1 may be allowed to be 
angular and poſitive ; 3 and I know that it will 
only be Woe to the account of family. pre- 
| dilection, i 1 affirm, that though. the home- 

ſpuns are now out of faſhion, ] do not think 
their ſucceſſors are more worthy of public 
attention. Theſe, f fair goddeſſes, ſo. fair, ſo. 
blithe, ſo meg. ſo gay, Wee ain ta 
e | | 


Ha dreſs, to coll he tongue, and roll the exe,” 
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Are by Milton affirmed to be deſtitute of all 
good, wherein conſiſts | 


4. Woman's aut nur and hi rt. 

| Suppoſe for one inſtant that the rage for 
idleneſs (I beg pardon, I mean refinement ; 
I always miftake thoſe words) ſhould ſpread 
.to the next order in ſociety, and our houſe- 
' maids and cooks, weary of their dirty occu- 
pations, ſhould grow as refined as their young 
ladies. The induſtrious mother cannot per- 

form all the domeſtic affairs herſelf; and as 
we do not live in Utopia, but in a country, 
vhere exertion muſt precede enjoyment; dur 
elegant girls muſt either be ufeful or ftarve. 
This apprehenſion is indeed needleſs ; real 

evils in abundance exiſt, to ſtem the torrent 
of refined whimſeys, and ſentimental extrava- 
gance. Our fine ladies bequeath ruined for- 
tunes and domeſtic anguiſh to their relations; 
but they reſerve laſſitude, ſelf-reproach, and 
ſpleen for their own boſoms, oo» 


I ſhall 


- 
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I ſhall have many ſenſible people on my 
fide, if I affirm that this inundation of affect- 
ed faſhion, which ſweeps away before it diſ- 
tinction and ceconomy, may be attributed to 
the prevalence of a boarding-ſchool educa- 
tion. This error 1s in part, I allow, inter- 
woven with their inſtitution ; but a ſenſible 
governeſs may greatly remedy this defect. 
Much attention muſt be beſtowed on thoſe 
accompliſhments, of which a ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver can eaſily judge. Intereſt compels 
them to this; but Jet conſcientious duty 
equally compel them, to guard their little 7 
ſeminary, as much as poſſible, from thoſe / 
errors which will poiſon- their future life. 
This, I own, requires ſuperior care, and 
ſuperior abilities; yet let me/aſk, ought young 
people to be intruſted to perſons incapable of 
ſuch exertions ? a worthy and judicious in- 
ſtructor of youth, is certainly a firſt charac- 
ter. Education is an extenſive field; and to 
introduce into it ornamental plants, without 
injuring its regular and agreeable verdure, 
. a correct taſte, and a ſkilful hand, 

"0: - C HAP. 


CHAP. VI. 


© reſume the narrative. The affec- 
of tion of Mrs. Williams for Maria was: 
too elevated to partake. of that ridiculous: 


Partiality, which. would have rendered her 
blind to her child's imperfections. She 
clearly. ſaw that, like a rich neglected garden, 
her daughter's uncultivated mind ran into 
diſorder and irregularity, through redun- 
dance; but ſhe too well knew the extreme: 
nicety of giving advice with propriety, . to» 
hazard any exertion of maternal authority, 

till ſeeure that the filial. deference would be 5 
rn affection. — 5 
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By confidence, cheerfulneſs, and apparent 
ſatisfaction, ſhe endeavoured to recall a-ſenti- 
ment which abſence had effaced. It is true, 
that had ſhe directed Maria's choice, Char- 
lotte Raby would not have been the firſt per- 
ſon whom ſhe would have ſelected for her 
friend. Vivacity, and a deſire. of being ad- 
mired,. were the chief characteriſtics of that 
young lady. As they both roſe to extrava- 


gance, they. often unavoidably plunged. her | 


into unpleaſant ſituations 3 but as. ſhe was 0 


volatile to act upon ſyſtem, nobody conceiv- 


ed that ſhe deſigned to do wrong. Frequent 
repetitions of error, however, compelled her 
juſtifying friends, to have recourſe to the 
jejune exages, that it was her way, that ſhe 
was very young, but would in time know 
better; 


Bealee e ſpent the prime of 
life in a reſpectable line of bulinefs, had re- 
tired, at the age of ſixty, to taſte rural plea» 
fures with a large fortune, and a vacant 
mind. As he had never heard of the ſylvian 

2 oh Xs 
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deities, he could not be expected to ſacrifice 
at their altar: but continued his adoration to 
his favourite divinities, the gods of good 
cheer, and convivial Kan od 1 
2:41 

As his ideas of happineſs confifted in 
living i in a crowd, and acquiring the notice 
of his ſuperiors, he never felt it in fo ſuperla- 
tive a degree, as when ſurrounded by the 
neighbouring gentry ; and when they found 
that his wine was excellent, his larder plenti- 
fully ſupplied, and his dinners well dreſſed; 
they were ſo affable as'to make him frequent 
viſits, and very condeſcendingly laughed at 
10 ty taſte, and geen hepa ran | 

The rightly and eccentric Charlotte tho, 
was no ſmall allurement to the young fox- 
hunters in that vicinity ; and ſhe was equally 
fortunate in affording entertainment to their 
mothers and ſiſters, by farin a oo 
| Tubjed for dechmation. 


Mi 


Mik Raby tenderly loved Maria, ad pi- 


To diverſify it as much as was in her power, 
ſhe invited her and her mother to all their 
parties. T heſe civilities Mrs. Williams de- 
clined, as often as politeneſs rendered it pol- 
ſible, and prevailed on the young people to 
confine their interchange of ſentiments to 
their morning walks, except the Rabys had 
by chance a diſengaged afternoon, when, to 

avoid the vacuity at home, they dedicated it 
to Mrs. Williams. That affectionate but 


uncommon mother, inſtead of forming gen⸗ 


teel connexions for her daughter, enquiring 
after the moſt faſhionable artiſts who preſided 
over the different branches of female dreſs, 
and performing all the etiquette which is com- 
monly called introducing a young woman in- 


inſtrukting ber charge, to perform her part 
in it with conſiſtency and comfort. Per- 
ceiving that her knowledge was confined, ſhe 


endeavoured, by every agreeable artifice, to 


familiarize to her mind, ſeveral branches of 
; learning, 
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tied the dull ſameneſs of her friend's life. 


= 
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to the world, was aſſiduouſſy employed in 
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much addreſſed to the paſſio as the | My 
which Maria was accuſtomed to read; 


- ADVANTAGES OF ® EDUCATION... 


learning, fearfyl, leſt the auſterity of * 
ould diſcourage a a beginner, Hiſtory 


it! 


moſt adapted to her purpole, ſhe f RMS" 


in the courſe of eaſy converlation,, amuſed r 
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daughter wich ſome intereſting. narratiy 
T hey were not indeed ſo marvellous, Wy 


43 


1 N 


they bore. the ſtamp « of truth, were related in 


an agreeable manner, and ae 
marks judiciouſiy adapted to her taſte 
underſtanding. ar e 


The Grecian and Romap empires furniſh- 
ed various narratives, in wi hich t the force: of pa- 
riotiſm m, the rmnels 6 of f vigtwe, and x the aſto- 
aiſhing greajnebs., to which. independence and 
integrity elevate the human mind, are, exem- 
Plified. From the ſtory of eaſtern nations, 
and the luxurious cffeminacy that marked, the 
declining, days of of Rome, ſhe endeavoured 0 
aſpire the attentiy ve. girl w wich an BE OE 
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In the annals of. our own nation, ſhe taught 
her to obſerve the, gradual developement of 
the mental powers, and to trace with nice 
diſcernment, the varying manners of her 
countrymen, from the rude Briton to the 
haughty Baron, and from thence to the ele- 
gant politeneſs of the preſent age. By ſpe- 
ciſying the virtues of each deſcription of men,, 
Maria was. led. to admire the patience. and. 
courage. of, the untutored ſavage, the hoff pita 

lity and ſpirit of the feudal tyrant, the m - 
ken piety and mortification of the Monk, and 
the ſteadfaſt. firmneſs of our firſt reformers. 
Religious, Principles too were ſtrengthene: 
by theſe diſcuſſions; as the nagrator would 
frequently remark, the viſible, interpolifions 
of Providence, and the, wonderful and ſcem-, ; 
ingly impoſſible means, by which its great | 
deſigns were accelerated, Nor did ſhe for- 
get (indeed it was. her conſtant inference) 
to. trace the improvement which N 
received from the progreſs and clearer ex. 
planation of Chriſtianity, Maria eagerly 
beste ſhe might peruſe the volumes =} ef 


when 
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whence her mother had derived ſuch copious | 
information; and thus, at the ſweet girl's 
deſire, the evenings of the firſt winter they 


paſſed at Everdon, were dedicated to hiſto» 
rical reſearches. K bl 


The day indeed was fully employed, It 
began with devotion. Some ſlight exerciſes 
in French and drawing; the arrangement 
and execution of domeſtic affairs, the needle 
and converſation occupied the time; till a 
walk with Miſs Raby, or gardening, if the 
weather permitted, filled up the fpace till 
dinner. The afternoon generally commen- 
ced with muſic; but as variety was one of 
Mrs. Williams's aims, nothing was abſolutely 
fixed, except that working and e wy 


to occupy the evening. 


One day Mrs. Williams was concerned to 
ſee her daughter return from her morning 
walk, with great perplexity and'a apprghenſion 
in her countenance, She was prevented 
from enquiring the cauſe, by Mifs Raby's 


eagerly 
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eagerly telling her, that the officers of the 

regiment, who were quartered in that 
neighbourhood, had politely reſolved, in re- 
turn for the many civilities they had received 
from the ſurrounding, gentry, to give a pub- 
lic mafked ball. Tickets had been given to 
her, and ſhe was determined that her dear 
Maria ſhould partake of the pleaſure, if Mrs, 

Williams h had no objection. Ya! | 


£ 
0 


Azajety n e ſtrongly depicted 
in Maria's face, Her mother made ſeveral 
excuſes: as ſhe had not been amongſt the 
number of thoſe who invited the officers, her 
daughter ſeemed to have no right to the 
feſtivity. This was ſoon anſwered by the 
lvely orator, Her ſweet friend's company 
muſt be acceptable. Mrs. Williams then 


pleaded, that as the party d conſiſt of 
e of the coun , none of whom 


the firſt people 
had viſited a be might be thought in. 


r 
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Miſs Raby exclaimed, « that every body 
who had ſeen the dear girl, admired her, and 


| moſt cordial reception ; "beſites, her Chape- 
ron, a lady of high r had ig to ex- 
tend her protection to Na 1 


425 
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| Driven, fog every reſource, Mrs, 
Tobey 5 d 


y eermy edt 
| loured with indignation Wb 
her a good morning, while Wal 
| "— 
tears, retired to her own apartment 


"ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 


7 
Fun 193-831 


CHAP; VE 


HE ſtony heart of Mrs. Williams was 

not melted, by tears, or terrified by 
menacing looks. She allowed her daughter 

to indulge her grief in ſolitude, till dinner 
was announced; and then ſent. * ſtairs to de- 
fire her company 


= 
# & + & 
« 


Maria appeared; her eyes ſwollen; her 
face pale, her boſom heaving with ſmothered 
ſighs. She ſat down indeed to the table, hut 

pleaded an intenſe head-ach, as a reaſon "Wy 
. unn /utLanntn r "IF. 
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The mother was forry for her illneſs, and 
recommended a little ſimple preſcription, 
which ſhe had known to be of great ſervice; 
but as ſoon as the cloth was removed, and the 
ſervant withdrawn, he enquired of her 
daughter the cauſe of her uneaſineſs. 


No — could be ſo embarraſſing. 
Maria was certain her mother knew as well 
as herſelf, the motive of her tears; it was 
therefore very extraordinary for her to aſk. 
She muſt anſwer—the difficulty was how; 
for the ſorrows of people' of Maria's age are 
frequently of that peculiar kind, that though 

'they almoſt rive the heart that feels them, 
when they come to be deſcribed; they border 
more upon the ridiculous than the mournful, 


She was forced to be a little diſingenuous, 
and ſobbing, anſwered, ſne was afraid Char- 
et ep H6 tb ati et 15 
* 54 PII; 7.5 . 

Mrs. Williams was both farpriſed: and 
concerned. She could not recolle& that ſhe 


4 


had 


5 
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had given any cauſe; but added, © if you 
think I have, I will immediately write a con- 
ciliatory note. A friend ſo juſtly dear to my 
daughter, can never be unworthy my con- 
ceſſions. Fetch the pen and ink, my dear, 
however wrong I may have been, I truſt 
| Miſs Raby's good ſenſe and good temper, 

will readily excuſe me.“ | 


Maria was ſo delighted at this unexpected 
panegeric on her 8 that ſhe had pro- 
ceeded to the harpſichord for the writing 
box, before ſne could recollect, that as her mo- 
ther's ſtyle of refuſing her friend's requeſt had 
been perfectly polite ; it was utterly impoſ- 
ſible for any conceſton ' to be made on her 
ſide, unleſs, indeed, by giving up the point; 
and that, the character ſhe had heard of her 
from Mrs. Arbuthnot, confirmed by her own 
obſervations, would not allow her to expect. 

She conſidered too, that as Charlotte had 
ruſhed out of the room in a very angry 
manner, the offence ſeemed rather given by 

her ; 
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her; and fearing leſt an apology might be 
conſtrued into an oblique cenfure, ſhe beg- 
*ged her mother would not write; for ſhe 

faid Raby was ſo thoroughly good-natured, 
that ſhe knew ere this ſhe had entirely forgot 
her, and forgiven all that had paſſed. 


— 


Mrs. Williams was glad Maria thought as 
ſhe did of her friend's complacency; but 
aſked, © if ſhe was fo ſure of a ſpeedy recon- 
ciliation, bs ſhe was ſo diſtreſſed ? {4 


Compelled to acknowledge that her diſap- 
pointment was the cauſe, ſhe. pleaded, as 
well as tears would allow, every - peculiar 

| hardſhip which attended it. She had never 
ſeen a maſquerade in her life; this was ex- 
pected to be extremely brilliant; it had been 
their conſtant converſation for ſome time; 
ſhe had even fixed on her character —ex- 
treme diſtreſs prevented her from finiſhing 
| the 1 exculpation. 


"Mrs, 
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Mrs. Williams took her daughter's hand, 
and tenderly preſſing it, aſked, with a mild 
but penetrating look, if ever, ſince her return 
to England, ſhe had, in any previous inſtance, 
exerted the maternal negative? Maria, with 
heſitation, anſwered, never, [308 


« Then ſurely, my child, I do not claim 
too much, in expecting that you will believe, 
that I would not have aſſumed this painful 
authority, unleſs impelled by reaſons that are 
not only ſtrong, but concluſive. I did not 
conceive there was a neceſſity for acquaint- 
ing Miſs Raby with every motive 'that in- 
fluenced my deciſion ; but as I wiſh for my 
daughter's ence, ' I will conceal nothing 
from her.” 


« Maria, you have read many inftances 
of the faſcination of pleaſure ; but you are f 
too inexperienced to know, that even amongft , 
thoſe to whom rank and fortune allow the - 
frequent indulgence, not all the ſatiety. and | 
diſtaſte that.attends repeated enjoyments, are 
vol. I. D found 


— 
, . 
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found effectual to ſtop. the deſire of 19 
nate purſuit. To you theſe amuſements 
will appear yet more irreſiſtible, as they have 
the inchanting addition of novelty to recom- 
mend them, ſtill more forcibly to. your ima- 

gination. Hitherto you have been happy. 
Your garden, the employments of your pen- 
cil and needle, have furniſhed you with | 
ſucceſſion of pleaſures, all within your reach; 
and your newly acquired taſte for reading, 
prevents even the hazard of your ever per- 
ceiving time to be. an intolerable Re x 


2 You are not ignorant, my dear girl 
that balls and maſquerades are diverſions 
of which your ſituation in life does not allow 
a frequent repetition. I am anxious to keep by 
you ignorant of pleaſures, which it is not in 
my power to procure. Suppoſe I Had 
yielded to your preſent wiſh, what ſecurity 
can you give, that after having once expe- 
rienced the wild throb of tumultuary tranſ- 
port, you will preſerve your reliſh for thoſe 
calm delights which at preſent afford you ſo 
- Pure 


18 
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„ 
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a ſatisfaction ? I know you, Maria, to | 
be void of ſelf-conceit; nor can I believe 
that you will attribute to yourſelf a ſhare of 
forbearance and * e your 


2”, 


4 


Convinced, by her macht . = 
Maria acquieſed, and endeavoured to reſume; + 
her wonted cheerfulneſs of aſpect. The che © 
fort was not unperceived ; Mrs. Williams 
caught her to her boſom, and in a tranſport 
of maternal affection, proceeded. in oy. . "Wi 
rangie. 32 <7: . i Þ 


7 — 


« ] do not complain of the ſufferings of 

my paſt life, ſince heaven affords me a proſ- 
pet of ſerene and comfortable old age. For 
my hours of pain and watchful attention du-- 
ing your early infancy, and for the years of | 
yet more agonizing mental ſuffering, whils 
ſeparated from my friendleſs girl, you prov 
miſe richly to repay me. May you. be haps 
Py, Maria, happy as my fond. wiſhes. can 
dle, Yet your higheſt felicity will all hore "3:7: 
D 2 4 of  . 


A. 
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of the tranſport which-I ſhall feel, if it is in 
my power to ee or ſecure that — — 
neſs,” 


This tender ſcene was interrupted by the 
Raby's. Charlotte, conſcious of error, was 
come to apologiſe ; but being too much of 
the woman to give up the point, ſhe: had 

- perſuaded her indulgent father to accompany 
her, and exert” his endeavours to meliorate 
the auſterity of Mrs. Williams. She began 
the grand attack with apologies, and when 
ſhe thought ſhe had ſufficiently ſoftened. the 
good dady by declarations of reſpect for her, 
and love for her daughter; Mr. Raby, who 
only waned *'til}] Charlotte's abſolution was 
"ny confirmed, threw in his nn | 

Hr harangue was te too common to be curi- 

ous. It began by declaring; that he had once 
been young, and yet remembered what young 
folks were. That old people ſhould not 
contradict and thwart their children's deſires, 
for if they did, how could they expect the 

| 5 | young 
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young ones ſhould love them. That for his 
part, he ſaw no harm in going to a ball, 
and he dared to ſay, that though they went 
in maſks, there would be no miſchief, for 
Lady Betty and Lady Sarah both went, and 
they were women of character. Charlotte, 

poor thing! had vowed ſhe ſhould have no 
pleaſure without Maria; and if money was 
the prevention, he would gladly be at all the 
— to pleaſe * ee make them 


The lady, to whom the diſcourſe was ad- 
dreſſdd, did not in her reply attempt to con- 
trovert Mr. Raby's arguments. She only 
anſwered, that ſhe hed been talking to Maria 
on the ſubject, and was very willing that the 
affair ſhould depend upon her deciſion. 
Charlotte kiſſed her hand in a tranſport, and 
declared that, the fhould eſteem herſelf far- 
ever bound to her by all the ties of gratitude 
and affection; and there was nothing ſhe 
vVvould not gladly do to oblige her; but up- 
on turning to Maria to adjuſt ſome prelimi- 


91 Mn 


naries for their intended appearance, ſhe was 
inconceivably aſtoniſhed to hear her declare 
that ſhe would not go. The negative was 
determined; nor had Miſs Raby's rhetoric 
any power to alter it, or even to gain from 
her the reaſon of ſuch a e webt ee ; 


The Sifippointed young dp übel uch 
mortified, and at parting declared, that if ſhe 
had not promiſed Major Pierpoint that ſhe 
would dance with him, ſhe pofitively would 
not 90. 


- Her companion, with fore 1 of pen- 
1 Givens; took up the Roman Hiſtory: the 
== part intended for that evening's peruſal, con · 
8 | © rained the ſtory of Regulus. A vivid ima- 
gination ſoon ſketched a reſemblance between 
her own ſelf-denying virtue, and that of the 
illuſtrious patriot. The idea was highly gra- 
tifying; ſhe read of his invincible fortitude. 
with increaſing ' complacency, and fancying 
: herſelf a heroine of ancient times, reſolved 

ad US with 


92 " 


ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. . & 


with all the firmneſs of a Portia or a Lucretia, 


to ſmile in miſery and triumph in ſuffering. 


Elevated by theſe exalted ideas, ſhe ſoon 


felt the calmneſs ſhe at firft only aſſumed. 
Her mind intenſely occupied with other ob- 
jects, was diverted from the recollection of 
her own diſtreſs. The records of the Wil- 
liams family, (which to confeſs the truth, are 


ſomewhat minute) aſſure me that ſhe actually 8 


ſlept that night with her uſual tranquillity ; 
that ſhe viſited her friend the next morning, 
whom ſhe found ſurrounded by artiſts of 


every deſcripuon, who diſplayed the various 


paraphenalia neceſſary for this i important oc- 
caſion; that ſhe ſaw the buſtle, and heard a 


circumſtantial account of all the varieties of 


pleaſure which Charlotte was going to par- 
take, and then quiet and compoſed returned 
to her mother's. Even on the evening of 
the ball, ſhe read with a firm voice her ac- 
cuſtomed hour; and by ſome appropriate 
_remarks, proved ſhe was miſtreſs of her 
attentive faculties, She wiſhed her mother a 
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good night without any ſymptoms of re- 
ſentment or ill humour, and the next morn- 
ing, ſtimulated only by a pardonable curio- 
ſity, ſhe ſer out to hear from her friend, an 
account of the felicity ſhe had enjoyed. 


Sorry I am, that the viſage of Charlotte 
was not quite ſo animated and complacent as 
-Maria's. She had a violent head-ach and 
was dying, to uſe her own words, with laſſi - 
tude and fatigue. The narrative too, which 
ſhe had to relate, was different to what was 


Pony. 


Her Chaperon, Lady Twaddle (now a 
perſon of great conſequence, though. origi- 
nally conſtrained to. move in a very humble 
ſphere) had previoully reſolved that a maſk- 
ed ball out of London, muſt be an horrid 
bore; and knowing that ſhe had power to 
render it diſagreeable, politely determined to 
do all ſhe could to ſpoil the pleafure, and 
improve the taſte of all the young people in 
the neighbourhood, In the firſt place, con- 
cluding 
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cluding the entertainment would not begin 
*till ſhe came, the delayed ſetting out to the 
lateſt hour that was poſſible. Charlotte fat 
waiting in Lady Twaddle's dreſſing-room; 
but as her ladyſhip declared, that' nobody 
thought of a ball in town till twelve o clock, 
ſhe was forced to ſay that ſhe hated an eariier 
hour, and concealed the impatience which 
ſecretly fretted her heart. But as the rural 
gentry did not fo exactly know the rule of 
etiquette preſcribed by the preceding winter 
in London, they concluded ſome misfortune 
had befallen the poor Counteſs, and had un- 
maſked and begun dancing before ſhe and her 
party appeared. Miſs Raby conſequently loſt 
the fun of finding out her acquaintanee, and 
the pleaſure of ſaying a number of ſmart 
things, which ſhe had ſcudied and applied to 
her character. She had indeed the honour 
ol dancing with Sir Harry, one of her lady- 
ſhip's ciceſbeos; but as he danced ill, and 
took no notice of her, it was not a ſufficient 
recompenſe for the pain ſhe felt at ſeeing 


Major * with all the eaſy attention of 
| DS martial 
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be ies deve ondiboaiupe ad 7 
Mandevulle, the declared ere * C _ 
lotte. 


At ſupper more ſatisfaction ſeemed to be 
promiſed, as ſhe ſat near her chaperon, whoſe 
conſequence was here indiſputable. She had 
the pleaſure of hearing all the ſmart witticiſms, 
I ſhould have ſaid ſevere ſarcaſms, which her 
ladyſhip whiſpered againſt the entertainment 
and company; and to detail thoſe, which did 
not immediately affect the parties ſhe ad- 
dreſſed, to the anxious liſtners that ſat a little 
below. But in the midſt of the exulting 
laugh which this amuſement, afforded, ſhe 
detected Miſs Mandeville in the very act of 
taking her off, and ſhe thought the hand-. 
ſome young officer looked as if he enjoyed 
the mimickry. ' Miſs Raby could proceed 
no further: ſhe execrated balls, vowed ſhe 
would never go to another, and burſt into ſo 
violent a flood of tears, that Maria at once 
concerned and terrified, was alternately em- 
| Wette in applying hartſhory, and offering 
Conſolation. 
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conſolation.” At Tenatll ſeeing her a little 
compoſed, ſhe left her, to dreſs for ſome com- 
pany which her father had invited to dinner, 
and returned home with a melancholy look, 
muſing on her friend's PEO diſap- 


pointments. 


- 


2. 
„ 


CHAP. VIIL 8 


ARIA'S intention of communicating” 
the. mournful tale, was ſuſpended, 
when ſhe ſaw that her mother's face was tco 
much inclined to the tragical. She aſked , I 
the cauſe, and finding it only proceeded from 
a viſit ſhe had made to a poor family, re- f 
ſumed her deſign. At firſt ſne did not pro- 
D 6 — 4 5 
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poſe to give Miſs Raby's account in all its 
affecting circumſtances, as ſhe feared that in 
the preſent ſtate of her mother's ſpirits, it 
might depreſs her too. much: but finding it 
had not that- effect, ſhe gradually, as ſhe 
proceeded, threw in more of the pathetic.. 
Perceiving the impreſſion ſtill leſs lively than 
ſhe had expected, ſhe was at laſt forced to 
aſk, if ſhe ever knew any _ ſo unfortunate | * 
and diſtreſſing. 


Mrs. Williams, inſtead of anſwering, be- 
gan her narrative. 


« As ſoon as you left me this morning, 
our chairwoman came to beg a little white 
wine for the children of Edwards, who you 

know died laſt night of the  ſmall-pox; 1 
ſeized this opportunity to enquire into the 
circumſtances of the family, and was fo con- 
cerned at what ſhe told me, that T went to ſee 
if I could afford them any relief. The ſcene 
, that I beheld, was truly deplorable ; the 
Pu of the father, covered with an old 
"Ss lack, 


4 — 6 2 * 
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ſack, was laid on the ground, in the leaſt fre- f 

quented corner oſ a miſerable cottage. On 
—a bed that mocks deſcription, lay the eldeſt 

girl, to all appearance expiring with the lame 

dreadful diſeaſe, and a boy. recently ſeized: 

with its fymptoms ; a truſs of ſtraw, then un · 

occupied, was, I found, che vigheh reſidence. 

of two half naked children, who were ſuffi- 

ciently recovered to crawl to the green wood 

that lay ſmothering in the chimney, and con- 

ſtituted what was called a fire. The mother, 

of theſe unhappy creatures, feeble through 

fatigue, and emaciated by famine; with ane | 

arm held to her exhauſted. breaſt a little in- 

fant, and with the other, moiſtening the lips, | *. 

of her daughter with ſome warm water, pour⸗ 

ed through a ern Wet „ 


Maria bitzerly wept at tha watery and 3 3 
clared ſhe could not 3 
could ſupport ſuch eee 


Mrs. Williams proceeded : © I ſent for an 
apothecary, who humanely promiſed his aſſiſt- 


ance. 
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ance gratuitiouſly, and relieved part of ch the 
mother's diſtreſs, by ſaying there was a poſ- 
ſibility of her eldeſt girl's recovery. I have 
ordered ſuch things as ſeemed immediately 
neceſſary, but anxious to procure them a 
permanant relief, I repreſented their diftreſs 
to the pariſh officers, who had refuſed them 
any aſſiſtance. The man had been diſſolute 
and unworthy, and ſeemed, by idleneſs and 
inſolence, to deſerve affliction. © Againſt the 
woman they alledge nothing, and her neigh- 
bours aſſure me, ſhe has been humble and 
diligent. It was wrong (though it is what 
we are all apt to do) to transfer the reſent- 
ment which the father deſerved,” to his unof-- 
fending family, who had been the principal 
ſufferers by his crimes. I combatted this 
idea, and not without ſucceſs; a nurſe is or- 
dered, and T have the ſatisfaction of know- 
ing, that the unhappy creatures will not * 
xiſh for want of future attention 


Maria was all indignation RO Ia, 
1 overlcers, and wiſhed her mother had 
Tupported 
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ſupported the family herſelf, without appeal- 
ing to ſuch hard hearted people. | 


e When ability” 1s but ſmall, my dear, 

reſumed Mrs. Williams, „ all who wiſh to 
be juſt before they are generous, ſhould take 
care ſo to huſband their little, that none may 
have cauſe to complain of partiality. Ex- 
treme diſtreſs has indeed a forcible claim; 
but ſuperior merit ſeems to have an equal 
right to aſſiſtance. In my way home, Fal- 
led on ſeveral others of my poor neighbours, _ 
and met with many objects, that forcibly 
moved my commiſeration. T wiſh, although 
I know wiſhes are fruitleſs, that my _— 
was n to the relief of all. 


ce I was particularly intereſted at the beha= 


viour of Nelly Waters, the young woman 
who lives nearly oppoſite ; you know we 
have obſerved, that at whatever- ttme we 

| aroſe, or went to bed, we ſaw a light in that 
houſe, and heard her ſinging at her wheel. 
0 n I am told, theſe Rr rg 
* | 


* 
— 
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hours, to ſupport a grandmother,apho brought 
her up, and is now bed-ridden. The old 
woman dreads the idea of receiving ſubſiſt- 
ence from the pariſh ; and the grateful girl 
has refuſed an offer of marriage from a young 
man whom ſhe tenderly loved, that ſhe might 
dedicate herſelf, during her grandmother's 
life, to. the diſcharge of a double -portion of 
labour, in order to ſupport her. Her diſap- 
pointed lover has inliſted in the army; ſhe 
is poorly clad and fares hard, as the object of 
her attention is blind and decrepid, and con- 
ſequently takes up much of her time in miniſ- 
tering to her infirmities ; yet ſhe has never 
been heard to complain. I admire her un- 

taught virtue, her intuitiv greatneſs of ſoul, . 
and am impatient, by ſome little rewards, 
to encourage her perſeverance in this heroic 
. 


0 And 8 you, my dear otter?" 
aun Mar eagerly. 124 oh 


« In a ſmall degree, my love, I can; but 
I muſt add, if I had complied with all your 
wiſhes, I ſhould have been deprived of this 
mental luxury. I have heard you talk of 
large houſes, elegant furniture, and expenſive 
pleaſures, with admiration; and you have 
once or twice urged me to exceed the ſum 


I propoſed, by ſaying that a trifle more would 


purchaſe ſomething far more fafhionable and 
genteel. I have previouſly calculated my 
expences, and haye endeayoured to. preſerve 
order and proportion in every part, as noth- 
ing is to me ſo abſurd, as a motley mixture 
of profuſion and meanneſs. 


« If I had indulged your wiſhes, 1 muſt 
either have been confined in ſome other dey 


partment, or treſpaſſed on the ſum which I 


appropriated to charity; Thus, my 2 
you ſee the neceſſity of my refuſals. K 


| 1 

« Are you fare." Gia Maria, « « that you 
cannot afford to do more? I have heard 
you ſay, that your income is as large as Mrs, 
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| Robſon's, and they 1 live i in a a very agen 
ſtyle of e 


« Mrs. Kobin reſumed Mrs. Wälle 
& has but lately commenced houſe- keeping. 
I have heard her ſay ſhe hated accounts, and 
would never give herſelf the trouble of at- 
tending to perplexing calculations. The 
conſequence of this inattention will not at 
| preſent! be felt; as her feſourtts are ! known, | 
her credit is is good. A tradeſman will not 
riſque offending, by commencing dun, while 
he knows the capital of his creditor is equal 
to his demand upon it. But this protracted 
payment will in time be attended with alatme | 
ing conſequences; when it is once knôwn to 
be the method of the cuſtomer, exorbitant 
charges will indemnify the ſhop-keeper for 
his long truſt: the purchaſer has not ready 
money to go to a freſh ſhop, and beſides 
muſt fear to offend her creditors, and to 
; bring upon herſelf claims, which ſhe knows 
not how to anſwer. Ever whilſt you live, 
Mara, dread an exiſtence dependant upon 
* the 
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the lenity of others. Can your -generous 
heart bear the thought, that it is owing to 
their forbearing from their legal rights, that 
you are army" to n. in n 
and ef ** | 1 
his i is the coidemicat folly, I muſt 5 
vice, of the preſent age. Our nobility and 
gentry are ſeldom deficient in ariſtoeratic 
pride; they affect to condemn the manufac- 
turer and the mechanic; yet, at the ſame time 
actually revel on their property, and depend, 
for a continuation of ſplendor, on their for- 
bearance or inattention. For my own part, 
J muſt confeſs I am too proud to endure ſuch 
obligations; not even for the pleafute ot 
placing all around me in eaſe and happineſs, 
could I yoluntafily ſubmit to them.“ gal 


Maria, with a deep ſigh, wiſhed the had 
Cann fortune. * 0 

6e I was ng to propoſe a ſcheme,” ſaid 
Mrs. Williams, © which your friend's libe- 
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we will vifit, and endeavour to inſtruct thoſe 


1 ſervices you may thys render, your 
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ral intentions towards you juſtifies. She a 

fered her purſe to contribute to your plea- 
ſures, and ſhe ſhall contribute to thoſe of the 
exalted and moral kind. Tell her what ſor- 
row I have ſeen: T doubt not but ſhe will 
wiſh to relieve them. You ſhall meet the 
benevolent deſign, and offer to be her al- 


moner. While ſickneſs and winter continue 


0 afflict our poor neighbours, dedicate your 
time to their ſervice; you ſhall buy ſuitable 
cloathing, and we will make it up. The 
little knowledge I have of medicine, will en- 
able me, in caſes not dangerous, to afford a 
ſaſe, unexpenſive relief. The ignatance of 
the poor is one of their chief misfortunes; 


who would be athamed of publickly receiv- 
ing tuition : and we will try to ſupport a 
little ſchool, which will have the double ad- 


vantage of informing children, and contribut- 


ing to the ſupport of ſome indigent old per- 
ſon, who can no longer labour to procure 
their own fubſiſtence. It is incredible what 


fellow 


3 
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fellow creatures, and how almoſt miracu- 
louſly multiply” the AS _— of meal 
n n e, ee 11 0 | 


Miſs Williams, with ua accepted how 


mother's. propoſal; nor was the frank” and 


open hearted Charlotte unwilling to give her 
aſſiſtance. She lamented: exceedingly. that 
ſhe had not time to viſit the poor herſelf; 
was ſhocked to hear that {6 much miſery 
exiſted near her, which ſhe knew nothing of, 
and giving her friend two guineas, promiſed! 
a weekly donation while the preſent- diſtreſs 
continued. 


Maria affiduouſly enteyed on the active 


duties of ſocial life, The garden, the pencil, 
the harpſichord,. were all abandoned, even 
reading was neglected. One part of the day 
ſhe was ſeen mixing a recipe, at another ſhe 
vas engaged in ſuch culinary preparations as 
were proper for the fick; at one hour ſhe 
viſited her patients, and when ſhe returned, 
eut out and made cloathing for thoſe who were 
not 
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her the gaieties of Bath, the ſeaſon for which 
had commenced; and her attention was now 


| not only poor; but amor 1 relpleſ 
Her morning walk indeed was ſtill con- 
tinued; her mother inſiſted that ſhe ſhould 


keep an exact account of her expenditure, 
and that was the time Miſs Raby heard the 


particulars of her ſtewardſhip. , The gay 


Charlotte was ſo deeply intereſted in the nar- 


rative, that ſhe often declared, if her heart 
was leſs tender, ſhe would, have ſhared with 
Maria the trouble of diſtribution ; but time 


blunts the edge of novelty; and feeling, when 
it depends upon ſo * a ro cannot * 
durable. 


Beſides Major SO: had deſcribed to 


engroſſed by contriving ways and means to 


prevail upon her father to go thither. To 


compaſs this point, was iii fact no great dif- 


ficulty. Mr. Raby was one of thoſe lovers 


of eaſe, who cannot bear to have their tran- 
quillity interrupted by real or imaginary dif- 
treſs. A journey of a hundred miles was a 
IT leſs 


ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. a 


kfs inconvenience to him, than the i importu- 5 


nities of his beloved. daughter. "ohne 


Delighted with her ſucceſs, Mig Raby 
flew to Jenny, her faithful Abigal, to conſult 


upon what preparations would be neceſſary 


* 10 — 


11 


in the article of dreſs; and Mrs. Jenny, as an 


adept in her Deakin, wiſely conſidering | 


the value of caſt offs, ſoon found that a very 


large addition to her miſtreſs's wardrohe was 


indiſputably neceſſary. The difficulty was, 
how to. procure materials in'a hurry ; but it 
was agreed to explore the riches of the adja- 
cent market town. The chariot was order- 
ed, and though. the articles, particularly de- 
fired, could not be procured, induſtry and 
perſeverance found out many ſubſtitutes, and 
they returned loaden with purchaſes, : 


At the inſtant the carriage drove up 10 
circle, Maria, who had in vain waited for her 
friend in the ſhrubbery, proceeded to the 


manor houſe to enquire the occaſion of her 
abſence. Charlotte excuſed the difappoint- 


— 


ment 


— - 
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ment by pleas of urgent buſineſs; and en- 
treating her aſtoniſhed fiend to follow, hur- 
"ried into her dreflingzroom. There the 
myſterious cauſe of ti buſtle was fully ex. 
plained. Maria, who. by having become an 
| eye witneſs of real wants, was leſs intereſted 
in thoſe faſtidious ones, which whim and cap- 
rice ſuggeſted, more than once interrupted a. 
diſſertation on the depth and width of the 
Counteſs's flounce, to ſtate to her friend the 
ſituation of her penſioners. . Every effort to 
engage attention, was however in vain, the 
was particularly hurt that Miſs Raby thould 
be ſo much engaged that morning, as it was 
the one, on which her promiſed contribution 
had been for ſome weeks regularly paid. 
Tired of waiting, and concluding C harlotte's 
hurry had made her totally forget it, at laſt 
ſne ventured to remind her of her promiſe. 
Miſs Raby immediately drew out her purle, 
but in an inſtant recollected that it was im- 
poſſible to comply with her friend's demands; 
for the mulliner at —— had been fo obliging- 
ly preſſing, that ſhe could not avoid exceed- 


4 ing 
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ing her intended order, and had been obliged 
to have recourſe to e 8 nne to aſſiſt | 


her to defray the bill,” © © | ROE 
1 | 


The concern in the countenances of theſe * 
young ladies, on this diſcovery, was very 
viſible. Charlotte aſked” if the poor people 
were not well enough to do without her aſ- 
ſiſtance. Maria anſwered, that indeed they 
were conſiderably better, but as they now re- 
quired a larger portion of nounſhment, and 
were ſtill incapacitated from work, her charity 4 { 


was greatly requiſite, 11 1 


— 


Charlotte aſked her to diene: the NO 7 
but as Maria's pockets had been emptied byß 


private gratuity, ſne could not do this with- 
out her mother's knowledge, and Miſs Raby 
had many objections againſt intruſting Mrs. 
Williams with this ſecret; 7 4 10990919 


7 . 
— Nis 1D:Y G3 2YWIHIY 


Charlotte, burſting into tears, ſat down on 
the ſofa, and declared that it was eruel in 
Maria, to torment her at a time, when ſhe” 
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was almoſt hurried and perplexed to death. 

with her own. concerns. My heroine. alſo 
wept, anticipating the diſappointments ſhe 
ſnould occaſion, and the imputations that muſt 
fall on her friend's character, which could no 
way be avoided, but by a breach of hs ſe 
creſy ſhe was enjoined. 


As Charlotte's diſtreſs was yery vehement, 
it. ſoon reached her father's ears. Wonder- 
ing what new diſaſter could have again awa - 

kened the tender ſenſibility of his daughter, 
he haſtened into her drefling room, and by 


his entreaties and careſſes, prevailed on her to 
.confeſs the cauſe of her grief. He at finſt 
talked a little of extravagance, but perceiving 
the theme only aggravated her tears; he 
told her ſhe ſhould. never feel any unhappi- 
nieſs which money could remove, and then 
preſented her with twice the ſum. ſhe bach, 
ventured to _— | 
$105: 6:53 
p She: e gave was friend what 
thought cent for — exi· 
$544 - Dru gencies 
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gencies during her abſence, and they parted . 
mutually pleaſed. _ Mr. Raby, however, 
while he accompanied Maria down ſtairs, 


begged her never More to tell his poor girl 
any melancholy ſtories, for her temper was 
too meek to bear them; and as he perceiy- 


ed that they deeply hurt her ſpirits, he poſi- 
tively muſt not have her made unhappy. 


:i C;H A . A.. 


ARIA could not forbear acquainting 
her mother with Mr. Raby's requeſt, 

and added, ſure never was ſo affectionate 

a Þarent.” * 


« My 
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= My neighbour : and I,“ ſaid Mrs. Wil- 
liams, © proceed upon very different plans 
in our parental conduct. I try t to teach you 
fortitude, by familiarizing to your mind ob- 
jects of affliction, and I. wiſh to convince 
you, that you belong to an order of beings, 
whoſe preſcribed rule of duty ſuppoſes ſuf- 
fering. By convincing you of the exiſtence 
of real miſery, I endeavour to guard you a- 
gainſt that chimerical phantom, which often 
interrupts the ſmootheſt courſe of human 
happineſs. Do you think that Mr. Raby's 
affectionate care can Always guard his daught- 
er from the preſſure of misfortune: or will 
your friend meet it, when it unavoidably falls 
eg on her own head, with more firmneſs, be- 
.- » (cauſe ſhe has hitherto been kept ignorant of 
its effects on others ?” 


„ will fuppoſe for a moment, that your 
dear Charlotte will be one of thoſe highly . 
voured beings, who eſcape. real qalamity. 
Let her life paſs on in its preſent ſmootb 
tenor; anſwer me ingenuouſly, is ſhe hap- 
5 pier 
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pier than yourſelf ? you are taught to enlarge 


your philanthropy, and though you ſome- 
times are grieved by the ſorrows of others, 
you know the joy of affording. relief. You 
have often deſcribed the tranſports which you 
felt, when viewing the effect reſulting from 
the judicious application of your friends li- 
berality. Charlotte, on the other hand, who 
only” conſiders how ſhe may moſt indulge 
her owh defires, knows no happineſs which 
does not immediately ariſe from ſome plea- 
ſurable incident. Thoſe deſires, uſed to con- 
tinual gratification, will in time grow irregu- 
lar, perhaps contradictory; and as they can- 

not then be fully indulged, ſhe will feel fr 
more from chagrine and fatiety, than you 
from ot 9s the ſorrows ao others.” . s 


N Maria oil Weis reaſons, whoſe 


propriety a recent inftance had evinced, but 


obſerved, in Charlotte's juſtification, that ſhe 
poſſeſſed an excellent heart; and as Mrs. 
Williams did not Troy this aſſertion, the ; 
converſation ended. 

E 3 After 
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1 After the departure of the Raby's from 
4 Bath, Maria, who by the recovery of her pa- 
tients, enjoyed more leiſure, reſumed her uſual 
occupations. The return of ſpring recalled 
her attention to her garden; and Mrs. Wil- 
liams, who from being uſed to a warm climate, 
had been compelled to confine herſelf during 
the winter, accompanied her daughter in her 
: morning walks. That judicious mother 
thought this a ſuitable time to introduce bo- 
 tanical knowledge ; and by calling Maria's | 
attention to the beauty of wild flowers, and 
by deſcribing their eſſential characters, infuſed 
into her mind a deſire of gaining a more inti- 


mate acquaintance with that agpguſing and 


| ' uſeful ſcience. With the growth of Plants, 
natural hiſtory in all its brane as inti- 


- mately interwoven ; and Maria .gained ſuf- 
ficient , knowledge of the mechaniſm of the 
univerſe, to have another agreeable fynd of 
entertainment opened to her view. Her ad- 
miration, which was excited by the aſtoniſh- 
ing grandeur of deſign, and the minute exact- 
neſs of execution, viſible in. all the works of 

creation. 


V a 


„„ 
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creation, confirmed her religious principles 
and elevated her devotion. 


As her walks with her mother were a kind 
of eaſy lecture, there was leiſure in the even- 


ing to introduce an entertaining geographical 


account of the known world, In purſuing it, 
Mrs. Williams adopted the ſame method, by 
which they had proſecuted their hiſtorical 
ſtudies. 'Tavght to reflect, even when amuſe- 
ment was the object, Maria ſoon gained a 
competent knowledge of the effect of climate 
and · ſituation, in forming local prejudice and 


national character. She ſaw leſs ndicule in 


cuſtoms different from her on; and felt her 
pity for thoſe people, who ſeemed leſs favour- 
ed by nature, conſiderably abated, by reflect- 
ing that Providence had wiſely given them 
attachment to cuſtoms and ſituations, which 
makes the inhabitants of Greenland exulting 
boaſk of their long night of revelry and eaſe, 
and induces the naked _ panting at the 


-_ 


lines, to Wen 
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„ Baſkin the glare, or ſtem the tepid wave, 
& And thank the gods for all the good they gave. 
 GOLDSMITH'S TRAVELLER. 


14 


An the inhabitants of Eviiden (a mean 
"thoſe whoſe fortunes were ſufficient to enable 
them to cultivate ſociety) had not entirely. 
ſacrificed all their leiſure moments to an idol 
called cards; converſation and the needle 
were often allowed to occupy the time of an 
- afternoon viſit; ſo that Maria was able, at 
theſe intervals, to -finiſh ſeveral pieces pf 
work, expreſſive of her taſte and ingenuity. 
Her ability in theſe greatly exceeding; the 
younger part of the ſociety; they often ap- 
[plied to her for aſſiſtance and inſtruction, 
which Maria's good temper and modeſty, 
- without any aſſumption of conſequence, 
Spa gave.” ne e 2569 lt 


She ative: to find how much Ma- | 
dame Du Pont was miſtaken in the ſuppoſed 
dullneſs and ſameneſs of Eyerdon. Her 

amuſements were diverſified ; and as her em- 


ployments regularly followed each other, ſhe 
Al "I, did 


bs 


£3 
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did not know a moment unenlivened by pur- 


fuit. © Indeed, during her friend's abſence, ſhe 


had no one to whom ſhe could ſo freely 


communicate her thoughts, as ſhe had too 


much reſpect for her affectionate mother, to 


entruſt her with any ſentiments, that would 
not bear the teſt of reaſon; but as ſhe was 
indulged with an uninſpected correſpondence, 
ſhe had the pleaſure of diſpatching volumi- 
nous accounts of whatever reflections occur- 
red to her mind. 


Conſcious that my readers muſt ere this 
be tired with the deſcription of a life of rural 


retirement, altogether unenlivened 'by inci- 
dent, and recollecting the opinion of a relation 


of our family, once Vicar of Wakefield, that 


we have a natural inquiſitiveneſs after high 
living and high lived company, I will, for the 
lake of variety, conclude this chapter with an 
epiſtle from Miſs Raby to Maria. 


The inconceivable hurry we are forced to 
bye in, has hitherto prevented me from ac- 
E Kknowledging 
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knovledging my dear Maria's kind lenters,. 

which with the utmoſt difficulty. I have f found 
C. time to read. You have no conception what 
_ mo fatigue I endure, - The pump- room, ſhop- 
4 ping, morning viſitors, dreſſing, and evening 
1 ' engagements, hardly permit me to ſwallow 

my ſoad: and were I not forced to exert my- 

elf, I ſhould die with the head-ach. I have 

had a vaſt deal of trouble in providing new 

dreſſes ; fince thoſe which I. made up at 

| Everdon, were all gothic before 1 arrived 

- here; and on entering the pump-room in 
one of them, Lady Jane Bellmour was con- 

vulſed with laughter, and declared my ap- 

BB pearance reminded her. of the tale of the 
E $3 beauty that ſlept one hundred years, and aſto- 
1 niſned the prince who awoke her, by the 
antiquity of her dreſs. _ £1 


42 


{; _ You may 1 how happy I am, when TI 
tell you I find the Counteſs. has determined 

to ſtay here during the ſeaſon. I am always 
= of her parties. Some ſcribbling wit has been 
14 l malicious enough to make ſatirical verſes on 
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| ber andiGir Hires. ] ˖ wilt - 


utmoſt good humour, . laughs, and declares 
when her woman has copied them, ſhe will 


ſend them to Lord Twaddle herſelf.” I never 
will believe there ãs any harm in her friend 


ſhip for Sir Harry; I know her to be the : 
moſt obliging charming woman in the world, | 


and ſhe really has an excellent heart. Some- 
times, 'tis true, ſhe is a little odd and diſtant, 
but if people of her rank may not be capri- 


cious, pray who ſhould ? Major Pierpoint is 


almoſt conſtantly with us, and the Counteſs 
rallies me about him inceſſantly. She vows 
he is deeply in love, becauſe he is ſo abſent. 
deny it utterly to her ladyſhip, but upon 
my word, Maria, I begin to think his at- 
tentions are uncommon: he always endea- 
vours to engage me for his partner, and if I 
refuſe, his vexation is fo evident, that I enjoy 
it exceſſively, and Lady Twaddle tells me 1 
deſerve neglect, nay, loſs of beauty, if I re- 
duce ſuch a charming fellow to deſpair. In- 
deed d ſometimes I think I am wrong, .for I 

| E 6 
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hear he plays high; and doubtleſs that is f * t 
nanny the ought of w_ nnn. 

1 am! not t able to beef e (for 
I never yet have been able to find an oppor- 
tunity to go to church. As to the ſoil; pro- 
ductions, and face of the ſurrounding country, 
I am totally ignorant; all I can tell you is, 
that there are ſome fine proſpects from dif-. 
ferent parts of the city, at which we caſt juſt 
a curſory look, for it is too like a novice to 
admire them, Really, Maria, you have ſe- 
lected very odd ſubjects for your enquiries. 


I repeated one day in a genteel company, 
your queſtions relative to the cauſes of the 
heat, and ſalubrious qualities of the water. 
Major Pierpoint told me, that as this ſpot has 
been long honoured by the peculiar aſſem· 
blage of beauties, theſe properties were be- 
ſtowed by nature, to improve the roſes on 
their cheeks, and melt the ice in their bo- 
foras. only repeat this as an inſtance of the 
Major's wit and politeneſs; but as he is now 

below, 
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below, waiting to eſcort us to the play, 8 
cannot add more than an . DNF the 
unalterable truth and nn wy 


th 
. ' 


1 am ans RABY. 


| HTS 
P. S. 1 forgot. to, tell you that my y father 
is well, but rather ont of humour, and ſome-- 
times quite ſnappiſh to the Major, which 


makes me Vero; unhappy. movin in : ad 
45 
— — ͥ — nM 
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N l 


| 

MJ 18 Pak at ant this che 
ceding letter, were of the mixed 

kind ; if her heart exulted at one ſentence, it 


turned with diſguſt from another. What 
moſt 
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moſt aſtoniſhed her was, that Lady T waddle 


ſhould exult at finding her behaviour to Sir 
Harry had attracted public attention. She 


did not diſpute Charlotte's opinion, that it 


was a proof of innocence; ſhe only thought 


it odd that innocence ſhould not reſent, ra- 
ther than be pleaſed at criminal imputations, 
As the letter, on the whole, was not wWhat 
ſhe wiſhed her mother to ſee, ſne was glad 
to find only general enquiries were made 


after the health and happineſs of her friend; 


and after peruſing it, ſhe carefully ap 
it in her eſcritoire. 


About this time Mrs. Williams's happi- 
neſs met with a very agreeable addition. A 


friend, with whom ſhe had been particularly 


intimate in Jamaica, came to live in Eng- 
land, and on her account fixed on Everdon 
for her reſidence. Mrs. Herbert was a 
widow lady of genteel fortune; her family 
conſiſted of only one ſon, who had been 
educated at Oxford, and was then gone to 


ow * tour of Europe with a young 
nobleman, 


[ 
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nobleman, more in the ien of a-frient!, 
than a tutor. CR Nd SL Pigs 65.08 
71 7 Y S173 7% 


As Mrs. ies was one of thoſe wore 
people who are reſpectable even in their fail- 
ings and infirmities, and had rendered Mrs. 
Williams many eſſential ſervices, that grateful 
woman exulted in the thought, that her re- 


covered health would enable her to adminiſ- 
ter to the wants of her declining and venerable 
friend, who was now advanced into the vale 


of years; and Maria, who had often deprived 
herſelf of Miſs Raby's fociety, from a reluct- 
ance to leave her mother alone, was pleaſed. 
with the thought that ſne had recovered a 
companion, whoſe loſs ſhe had often regretted 
with gratitude and reſpect. 


The Everdon party was ſoon after com- 
pleated by the return of the Raby's. Char- 
lotte did not come back with all the eclat 
and gaiety which her friend expected. Her 
father too ſeemed to accoſt her with leſs cor- 
diality; and when Maria enquired after the 

4 Major, 
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Major, Mifs Raby forbade” her, on any a8. 
count, to mention his name. The good thi- 
mour of the eaſy citizen, indeed ſoon return. 
ed; but his daughter grew more fretful every 
hour; the oſtenſible cauſe of which was, the 
, elt an ſameneſs of Any wen | 
N. ef 
Anxious to nebebe⸗ her uneaſſneſs, Maria 
* 0 to engage her in literary purſuits. The 
ſciences ſhe knew, required more attention 
than her friend was miſtreſs of; but as the 
had lately been indulged by her mother in a 
peruſal of lighter works, ſhe thought Eſſays 
and Poetry might bid fair to pleaſe, She 
ſoon perceived, with concern, that unleſs love 
was the ſubject, Charlotte turned with diſguſt 
from the unintereſting volume. This cir- 
cumſtance, added to the charge, never to 
mention the Major, ſuggeſted an idea ſhe 
would not for the world have communicated; 
it was however conſiderably! augmented: by 
her friend's burſting into TIC rn 
the following verſes: 
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Ah, happy nymph ! who ſtil] can boaſt, | 
She chains the rover I have loſt ; 
Happy, while yet ſhe hears him breathe, 
A tale that charms but too deceive: © | 
Happy while yet her eye can trace 

His manly forms, attractive grace. 


His brows with cheſnut ringlets crown d, 


As laurets once Apollo's bound; 
And like the god, his eye of fire 
Might well the muſes harp inſpire. 
Cupid, the god of, amorous wiles 


Has tip'd love's arrows with his ſmiles z ; - 


Winne 
Conviction to the hearer's heart. 

He pleads, and feminine diſdain 
Confeſſes all refiſtance vain : 

Nor but too late like me ſhall rue 
A dream too pleaſing to be true. 


For on hopes brilliant morn full ſoununn 


Shall ſteal the clouded languid noon, | 
No more ſhall Florio ſeek to pleaſe = 


By blending tenderneſs with eaſe t © © © 


Each winning grace thine eye ſhall ſee, 
No longer bloom, I mean for thee, 
With anguiſh theu ſhalt firſt perceive 


His brow can frown, his accents grieve ; * 
His eye, whence loves warm glances fle, 


Can gaze at careleſs diſtance too. 
And when the youtk ſhall coldly turn, 


Or ſternly thy fond dallianee ſpurn, * © 


Wilt thou then praiſe his form divige, 
Nor feel contempt and rage like mine 
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But ah! nor anger nor diſdain | 
Shall &er thy ruin'd peace regain; 
No longer ſhalt thou fit at eaſe, 
Fan'd by the evening's-gentleſt breeze; 
- And while the black birds chaunt in pairs, - 
Liſten with ſpirits blithe as theirs : - 
But, like the deer who tries to reſt, 
While the barb'd-arrow-pains-her breaſt, 
Thy heart condemn'd to drag its chain, 
Shall change its priſon but in vain. 11 


Py Nor meads nor ſhades ſhall give thee eaſe | 


Nor crowds divert, nor ſilence pleaſe ; 
Till thou canſt bid-remembrance ceaſe, 
Shall Floria's image murder peace. 


Charlotte dwelt. on the juſtneſs and appli- 

- cability of theſe lines, with uncommon ear- 
neſtneſs ; and perceiving Maria was not ſo 
liberal of her commendations, plainly told 


her, ſhe was decehwingd nerer to Were her 
opinion. 


Maria vindicated herſelf by ſaying, that 
though ſhe admired the poetry, ſhe was not 
pleaſed with the ardency of paſſion it ſug- 

© geſted; for ſhe thought neglect would in- 

ſtantly cure an ingenuous mind of the infa- 

. | ttation 


| 
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tuation of miſplaced love. Receiving no 
anſwer to this obſervation, ſhe produced a 
little manuſcript, which was more ſuited to 
her benevolent heart than the preceding. 
It was a tranſlation from the Latin, and had 
been given her by Mrs. Herbert chat morn- 
ing. The good lady had apologized for its 
defects, by ſaying it had been done by her 7 
ſon for a ſchool exerciſe, and was more to be 
commended for its 8 than  poetical or- 


namens. 


« It pleaſes me fad Maria, «as 4 be 


cimen of the ſimplicity with which the an- 
cients an their ſentiments,” 'T he ſub- 


gt HPP ern ee 


A Pinon. | 


Ae i dh is read ul PLING Keep, 
The flow of melting melody prolong ; 
Who guides the lyre with cadence bold and ſharp, = 
Through all the mazes. of enchanting ſang. 1 
Leave for a while the verſe. inſpiring grove,  _ | 
| And Helicon's green bank befring'd with flowers j — 
Mich me through miſery a horrid dungeon rove, 
Where fancy marſhals all her hideous powers. 
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How ſoul-appaling is the proſpeft 1 there 
Rebellious d ſcord ſcornful clanks her chain; 
Loud hits the ſnakes in her diſhevel d hair, 
While keen impatience aggravates her paint, 
There care in ſombre veſt deſponding ſighs 
Here guilty fevr anticipates his doom 
And while death's dreaded image multiples, | 
His ſhrieks re-echo's (brough the nigh!” s pale 8 
Am I deceiv'd, or does thine eye benign "I 
Beam ſoft through mild compaſſion's N 
To fethe wretched unaſſiſted pine. ol] 
To fe the captive left to periſh, here . 111... 
He droope, he languiſhes, as withering plants 
Languiſh beneath the ſun beam's noon-tide glare: | 
By fever ſcorch'd, in agony he pants, ; 
No tender conſort, ſooths his mortal care. * a 
Tr d of oppreſſiye woe's conti inual weight, | 
He calls on death to clole his W eyes; e 
Anon his infants ſeek th ĩten rate; 9 
And break the mournful eee 
Theſe ſcenes of anguiſh ſuit not tnee, ſweet mum 
To paint theſe horrors, 1 no more aſpire; | 
In ſome cool grot or verdant mead 1 chuſe, | 


To court the . Hil ſtrike the Wir, W 
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that ſhe thought might appear leſs eaſy go 
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d unintereſting ; then recurring to the verſes 
th which ſhe was charmed, obſerved, how 


tures the lady's concern at the alteration 
her lover's countenance:* She was going 
, when Maria archly obſerved, that her 
pid's. Charlotte colouring, aſſured her, 
t ſhe poſitively deteſted all men breath- 
>; but added, if ſhe could but live to ſee 
aria deeply in love, ſhe ſhould be the hap- 
ſt vg in the LOR: : 


£7 


ticularly deſcriptive that part was, which 


end ſpoke like an experienced votary of 
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CHAP, XI. 


bu j ; ETERMINED as Miſs Raby was, t 
1 bury in her own breaſt the cauſe of the 


uneaſineſs viſible to all, ſhe ſoon found her 
ſelf unequal to the taſk enjoined. I woul 
not have the younger part of my readers ſup 
poſe, that nature had niggardly denied to tit 
I fair Charlotte the power of ſtifling her con 
| plaints, and burying in Iilence ſentiment 
which ſhe was aſhamed to diſcover. I on 
mean that her inclinations, by habitual indu 
gence, were now grown almoſt irreſiſtible; 
and as ſhe fancied it would be pleaſant i 
converſe with Maria on the ſubject of he 
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tiſtreſs, ſhe did not chuſe to give herſelf the 
ain of exerting ſufficient fortitude to coun- 
eract that deſire. After an oath of ſecreſy, 
and a promiſe never to begin the ſubject in 
any future converſation, ſhe diſdoſed her 
ournful. BATON: a 


A little 5 r wrote her letter from 
Bath, the Major actually made her declara- 
ions of love: but while ſne was debating in 
hat manner to treat him after the diſco- 


been excited, forbade her lover his houſe, 
and treated him ſo rudely, that Pierpoint, 


our, had, in a large company, where the 


affair was mentioned, laid his hand upon his 


This ſome invidious perſon had repeated, and 
in conſequence of it, her father ia dern 


from Bath. „ 


ery, her father, whoſe ſuſpicions had long 
who was a man of great ſpirit and rigid ho- 


ſword, and in a peremptory tone declared, 
* that nothing but Raby's age and inſignifi- 
cance, preſerved him from his reſentment.” , 


Previous | 


„% ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 
Previous to her departure, ſhe wrote to 
the Major, and aſſured him of her diſappro- 
bation of her father's behaviour; but the had 
received no anſwer ; nay, worſe, Lady Twad- 
dle ſent her word, that his attentions to Miſs 
Mandeville were ſo marked; that tliey fur- 
3 A ſubject — common eng 
Mie Raby's mages wh Wee 
her ſtory. She knew her rival's fortune wa 
not ſufficient to engage a matrimonial ad- 
dreſs; but even the idea of à flirtation was 
more than ſhe could ſupport, and whatever 
it coft her, ſhe was determined to detach 


0 


_ Tos _ odious phat: Fm 2008 
Maria erinonl lah into' 127 friend's re- 
ſentment. She was aſtoniſhed that 'a man 
who had once loved her dear Charlotte, could 
even for a moment affect a ' preference for 
| | perſon to whom, though entirely unknown, 
; ſhe had aſcribed all the bad qualities which 
her candid and gentle mind would permit 
ber to aſſociate in any human being. Bu 
Wi 5 N 0, indeed 
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indeed the Major's whole; conduct was to- 
tally irreconcilable with the deference, perſe- 


yerance, and fidelity which ſhe attached to 
the name of lover; and ſhe ſuppoſed that it 


was only neceſfary to tell her friend's, ſtory, | 


to cover-him with reproach and deteſtation. 


My readers will perceive Maria was Aually 


a novice to the manners * world ang to 
love. | | 
2 a iT ” 


Though 3 to a friend, in ah you 
treme, yet ſhe could not avoid (on a retro- 


ſpect of her conduct) perceiving many eir- 


cumſtances of blame. Filial duty had now 


gained ſo great an aſcendeney over her mind, 
that it might be termed her ruling paſſion; 


and Charlotte's behaviour was totally irre- 


concileable with her ſentiments on this head. 
She was too ingenuous to conceal her diſap- 


probation, and Miſs Raby very frankly con- 


feſſed her faults, but extenuated them chem by ſay- 
ing, her ſubſequent conduct ſhould be directed 
by the ſtricteſt rules which prudence could 
deviſe. Pluming herſelf upon the virtues 

vor. 1. oe _ the 
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ſhe intended to practiſe, ſhe ſoon-:ſupprefied 

all that uneaſy conſciouſneſs of formerierrar, 

which would have introduced cautious timi. 
dity, and eagerly entered on her nn 

as eaſy __ to certain victory. | 


Mean time her father, whoſe nn con- 
cern had been deeply excited by the anxieij 
of which he too well gueſſed the cauſe, had 
thoughtfully revolved in his own mind the 
likelieft means to remove it; and having 
heard much of the efficacy of a new lover, in 
-effacing the image of an old one, he wrote 
to his banker in London, an account of his 
| b g s intended fortune; an encomium 

on her merit, and an enumeration of the re- 
quiſites that muſt meet in the character 6 
his future ſon. To form this happy being 
three good things were neceſſary; good tem. 
per, good conduct, and a good fortune; bu 
the laſt excellence was principally infiſted 


A perſon 


1 
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A perſon was ſoon found, i in general- efti- 
mation, to anſwer this deſcription, and -Mr. 
Vandermulin, the only ſon of an eminent 
merchant, was juſtly deputed by the gods of 
wealth and Jove, to pay a matrimonial viſit'to 
Everdon. He ſeemed no bad repreſenta- 
tive of the two divinities, as his perſon was 
handſome, and his dreſs and retinue ſplen- 
did. 


* 


Unfortunately, flattery had in his early 
youth whiſpered to him, that the immenſe 
wealth to which he was born, muſt irreſiſt- 
ably enforce from the world that attention, 
which they, who at their birth were leſs fa- 
voured by fortune, can only hope to acquire 
by induſtry, or the purſuit of literary attain- 
ments, He therefore waſted in boyiſh di- 
verſions, the important hours that ought to 
have been ſacred to inſtruction, and conſe- 
quently he arrived at the age of manhood 
with a wiſh, rather than an ability, to enjoy 
the ample wealth he poſſeſſed. Too narrow 
in his conceptions to diſtinguiſh gentility 

F 2 fronr 
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from'pomp, or the elegant gentleman 10 
the mechanical automaton, which riches can 
purchaſe of the taylor and the hair - dreſſer, he 
was contented with forming his external ap- 
pearance by the etiquette of faſhion and as 
he was perfe&t in the ſmall talk of the day, 
and abounded in ſervility which he miſtook 
for complaiſance, he mixed with great ſelf 
complacency, i in circles of which he was the 
conſtant jeſt. _ A natural inſenſibility of tem- 
per, and frigidity of heart, preſerved him alike 
from feeling contempt, and from engaging in 
ſcenes of diſſipation. This turn of mind, my 
readers will allow, is naturally unfavourable 
to the exertion of benevolence and virtue, 
unleſs called forth by ſome acquired princi- 
ple. I am ſorry to add, that ſelfiſhneſs was 
the ſentiment moſt carefully inſtilled into the 
breaſt of young Vandermulin. The motive 
of his viſit was announced by a letter from 
his father. He delivered his credentials, and 
Mr. Raby knew too well the largeneſs of 
trade and capital ee to the houſe f 

Vandermulin, 
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Vandermulin, to heſitate a moment in giving 


im a moſt cofdial receptſbn. 

He was ſoon edbed & C EI and 
the father with great pleaſure beheld the 
young lady receive his overtures with viſible 
ſatisfaction, 


Indeed, the tranſport ſhe felt, was like her 


ſorrows; too great to be confine@to her own 
breaſt. She Ment for Maria, and after again 
charging her never to breathe a ſyllable of 
her - attachment to Major ' Pierpoint ; ſhe 
aſſuxed her friend that it was entirely con- 
quered; that ſhe felt a lively eſteem for her 
new lover, and was reſolved; by her ready 


acquieſcence in her father's will, to attone for 


all RIO won 0 


Maria was Ade with the news, caſa 
eagerly begged to be introduced to the young 
merchant, with whom, as the deſtined huſ- 
band of her Charlotte, ſhe wiſhed to eulti- 
vate a friendly intimacy. With all the mo- 

F 3 deſt 
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deſt ſprightlineſs, and ingenuous candour pe- 
culiar to her charadter, ſhe endeavoured to 
draw him into converſation ; but ſorry I am 
to obſerve, that converſation- was not his 
forte. All the endeavours of the ladies could 
procure nothing further than an affirmative, 
or an obſervation quite as ſimple and acquieſ- 
cent. 


When people are determined to be pleas 
ed, they ſeldom plague themſelves. with.re« 
fined diſquiſitions. The girls, when by 
themſelves, readily joined in praiſing their 
well dreſſed hair, and ſuperb waiſtcoat;z and 
Maria talked of his extr@n good nature 
reſpectful obligingneſs, and ſhe was going ta 
add, modeſt timidity, but: finding that her 
friend did not include that in the catalogue 
of male virtyes, ſhe ſhortened her 


* 


» 
WH 


Acday of triumph was now projected, which 
was fully to indemnify Charlotte for all her 
: | paſt F 


= 
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paſt mortifications. She had received an in- 
knew that Miſs Mandeville was returned 
from Bath, and would be of the party. Noth- 
ing more need be ſaid to explain her intends! 
ed happineſs. - | | | 


Mrs. Williams: was prevailed upon to let 
Maria partake of her friend's exultation, and 
on the day appointed, eh Mr. 
Raby in r tn Nei, 


Mig Raby; dreſſed 15a fle ebe 
elegange, was drivenby, Mr. Vandermulin in 
his Phaeton and foury n ee 
out riders 


As I am — chuſe rather to 
truſt to their feelings, than to flatten, hy my 
inadequate deſcription, the pleaſure which 
they muſt ſuppoſe our fair coquette felt, 
when the carriages drove up the cirele at 


Mrs. Robſon's, and ſhe perceived amongſt 
the number which this 3 buſtle 
F 4 had 


1 


his wealth and conſequence. No circum- 
ſtance happened, however trivial, but it ſerv» 
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had attracted to the drawing-room windows, 


the viſage of Miſs Mandeville, which was, in 
Charlotte's idea, much lengthened by male- 
volence. She fprung up the ſteps, and 
ſwam into the room with all the eaſe of icon- 
ſcious pre-eminence ; then taking a chair by 
her rival belle, ſtrove to compleat her 1 


| pls the moſt wi eg attentions. | V 


Mr. Raby, meantiine, was buly 4 
ed ela one his friend (He looked very 


Ggnificantly when he ſpoke that word) to the 
company, and in exerting all the ingenuityiof 
which he was capable, to impreſs an iſea af 


ed to aſſiſt his grand deſign. Did any one 
mention the ſtorms, common at the ſummer 


ſolſtice, he applied to the young merchant, to 


know if this did not make his heart ach for 
the ſafety of the n fleet which his . 
— 


1 
918 
5 


Did 
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Did politics engrofs the converſation, Mr. 
Raby was only anxious to know what effect 
the conſequences which they deduced, would 
have upon the three per cents. in which a 
worthy friend of his, that gentleman's father, 
had lodged near one hundred thouſand pounds. 


If any body-ſpoke of a good houſe, it was 
nothing to Mr. Vandermulin's ſeat in 
ire. Even culinary ſubjects afforded 
an opportunity to enumerate the frequency. of 
turtle and veniſon at his friend's' table; in 
fine, the Vandermulins were paragons of ex- 
cellence, and all. competition was vain 
while the ſmiling lover ſilently bowed aſſent to 
all theſe well meant a 


But fate, ever unpropitious to the wiſhes of 
Charlotte, prepared new mortifications. Juſt 
before tea was ſerved, Major Pierpaint un- 
expectedly made his appearance; and though 
a common riding dreſs gave him an air of 
diſhabille, an eaſy deportment and elegance 

2 = 
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of dreſs, Ae the man of en 
out any decorating e wont] 


3B Charlotte coloured ; Mr. Raby was ſtruck 
HY dumb. The Major politely ſtepped round 
Fol the circle, and ſaid ſomething in a low tone 
to every individual, which put them in good 
humour - with themſelves. He then ſeated 
himſelf; but with an air of recollection and 
reſpectful diſtance; addreſſed himſelf to Mr. 
Raby, expreſſing his hopes, that his reſidence 
at Bath had proved beneficial to his health. 


To Charlotte he expatiated on his con- 
cern, that ſhe left that agreeable place before 

ſhe was thoroughly initiated into its amuſe» | 
ments and beauties. 


He then enlarged on a public breakfaſt 
given by Lord S, but two days after her 
departure, and aſſured her that many of her 
friends, himſelf amongſt the number, could 
ſcarce enjoy it, through er at _ _ 
fence. 


1 
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Mr. Raby and his daughter were much 
too ſurpriſed and agitated, to reply, and our 

gay military n now attacked Mr. 1975 

dermulin. chen 


Never, n 4 more com 
pleat contraſt, The icy reſerve in Which 
the young merchant had hitherto been wrap- 
ped, was forced to diſſolve inſtantaneduſiy be- 
fore the warm beams of the ſoldier's irrefiſti-- 
ble verſatility. This was unfortunate; for” 
ſilence was as favourable to Charlotte's new 
lover, as converſation was to her old one. 
The company ſoon began to ſmile, then to 


titer, at laſt a mn 


Fierpoim; who che! the Aude pe- 
liteneſs of manner, and command of counte 
nance, looked round with affected aſtoniſ 
ment, to diſcover from what cauſe the laugh 
proceeded. This did but redouble the peal 
of merriment, and Vandermulin, Who was! 
really as ignorant of the cauſe as his rival ap- 

eib a 


E 
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peared to be, by j Joining in * rendered/it 
der i eine Hatt 

e 
B 11 Raby, wi 8 by yexation 
and terror, had ſuffered his features to relax 
no farther than a ſuſile, being inſormed the I 

carriages were ready, hurried his daughter 

from the dangerous compariſon. The Ma- 
jor ſprang towards her, and reſpectfully tak · 
ing her hand, led her to the phaeton, and then 
with a bow, which ſhe judged indicative 'of 
eue ax r her to the cn 
his n. c 


NIS. Raby Win home ent. ad 4 
jected. A perſon diſſatisfied with their own 
conduct, is apt to transfer to others the re- 
ſentment which properly belongs to them- 


tei 2105 $541 

Charlotte, he making © evty 0 one inet 
her ſenſible of her diſpleaſure, retired early to 
ſpend a ſleepleſs night, in thinking of the 

happineſs that would haue been her portion, 


* 
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if Mr. Vandermulin and the Major could but 
change n. 


That phileſophy which I wiſh. m — 
to poſſeſs, is conſtantly occupied in aſſimu- 
lating our deſires with our ſituations. Sorry 
I am to obſerve, that my heroine's friend was 
totally ignorant of this uſeful ſcience; had ſhe 
known it, ſhe would have found the vaſt- 
weight of miſery, under which ſhe now n 
a very PEE n 151 


Mr. Raby was if _ * the 
next morning, that her young lady was dread-» / 
fully indiſpoſed. The terrified father imme 1 
diately ſent for an eminent phyſician ; but her 
diſorder, which was violent hyſtericks, would 
not yield to any medical preſcription. At 
laſt Jenny was bribed to confeſs, that love 
for the Major was the ſole cauſe of her miſ- 
tre's complaints, and that ſhe muſt either 
die, or have her heart debe r. 
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Mr. Raby, with indulgearione had never 
known how to reſiſt the leaſt defire of hi$ 
child, felt on this occaſion all that undeter- 
mined anxiety, which concern for her preſent 
ſicuation, and ee for her future —_— 


excited, -- x ; 


T he fear of jofing her, as her ni 
grew hourly more violent, at length prevail... 
ed; and he aſſured: her of his entire com- 
pliance with her wiſhes; which, with the in- 
telligence that Mr. Vandermulin was abſo- 
lutely diſmiſſed, produced fo. amazing 2 
change, that in a few hours ſhe pos mm 
Op recovered. | 

| The difficulty now was, in what way to 
allure the Major to renew his addreſſes. 
Miſs Raby was poſitive, that though he had 
entirely ſtifled his reſentment, he ſtill con- 
tinued too ſuſceptible of his former ill uſage, 
to viſit them without an expreſs intimation 
that his company would be agreeable; and 
n g a relapſe, if her ſentiments were op- 

poſed, 


— 
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poſed, her father reluẽtanthy wrote to the 
young ſoldier, and expreſſed his wiſhes to 
ſee him at the manor. | 77 


-. CHAT. 


ET me now give a clue to the charac- 
ter of this all-conquering ſon of Mars; 
the favourite of the fair, diſtinguiſhed for 
elegance, expence, and diſſipation. The ar- 
row of love, which had ſo deeply pierced 
Charlotte's heart, had but feebly tinkled on 
the Major's. If it did not appear like an at- 
tempt at wit, I could explain my reafon fox 
adopting an epithet applicable to metallic 
ſubſtances, by obſerving, that in his breaſt 
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13 gold had entirely uſurped har ought * 
a I | been the ſeat of the ſofter eee 


* 


; 1 | | Shuddering at the idea of matrimony, 1 
1 it ſhould abridge that valued liberty, which 
| in the world's eye excuſes licentiouſneſs, he 
=: never thought of the fair ſex but as an occa. 
Mi ſional amuſement, unleſs; wherivan ill run of 

= luck at the gaming table, convinced him of 
; the neceſſity of employing ſome ways and 
means to recruit a . fortune. 


He was in theſe clecumfiances, when he 
firſt made propoſals to the fair heireſs of 
Everdon; and his reſentment at her father 
behaviour, and her own coquetiſh humour, 
was raiſed by an unexpected influx of good 
fortune, to the moſt confirmed indignation of 
inſulted honour. But as the manners of thoſe; 
whoſe conduct depends on the turn of a: die, 
are ever varying, a melancholy reverſe, and 
= | the refuſal of a woman, whoſe eſtate was ſu- 
5 perior, again returned this ſhuttlecock ads 
= mirer to Miſs Raby, ak | 

Her 
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Her behaviour at Mrs. Robſon' s, convin-: 


ced him of his intereſt in her heart; andie- | 
knew too well her - father's tenderneſs,” to 
doubt his ultimate compliance, or to fear the 
wealth, or even the ſmiles of his handfome: 


rival. Indeed, he judged it would be ne- 
ceſſary to corroborate with her inclinations ; 


and whilſt he was reflecting in what manner 


he ſnould renew his ſuit, Mr. Raby's letter 


informed him, that his kind miſtreſs had re-, 
moved every difficulty, and had left him no 
more to do, but to al 8 k 


T 


triumph. Ws." 5, 52 1 


Major rn was not among the num 


ber of the few lovers, that feel their tender 
eſteem confirmed, by perceiving that the lady 


entertains an attachment as forcible as their 


own. Inſtead of behaving at Raby-Hall 
with all the gratitude and tenderneſs of a man 
who is ſpeedily to receive wealth and happi- 


happy conſciouſneſs, which a man, ſenſible of 


% 


neſs from a beloved object, our military lover's 
manner was marked by that careleſs caſe, and 
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his n worth, can aſſume. Perceivingeven 
diftant attentions, highly grateful to Char- 
lotte, he conſulted his own character, rather 
than her expectations, and deemed it * 
4409: ee eee „ eng 


hen Mr. Nane hinted tw ded 
he had thrown out at Bath, he refuſed to be 
catechized-for- faules, which Miſs'Raby"s con- 
n en ere ee , 


"He anſwered emequiries about his a 
by diſſertations on his rank, ſituation, and 
Connexions ; yet to Charlotte, (who exulted 
in the idea of fiting the rover, againſt whom 
ſo many bright eyes had in vain directed their 
- * artiffery) this non-obeiſance had a charm, 

which the moſt paſſionate admiration frony 
another could not 29808 | 


Prefichinarie are bon fixed, eat 
is determined to yield; but Miſs Raby, whoſe 
coquettiſh diſpoſition had not yet entirely ſub- 
_ was 9 for a little 

time, 


! 
N 
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time, the accompliſhed beau, whom ſhe held 
in chains, Beſides, it was her wiſh to appear 
with all the eclat of bridal ſplendor, in the 
gay circles of the metropolis ; for theſe rea · 
ſons, therefore, her nuptials were deferred 
till che commencement of the enſuing winter. 


| + 95 1 | r * 
CHAP, XIII. 
HE intereſting events at Raby-Hall, 


have long detained me from the do- 
meſtic and ſerene life of the amiable Maria, 
to whom I now with pleaſure return. 
4 9 2 | 
As her innocent mind, formed: for confis 
dence, delighted in the free. interchange of 
| ſentiments 
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ſentiments with her inmates and friends, th 
felt happy in being releaſed from the injunc- 
tion of ſecreſy, and frequently converſed with 
her mother upon the ſubject of her friend, 
Still partial to Charlotte, ſhe endeavoured, 
with the ſweeteſt ſimplicity, to excuſe thols 
errors which her candour forced her to alloy; 
and ſhe ſometimes apologized for her paſt le- 
vity, by ſaying, that ſhe was happy to think 
the dear girl would be, expoſed to no more 
trials, but would enjoy in the proteCtion of 


the man ſhe loved, all the peace and ſecurity 
Incident to the 1 NEG character. 


Nin. Willd dicuck Seng 'to dif 
troy the pleaſure which this reflection afford- 
ed, thought it her duty to remove- ſome erro- 


neous ideas, which inexperience occaſioned 


her daughter to entertain, and after having 
paſſed. a compliment to Charlotte's diſinte. 
reſtedneſs, in declining the addreſſes of the 
man of wealth whom ſhe could not love 
the thus tl, 


w 


ADVANTAGES: OF EDUCATION. 117 


cc You, "perhaps, my dear, will wonder 
f doubt the reality of your friend's attach- 
ent. You will tell me, that the partiality 
to which ſhe has ſacrificed not only pru- 
dence, as it regards fortune but I fear I 
uſt add, as connected with delicacy, muſt 
be real. Before you affirm it to be ſo, tell 
me, Maria, what qualities does Major Pier- 
point poſſeſs, upon which love may, with 
propriety, be founded? you ſay his know- 
ledge is rather ſpecious than ſubſtantial; this 
argues no intellectual pre-eminence ; and 
when you own that his negligent behaviour 
to Charlotte often brings tears into her eyes, 
you militate ſadly againſt the goodneſs of his 
moral qualities. I know that you will not 
urge advantages, merely perſonal, as a mo- 
tive for love; let us then caſt a retroſpect on 
your friend's conduſdt. 


7 She firſt 8 to like Mew. as a n | 
ner at a ball; ſhe thought of him more ſeri- 
ouſly, when aſſured by Lady T waddle, that 
he was in love with her ; but when he ac- 

ns: tually 


- 
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tually made her propoſals, ſhe appeared i 

doubt how to act, and was only confirmed u 

his favour by her father's diſapprobatio 

| Mortified at his neglect, but anxious to han 
a lover, ſhe ſtemed very well reconciled ty 
the attendance of Vandermulin, till an u 
fortunate rencontre placed Pierpoint in 1 
more agreeable point of view than his rival; 
and it is only from that time that ſhe hy 
ſeemed conſiſtent in her conduct, and decided 
in her preference. 


« Forgive me, Maria, but I muſt trace 
your friend's conduct to a paſſion very op- 
poſite to love, I mean vanity. | You ſtan- 
we have all our failings—I can reconcile her 
conduct to no other principle. To be ie 
object of envy and admiration, is your Char- 
lotte's ruling paſſion; and whether it fixe 
on immenſe wealth, or genteel deportment, 


it is ſtill vanity ; if you n 
queſtions. 


+ 4 
- | -» 
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« Do you think your friend could be hap- 
py with her dear Major, in retirement, where 
no one but ſimple ruſtics could admire her 
choice; or do you think, if at Mrs. Rob- 
ſon's, the gentlemen, inſtead of diſplaying 

their wit, had exhibited their purſes, and the 
applauſe of the company had been directed to 
him, who in this competition proved trium- 
phant, that ſhe would have changed her ideas 
of the young merchant ſo inſtantaneouſly ?” 


Maria ſmiled at this ſuppoſition, and con- 
ſeſſed that ſhe believed her friend had pic- 
tured to herſelf very ſtrongly what the warld 
would ſay of her conqueſt, and ſhe thought it 
equally true, that Vandermulin would not 
have been ſo ſoon diſmiſſed, if the laugh 
againſt him at Mrs, Robſon's had not been 
ſo univerſal, | 


«] ur dear,” reſumed Mrs. Williams, 
« that you muſt ſoon give up a paſſion which 


depends ſo entirely upon the opinion of 
others. have no doubt. but Miſs Raby is 
firmly 
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to Miſs Mandeville, and waited till riper | 
years produced a more rational attachment. 


penſive recollection; to divert it, 
liams begged her to fetch her guitar, and 
adapt it to the words of the following ſong: 


* 1 
: 
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firmly perſuaded of its reality, and I mu 
now wiſh that the deluſion 'may laſt. May 
ſhe never regret the too yielding temper of 
her kind father, or lament that ſhe did not 
exert more ſelf-command. Her proſpedts 
Maria, appear to you agreeable ; I look at 
them with concern. Major Pierpoint has 
not hitherto ſhewn himſelf to be a man capa- 
ble of exalting a girliſh fancy into rational 
eſteem ; and I greatly doubt whether your 
Charlotte will ever find herſelf ſo happy a 
ſhe would have been, if ſhe could have ſup- 
preſſed her idea of the neceſſity of always hay- 
ing a lover, and having buried in her own 
breaſt, an inclination which J muſt term the 
offspring of caprice, if ſhe had reſigned Vans 
dermulin to his money bags, and the Major 


aà fit of 
; Wit 


Theſe reflections threw Maria int 


„ _ Sil 
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| 5 

Still ſhall delighted taſte revere TE 

The peaceful groves to ſcience dear, 

The plain, the beech, the olive's ſhade; 

All facred to the Athenian maid z _ 

With theſe the Heliconian bay, 

Inſpirer of th* immortal lay ! 


2 2 
The happy few who here reſide, ; f 
Safe from th oppreſſor's wrongs abide, | 
Tempeſts of paſſion or of fate | 
May ſhake the manſions of the-great ; 
Yet ſhall the ſacred laurel guard 
The ſtudious tage, and raptur'd bard, 


| 3 — 

The myrtle Paphia's queen bequeaths, 

May boaſt fair flowers and fragrant wreaths 3 

But can it like the bay defy | | 
The rigour of the wintry ſky ; | TAX . 
Or, as Minerva's Olive bear 4 n 

Rich fruits, as well as Voſſoms fair? A 
| OTE TEE r ile 1 
Oh! gather in life's early prime, . >. = 
The produce which deſpiſes timez 1 : 
Waſte not in pleuſureꝰs ſoothing! bowers 2ͤĩ 
Youth's irrecoverable hours? 0 0707 oO 
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Thoſe hours in folly's book enroll 9 ro 5 A 


Lemons ma a: 8 
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5 pleaſure, that her daughter ſubmitted to re- 
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4 


$ 
Oh! ſeize the time, with happieſt aim 
Awake exertion's powerful flame; 
Now bend to reaſons calm controul 
_ Each rebel paſſion of the ſoul : 
And from th' approving gods demand 
Immortal glory's ſtarry band. | 


4 4 
a 
* 


Y 


RS. Williams, ho Cakes ſome 
time perceived, with unſpeakable 


tirement, no leſs from motives of in 1 ion, 
than from duty, began to feat, lef the ap- 


proaching marriage Of her friend org 


12 . * 
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by renewing her defire for the pleaſures of 

the great world, into which Charlotte way 
about to enter; or by caufing a vacuity in 
her employments, varia it would be difficult 
to fill, 


She had however the ſatisfaction to find, 
that her apprehenſions were erroneous. So 
far from wiſhing to partake of the bride's 
gaiety, Maria congratulated herſelf on the 
thought, that ſhe ſhould know, by deſcrip- 
tion, every party of pleaſure in which they 
had been engaged, when the Major and his 
lady returned in the ſpring to Everdon, with- 
out feeling the fatigue and hurry incident to 
the reality, As to the time ſhe uſed to ſpend 
with Charlotte, ſhe had plamed a number of 
freſh engagements, that would fully employ 
it. She determined to aſſign a large portion 
ol it to Mrs. Herbert, and as that worthy 
woman's infirmities had greatly impaired her 
companionable powers, and rendered her in- 
tereſting only to thoſe who could value in- 
trinſic worth, ſuch a reſolution indiſputably 

G 2 proved 
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proved the excellente of Maria's heart. She 
had beſides determined to make her friend a 
wedding preſent; and as her finances would 
not admit of much expence, ſhe reſolved that 
her needle and pencil ſhould give it an addi- 
tional value; and laſtly, ſhe propoſed to at- 
tend more regularly to the concerns of the 
litle ſchool which ſhe had eſtabliſhed ; and 
having ſelected a few of the beſt ſcholars, ſhe 
determined to give them ſuch further im- 
provement as was ſuitable to their ſituation, 


and ſuperior to what their dame could 
beſtow. 


Such was Maria's plan. Her mother con- 
templated her with all the tranſport of ma- 
ternal love, and with all its apprehenſion. 
This exemplary woman had hitherto been 
employed in improving her underſtanding, 
and elucidating her judgment; and ſhe per- 
ceived the happy effect of her care, in the 
temper and manner of her child. 


* ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION, ng 


There is a paſſion, whoſe influence i is often 
moſt fatal in minds of ſuperior excellence; a 
paſſion which blaſts the ſanguine glow of pa- 
rental hope, and finks with premature de- 
preſſion the lively chearfulneſs fo agreeable in 

youth, My fair readers will wonder that an 
old. maid can intend this animated deſcrip- -. 
tion for love, but it was with that paſſion 
Mrs. Williams feared to contend, 

An accurate obſerver of Maria's character, 
ſhe perceived enthuſiaſm to be its predomi- 
nate fault, and in the inſtance of her friendſhip 
for Miſs Raby, ſhe was convinced that the 
warmth of her attachments would be equal- 
led by their durability ; for though her con- 
ſciouſneſs of Charlotte's errors was often a 
ſource of diſtreſs, her love remained unalter- 
ed, or rather ſtrengthened by time and inti- 
' Macy. | | 5 


Mrs. Williams had indeed wiſhed to culti- 
vate in her daughter a retired domeſtic turn 
of mind; but it was principally from her ap- 
G 3 Fee 
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prehenſion of Maria's forming ſome prema- 
ture attachment, that ſhe had endeavoured to 
ſeclude her from the danger of mixed ſo- 
ciety ; and as. care often defeats its object, 
perhaps in this inſtance ſhe carried her pre- 
ſentiment of danger too far. 


One fine autumnal evening, Maria, who 
had been to ſpend the day with her friend, 
then confined to the houſe by a ſlight indiſ- 
Poſition, to avoid the wet graſs in the ſhrub- 
bery, as it was later than uſual, choſe to walk 
home by the horſe road. 


She had proceeded to the middle of the 
lane, when ſhe was overtaken by a gentle- 
man, accoutered as a ſportſman, who ſtruck 
by the ſimplicity, neatneſs, and beauty of her 
appearance, entered into converſation with 
her about general topics; the fineneſs of the 
evening, and the beautiful ſcenes which the 


country at that ſcaſon of the year nn 


There 
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There was no impropriety in this ren- 
countre, yet when Maria perceived that her 
mother, alarmed at her ſtay, was coming to 
meet her, a viſible confuſion took place, of 8 
the ingenuous vivacity which — dif- 
tinguiſhed her manner. 


The ſtranger inſtantly accoſted Mrs. Wil- 
liams with equal politeneſs and freedom, but 
that lady, whoſe natural frankneſs had been 
conſiderably chilled by the unpleaſant leſſons 
which experience teaches, replied only with 
that cool civility which the laws of good 
breeding required; and Maria, on compar- 
ing the difference of her behaviour to her 
mother's, grew fearful of having been guilty 
of a fault, and continued ſilent the reſt of the 


way. 


When arrived at the gate which led to their 
garden, the ladies courteſied, the ſtranger re- 
ſpectfully took leave, and proceeded on his 
walk; but Maria, notwithſtanding her o- 

ther's intimation that the evening was- damp, | 
264 een 
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continued looking down the lane until. the 
5 was out of ſight. 


k 


Error is ſo deeply intermixed with human 


affairs, that even thoſe plans which at firſt 
view are eſt&med perfect, contain, on a 


nearer inſpection, a portion of ill. Thus, 


. that retired way of life, which ſeems, on a 
firſt view, moſt favourable to the culture of 


female virtue, unhappily engenders that ro- 


mantic turn of mind which is frequently fatal 
to female peace. This humour is remedied 
by an early commerce with the world; and 
a girl, with half Maria's ſenſe, who has been 
long accuſtomed to the general attentions of 
the other ſex, will laugh to hear me ſay, that 
the extraordinary incident of being eſcorted - 


an hundred yards, by an unknown beau, was 
ſufficient to annihilate the cheerfulneſs, and 
_ diſturb the attention of a lovely girl of nine- 
_- _— a whole * | 


Her mother, by whom the leaſt chanki of | 


manners, did not paſs unobſerved, wondered, 
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that inſtead of chatting with her uſual eaſe 7 
upon the- little adventures of: the day, ſne 
mentioned not a ſyllable of her accidental: 
companion; but as this exemplary parent 
carefully: avoided the moſt diſtant appearance 
ol prying eurioſity, ſhe forbore any enquiry. 
She knew Maria's mind. was, invigorated by 
ſentiments, that would enable her with ſpirit ; 
and propriety to repreſs audacity, and reſent: 
inſult, and cheerfully truſted to her conduct. 


C HA P., XV.. 


Mean now to follow the ſtranger, whom 

I deſire my readers to recognize by the 
name of Stanley. He was much ſtruck with 
; . G. 5. 
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the agreeable aſpect of the village nymph, 
and ſuppoſing her contuſion, at the appear- 
ance of her mother, to be the effect which 
auſterity naturally cauſes in a ſuſceptible heart 
impatient of reſtraint, he reſolved to be more 
fully ſatisfied of the truth. of theſe his Jug- 
geſtions. 


Wich this deſign he ſtopped at a public 
houſe at the end of the lane, and after calling 
for ſome refreſhment, enquired of the Hoſt, 
to whom the neat houſe, which he had juſt 


paſſed, belonged... 


My hoſt, who for garrulity, ſcorned to 
yield the palm of ſaperiority to Madam Du: 
Pont; and delighted with a gueſt, whoſe ap- 
pearance announced more gentility than he 
was accuſtomed to in his viſitors, exerted all. 
: his powers of entertainment. But I ſhould: 
have premiſed, that Mrs. Williams had not 
confined her attention merely to the wants of 
her poor neighbours; ſhe had alſo inſpected 
their morals, and had ever, in her charity, 
given; 
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given a preference to thoſe who leaſt fre- 
quented public houſes, which. ſhe conſidered 
as the chief origin of the vices of the lower 


orders of mankind. Iam not going to exa- 


mine the truth of this poſition, but will ob- 
ſerve, that amongſt the enemies this. opinion. 
created, was the maſter of the Blue Boar, 


who determined; now he had an opportunity, 
to give vent to his indignation, 


He began therefore by ſaying, «that the-, 


was a bookiſh gentlewoman,. and counted 
deadly cunning, but as far as he knew, he 
thought ſhe ſeemed to have a mort of. pride,, 


and moſt folks thought her ſtingy. What 


was worſe, ſhe was wonderful ftrit with: Miſs, 


who was as pretty good humoured a locking 


kind of body as ever he withed to ſee. He 
told feveral anecdotes in ſupport of his opi+ 
nion, but as it is unneceflary to repeat them, 
J will only obſerve, för the information of 


ſuch readers as are unacquainted with ruſtic: 


eharacters, that when they mean to deſcribe a. 
perſon as wholly deteſtable, they in a laconic 
0 G 6, way 
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way call them proud and ſtingy ; and again, 
good humour and freeneſs, by which word 
they mean liberality, compriſes all the virtues 
of which they can form an idea. This little 
digreſſion may be uſeful to thoſe who wiſh to 
acquire rural popularity, and as it may often 
be gained by a nod or a ſmile, I would adviſe 
them to make the cheap purchaſe. 


Mr. Stanley, who poſſeſſed a head, that 
would have done honour to a better heart, 
liſtened with exultation to a deſcription 
which correſponded with the opinion he had 
already formed. From the ſimple outline 
given by the landlord, he finiſhed full length 
portraits. He conceived it would be no dif- 
ficult matter to perſuade an unexperienced 
girl, tired of confinement, to quit the rigid 
rules preſcribed by a ſevere mother, and fly 
to a protector who: promiſed. freedom, and 
_ pleaſure. From every circumſtance of their 
eottage and appearance, he judged ſhe:had not 
been uſed to the indulgence of wealth, and it 
was in his power to increaſe the temptation he 
0 held 
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held out, by the ſtrong allurements of affſu- 
ence. What he principally depended upon, 
was the powerful efficacy of ſolicitations from 
a lover, whoſe perſon and manner far exceed- 
ed any one ſhe had ever ſeen. This, ſelf- 
love aſſured him muſt” be irreſiſtible, but at 
any rate this purſuit promiſed a relief from 
ennui, during the time, . which through ſome 
awkward circumſtances, he was obliged to 
paſs in retirement, and if defeated in his pro- 
jects, he could but abandon them. For hi- 
therto love, though he had often affected an 2 
intimacy, had, like a diſtant reſpectful gueſtt. {2 
paid but ſhort viſits to his heart, and always lf 
departed exactly at the time prefixed. 2 „ 


It is the property of guilt, through timidity, 
to aſſume thoſe diſguiſes of low cunning, which 
virtue contemns, becauſe: ignorant of their 


Stanley fancied, that the licentious dear 
he dared to form againſt Maria, would be- 
come viſible even to the indiſcriminating ex 
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way call them proud and ſtingy ; and again, 
good humour and freeneſs, by which word 
they mean liberality, compriſes all the virtues 
of which they can form an idea. This little 
digreſſion may be uſeful to thoſe who wiſh to 
acquire rural popularity, and as it may often 
be gained by a nod or a ſmile, I would adviſe 
them to make the cheap purchaſe. | 


Mr. Stanley, who poſſeſſed a head, that 
would have done honour to a better heart, 
_ - bſtened with exultaton to a deſcription 
which correſponded with the opinion he had 
already formed. From the ſimple outline 
given by the landlord, he finiſhed full length 
portraits. He conceived it would be no dif- 
ficult matter to perſuade an unexperienced 
girl, tired of confinement, to quit the rigid 
rules preſcribed by a ſevere mother, and fly 
to a protector who: promiſed. freedom and 
pleaſure. From every circumſtance of their 
eottage and appearance, he judged ſhe:had. not 
been uſed to the indulgence of wealth, and it 
was in his power to increaſe the temptationhe 
IH | "£46 held 
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held out, by the ſtrong allurements of aff - b 
ence. What he principally depended upon, 
was the powerful efficacy of ſolicitations from 
a lover, whoſe perſon and manner far exceed- 
ed any one ſhe had ever ſeen. This, ſelf- 
love aſſured him muſt be irreſiſtible, but at 
any rate chis purſuit promiſed a relief from 
ennui, during the time, . which through ſome 
awkward circumſtances, he was obliged to 
paſs in retirement, and if defeated in his pro- 
jects, he could but abandon them. For hi- 
therto love, though he had often affected an . 
intimacy, had, like a diſtant reſpectful gueſt;,, MM 
paid but ſhort viſits to his heart, and always q 
departed exactly at the time prefixed. 


It is the property of guilt, through timidity, 
to aſſume thoſe diſguiſes of low cunning, which 
virtue contemns,. becauſe ignorant of their 


THe & 
ule. ; . | PT: 1 FEES | 


Stanley fancied, that the licentious deſnm 
he dared to form againſt Maria, would be- 
come viſible even to the . en; 
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of ruſtic ſimplicity, unleſs he cautiouſly con+ 
cealed it by affected indifference. 


Suddenly turning the diſcourſe, he enquired: 
after other neighbouring families; and his 
hoſt, delighted with having an opportunity of. 
diſplaying his ſtore of intelligence, was copi - 
ous in the recital. He did not need an- 
ſwers; it was lucky he did not, for his gueſt 
was too abſorbed in thought to give any, till 
his attention was again rouſed by a deſcrip-- 
tion of the Raby family, after whom he caſu- 
ally 3 


« Squire Raby,” ſaid my landlord, lives 
at the great houſe at the other end of the 
lane, a good open-hearted gentleman as ever 
lived. Why ſometimes of an evening, when 
he has no company, he will walk here and: 
taſte my tap. Muſs Charlotte, that's his 
daughter, fir, for there is never a young ſquire; 
my coulin Jenny is her waiting gentle woman, 
and ſhe no more minds giving her a gown. 
that the has worn but a day or two, than I do 
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drinking your good health. Oh, ſhe is ſo 
free and ſo merry, Jenny ſays, and if ſhe ever 
quarrels with her, in a minute ſhe is ſo good, 
and will give her any thing to make it up 
again. They keep & rare houſgg no lock- 
ing of cellar, doors, and whoever goes, why 
the roaſt beef ſtands ready, and they are wel- 
come to the run of the knife. 


Al the gentry about viſit Squire Raby, 
and Jenny ſays that they cut up more meat 
into outlandiſh diſhes, that even the dogs 
wont eat, than all the folks in our pariſh can 
get. He loves jollity, good foul, bleflings on 
his heart; his ſervants are rare friends to me. 


« Miſs is going to be married, if ſhe is, 
poor Miſs Williams will have a fad loſs, for 
that's the only place madam, her mamma, 
will let her go to. 


« Adſbud, if the Squire ant coming croſs 
our yard; fir, you'll be glad of his company, 
for he is always pure merry.“ 

©, 2 ms, . Nothing 


of his opinion. 


beg 
I 
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Nothing could be more defirable than an 


| acquaintance with the father of an intimate of 


Maria's. 


— 


He found the good humoured cit needed 


little introduction; they ſoon fell into chat, 


and Stanley informed Mr. Raby, that he 
came to reſide a few weeks at a neighbouring 
market town, to enjoy the pleaſure of ſhoot- 


ing, a diverſion of which he was very fond. 


The converſation then turned upon the quan- 
tity of game in the neighbourhood, and Stan- 
ley enumerated five counties, in whieh he 


had large manorial rights. He mentioned, 
quite by accident, the heads of a ſpeech he 


had delivered in the houſe, relative to the 


game laws, and obſerved, that though it was. 


over- ruled, moſt of the club at Brook Were 


Who could' reſiſt deſiring an acquaintance- 


with a gentleman,. who had eſtates in five 
counties; a member of the Britiſh- ſenate,, 


and of the _ at Brooke's ?. 
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Mr. Raby preſſingly invited him to dine 
the next day, and the invitation was readily 
accepted ; they ſoon after took leave for the 
evening, mutually delighted n the inter- 


view. 


Medley on account of her friend's indiſpofi- 
tion, was to ſpend the next day with her. 
Whatever wiſh Mrs. Williams might enter- 
tain for her ' daughter's. ſociety, ſne always 
carefully concealed it, and even preſſed her 
to gratify every inclination from which an 
innocent pleaſure might be. derived, and the 
more ſo, as ſhe knew the ſlighteſt intimation 
from her, would make Maria abandon her 


purpoles. 


Miſs Williams was that day unuſually eager ' 
to ſee her Charlotte. The adventure of the 
preceeding evening was faithfully recounted ; 
Miſs Raby agreed that it was odd, uncom- 
monly odd; declared ſhe 1hould not wonder 
if her friend had made a conqueſt ; doubted 
not ſhe would ſoon fee the beau again, and 

55 „ _ 13208 


bluſhes. They were thus engaged, when 
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by this, in plain terms, expreſſing whit had 


paſſed unmentioned through Maria's mind, 
ſhe covered her fair friend with ſtniles and 


Mr. Raby, who had been from home all the 
morning, entered the room, and introduced 
Mr, Stanley. 


. 


Ml/aria's confuſion at this unexpected meet- 
ning, at once explained to Charlotte, that this 


was the hero of the lane, and convinced her 
that her friend was deeply in love. The 
manners of the gentleman, indeed, ſeemed to 
juſtify her attachment; he was ealy, elegant, 
and well informed. Maria, as ſoon as ſhe a 
little recolle&ed herſelf, could not but be 


pleaſed with obſervations, replete at once with 
wit = ſenſe. 


i 
When retired to the drefling-room, Char- 


lotte felicitated her upon her lover, of whoſe 


inviolable regard, feveral intelligent glances 


had convinced this penetrating young lady. 


So highly did ſhe rate him, that ſhe declared 
| he 
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he only wanted greater regularity of features, 
and the military air, to be as engaging as her 
Major. 


Maria, in the expreſſion of his countenance 
and ſtyle of donverſation, trated an under- 
ſtanding ſuperior to the idol of her friend, 
but wanted courage to aſſert the preference, 


The gentlemen joined them at tea, and 
Stanley again diſplayed his brilliant powers. 
The converſation took a turn highly enter- 
taining to Charlotte; the ſubject diſcuſſed, 
was the eccentricities of a lady with whom 
ſhe was ſlightly acquainted at Bath, and who, 
though hear her grand climacterie, was fond 
of being-addrefled in the paſſionate ſtyle ap- 
plicable to youth and beauty. He was re- 
counting the ridiculous manner in which a 
gentleman, as antiquated as herſelf, had ac- 
' coſted her; and to embelliſh the narrative 
by correſponding action, ſunk upon his knees 
to Maria, repeating the hyperbolical epithets, 
with which the old © honoured his 
charmer 
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- charmer of three ſcore. At this inſtant Mes, 
Williams, drawn by motives of politeneſs, to 
enquire after Miſs Raby's health, entered the 

room. 
The gentleman haſtily aroſe; Charlotte 
coloured with indignation; Maria turned 
pale, and fixed upon her mother her anxious 
inquiring eyes. Mr. Raby, the only unem- 
barraſſed perſon preſent, wiſhed Mrs. Wil- 
liams had come a little ſooner, for that gen- 
| tleman was the comicaleſt actor he had eu 

238 ſeen, and had made his ſides ach with laugh- 


17 375 


3 , In ſpite of this explanatory ſpeech, and cht 
7 encouraging ſmiles of Mrs. Williams, the 
3h | vivacity of the party was entirely loſt. The 
EY good lady, who felt concerned that her pre- 
41 ſence ſhould interrupt the flow of -merriment, 
ſoon terminated her viſit. Maria, perceiv- 
ing that her mother was going, roſe alſo, and 
took leave in ſpight of the entreaties, and 
even the denunciatory frowns of her friend. 
| £ 7 
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In their way home Mrs. Williams aſked 
her daughter who this entertaining ſtranger 
was. 


She anſwered. with great frankneſs, that ſhe 
knew no more than that his name was Stan- - 
ley ; ſhe believed him to be a new acquaints 
ance of the Raby's, as ſhe had never heard 
them mention his name. She aſſured her 
mother, upon her honour, ſhe had never ſeen 
him in her life, till he accidentally overtook. 
her in the lane. Their converſation, ſhe 
added, was- merely common place civility, 
and her meeting him again to day, was en- 
tirely owing to chance. 


Mrs. Williams ſmiled at this vindicatory 
ſpeech. © Spare your exculpations, my love,” 
ſaid ſhe, © until I charge you with error or 
deceit. I am far from thinking you was 
guilty of an impropriety in politely anſwering 
a genteel addreſs. It was very natural that 
Mr. Stanley, perceiving you alone, ſhould 
eſcort you to your own door; it would even 

have 


* 
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| have been a breach of that gallant ſort of 


knight-errantry, which, as a gentleman, he 
owes to our ſex, to have omitted it. I be. 
lieve I anſwered him rather too coolly, when 


he addreſſed himſelf to me. From the un- 


ufual gravity of your looks, I was led to ſuſ- 
pect that he had ſaid ſome what impertinent, 
and, am glad to perceive I was miſtaken.” 


' I-muſt now reconduct my readers to the 
Raby's, who were much too fond of their 
new gueſt to ſuffer him to depart till a late 


- hour. The hoſpitable citizen had fome ac- 


counts to ſettle with his agent, but requeſted 


Stanley would take care of his daughter while 


he was gone, and partake of his bread and 
cheeſe in the eyening. To fay the truth, he 
was not without hopes, as he perceived Char- 
lotte was exceedingly pleaſed with the ſtran- 
ger, that he might ſupplant the abſent Pier- 
point; and I need not add, that he Had no 
innate diflike to a ſon in law who was a Par- 
ties. | | WO 1.7 „ 
Py Charlotte 


& * 


tified to her very heart. 


. Only think,” faid ſhe, the moment her 


father withdrew, * was. it not highly provok. 


ing in the old lady, to whiſk her daughter 


away, and deprive us of the charming evening 
we ſhould have had. Pray Mr. Stanley, 


don't you think my en Maria a einn : 


girl: 9 


| Theſe, queſtions were ſomewhat blunt, but 
delicacy, was not Miſi. Raby's A exceh.; 


lence. * 1 f a T. ; 45 


Pe. e lis anſwer by a very 
melancholy ſigh, and then burſt into a proſuſe 
panegeric clofing his enerdium with an en- 
quiry, © if Mrs. Williams wi not thought a. 


. W parent.“ 


1 Charlotte, 
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Charlotte thanked Mr. Stanley for his ac- 
quieſcence with her father's entreaties, and 
declared it was a noble exertion of charity in 
him, as ſhe was dying with a cold, and mor- 
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Charlotte, who never in her heart entet- 
tained a very warm affection for her friend's 
mother, whoſe good qualities, while they in- 

forced eſteem, inſpired an awe that was not 
at all congenial to the turn of her mind, gave 
in Lo a aur affirmation. 


If | She declared, FOR as all hs little 1 
„ the ſweet girl was allowed to enjoy, was viſit- 


' 378 ing her, ſhe could not picture to herſelf a 
4s fi <P ſituation, more uncomfortable and confined; 
3 than Maria's muſt be, after her departure from 
= 1 | Everdon. 10 8 

1 | ; 34.0 Ab can you then, madam,” ſaid Stan- 
F . . ley, © aſſociate the ideas of wretchedneſs and 
"i that charming creature, who is ſo exquiſitely 
7 formed to give delight and happineſs to every 

fs other heart? How can her cruel mother 
wh think to 9 the world of ſo bright an 

1 ornament, and to bury Ane * gem 

dat would enrie a crown.“ ir 


« Your 
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e Your ſentiments,” replied the enraptur- 
ed Charlotte, * exactly coincide with mine. 
I conſtantly affirm,” that if Mrs. Williams 
would. but have ſuffered Maria to appear in 
public, ſhe would long ere now have made a 
conqueſt, that would have fixed her in the 
exalted ſphere” of life, which her uncommon 
merit (for I aſſure you her heart and under- 
ſtanding are as excellent as her face is beau- 
| my” ces her to fl.” 3 n 
The ea anfwered with a tremulous 
voice, * that he had no reaſon to condemfi a 
confinement, which had prevented this in- 
eſtimable treaſure from being placed beyond 
his reach.“ He took a turn or two acroſs 
the room in great agitation, in order to con- 
ſider how he ſhould proceed. Convinced 
that Miſs Raby-had all the qualities he could 
wiſh for in a «confidant, he reſolved to em- 
ploy her as ſuch; then ſeating himſelf by her, 
he eagerly graſped her hand, andfafter pro- 
teſting his admiration'of her-unſhaken friend- 
ſhip, he conjured her to- be ſecret, as more 
When rn. oo I 
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than his own life depended upon what he was 


going to divulge. This the lady, whaſe 
curioſity was raiſed to the * pitch, rea- 
dily promiſed. 


He proceeded to inform her, that his real 
ſituation in life far exceeded what his preſent 
appearance announced. An affair of honour, 
which he feared would terminate unhappily 
(here he faltered exceedingly, owing to 
ſome ſecret remorſe) had compelled him to 
a temporary retirement, till he could collect 
evidence to atteſt his innocence. 


Having got over the diſagreeable part of 
his narrative, he proceeded with more volubi- 
lity. His diſlike of mercenary connexions, 
had induced him to form a plan for gaining 
the affections of the charming villager, with: 
out having recourſe to the adventitious aid of 
fortune. He anticipated the pleaſuxe., ſhe 
mult feel, when ſhe diſcovered that the man 
to whom ſhe had given her heart, had rank 


} 


# % * 
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and ſplendor to reward ker " generous Kun- 


tereſted love. 


Miſs Raby v was in ecſtacies. She cd 
ed a ſcheme: ſo congenial to her taſte, and 
when he took leave, notwithſtanding the 
lateneſs of the hour, ſhe employed herfelf in 
looking over the news-papers, to diſcovet 
what Duke (for ſhe could not conceive the 


pretended Stanley was any thing inferior) had 


lately wounded his antagoniſt in a duel, 
Though unſucceſsful in her ſearch, yet find- 


ing in the Herald an account that the Duke 


of Evas ſuppoſed to be gone to the 
continent, and that there was ſomething myſ- 
terious in the reaſon of his departure; ſhe itn- 
mediately dubbed Stanley with this title, and 


at one bound, over-leapmg every en, 
ment, married him to Maria. | 


| To the honour of Miſs Raby be it ſpoken, 
that though ſhe clearly anticipated all the 
ſuperior ſplendor and dignity which her friend 


- 


was to enjoy, ſhe felt no ſeeret reluctance. 0 


2 f | ww. 
* 
% =_ 
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— 
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the idea of yielding her precedence. She 
even intended always going to her Grace's 
routs, and ſchemed the dreſſes ſhe would Wear 
OR theſe occaſions. 7 i 


CHAP. XVI. 


LL the night Mis Raby thought of 
her promiſe to Stanley, and reſolved it 
ſhould be ſacred ; but with its ſombre ſhades, 


her reſolution gradually withdrew. l 


« Where was the harm of telling it to 
Maris?“ ſne knew her friend was already 
deeply in love, and ſhe knew ſhe could truſt 
her own life to her fidelity. Would ſhe then 

E; betray 
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betray this amiable nobleman, who was 8 
8 hee? op 


I mpatient to behold the 4 of rapture | 
which this news would throw upon her 
friend's cheek, forgetting her cold, and not 
intimidated by a very thick fog, ſhe ſet off 
for Mrs. Williams's, without even h 
aun to wait for the ehariot. 


She found Ks: friend in the ak 
Alarmed for her health, 2 
to walk in, but it was impoſſible to perſuade 
her to ſtir, till ſhe had recapitulated every 
ſyllable of what Stanley had imparted, and to 
nnen 4 


With he * bluſh of wirgis modeſty, 
Miſs Williams confeſſed ſhe thought the gen- 
tleman uncommonly agreeable ; but far from 
exulting in the ſplendid proſpects which had 
ſo dazzled Charlotte, ſhe expreſſed her unaf- 
fected wiſh that his ſituation had been more 
correſpondent to her own, as his ſuppoſed. 

H 3 rank 
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rank mult tear her from a parent ſhe fo ten- 


derly loved, and from a manner of life, to 
which ſhe was now partial. 


Miſs Raby was provoked at her inſenſibi- 
ty ; but her indignation had no bounds, 
when ſhe found Maria intended to acquzint + 
her mother with the whole affair. She ac- 
tually ſobbed with vexation, It was in vain 
that ſhe urged the folly and madneſs of ſuch 
a diſcloſure. At length ſhe told her, that 
whatever right ſhe had to unfold to her pa- 

rent her own ſrerets, ſhe certainly had none 
| EONS of chore 


« For you know,” fad lie, n 
mamma is conſtantly at Mrs. Herbert's, and I 
old woman with every goflip's tale the can 
think of, And pray, if the lives of two 
noblemen ſhould be facrificed (far his grace 
ſaid, more than himſelf were concerned in 
what he told me) what ſhall you then think 


of your ſcrupulous nicety ? Ps ab. 
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Maria was offended at a ſuggeſtion, which 
militated ſo ſtrongly againſt the faithful ho- 
nour of her mother, and affirmed, that noth- 
ing ſhould deter her from practiſing the in- 
diſpenſable duty of referring to the parental | 
ſenction, every propoſal of A ſhe 
ſhould receive. 


9 At teaft,” faid Mis Raby, you may 
defer that reference till you actually receive 
the propoſal. Recollect, what you heard 
from me was only told me in confidence, and 
do not brand my character in your mother's 
opinion, with levity, becauſe my warm attach- 
ment for you has made me divulge what I 
ought to have concealed. You may, if you 
pleaſe, facrifice the uncommon good fortune 
that now courts your acceptance, but my re- 
putation us to be ſacred.” 


Maria heſitated: ſhe tendetly loved Char- 
lotte; it was impoſſible to tell Mrs. Wil- 
liams, as ſhe at firſt intended, without diſco- 
vering a fault, which ſhe knew the ſtriẽt mo- 
| H 4 rality 
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rality of her mother would conſider 2 
culpable. She gently cautioned Miſs Raby 
to avoid bringing her into ſo diſtreſſing a 
dilemma in future, and then promiſed to wait 
- *till Mr. Stanley had formally diſcloſed his 

ſentiments, before ſhe diſcovered the 1 to 
Mrs. Williams. n Dll 


F riendſhip in affectionate boſoms, gene- 
rally revive# with redoubled tenderneſs, aſter 
a little interruption. My young ladies ſoon 
found, that they never loved each other with 
greater ardency, than after their little fracas, 
Maria lamented that her dear Charlotte's | 
friendly eagerneſs had expoſed her to the 
danger of increaſing her cold, and prevailed | 
upon her to come into the parlour, whilſt ſhe 

diſpatched their foot-boy for * chariot... is 

. 
l have not hitherto exhibited Mrs. Will 
liams as a character replete with curioſity; 
but it happened this morning that ſhe. was 
unuſually ſolicitous to know why Charlotte, 
whom ſhe knew to be rigidly careful in exery 
v2 4 thing 
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thing relative to her own health, ſhould, eſ- 
pecially after her late confinement, come out 


in ſo unpleaſant a morning. She queſtioned * | 
her daughter, after the young lady was gone, 
on the motive wy this. Ws viſit; 

My heroine was very unſkilful at the taſk 
of deception. A child might have diſcover- . 
ed, by her faltering confuſion, that there 1 was 
ſomewhat ſhe wiſhed to conceal. © | 


Mew Williams pittied the pain ſhe gave 
to her native ingenuity. - Some parents are 
apt, when they diſcover any thing like a ſe- 
cret, to exert their authority, and inſiſt upon 
an immediate diſcloſure. Far otherwiſe, this 
amiable woman blamed” herſelf for the di- 
lemma to which ſhe had reduced a mind, 
deeply impreſſed with the ſtamp of truth, 
and claſpi ping | her hand, ann ſaid, 


" In furure, Maria, when I diſtreſs you by 
any unſeaſonable enquiries, plead your wiſh 
not to anſwer, I know the goodneſs of your 

- 2:8 +. heart 
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: heart too well, to fear that it entertains a 
thought, in a moral ſenſe, improper for me 
to know. I do not conſider any little plea- 
furable plan you may form with your friend, 
in a dangerous light ; hitherto you have never 
abuſed my indulgence ; can I have a ſtronger 
proof that you never will ?* 500 


Peined by praiſe, of which at this inflane 
mme felt unworthy, Maria threw herſelf into 
her mother's arms, and in the effuſion of 
filial ſenſibility, - was going to make à full 
confeſſion, but ſhe reſtrained herſelf by recot- 
lecting the charge of Charlotte. Diſtreſſed 
between her mother and her friend, the at- 
tempted to reconcile theſe jarring duties, by 
reſolving only to wait for the formal diſcovery 
of Mr. Stanley's paſſion, ta avow . fen- 
tment of ber heart. 


As Mik Raby's morning obs 1 
wcreaſed her indiſpoſition, Maria's daily at- 
tendance at the Manor again became neeeſ- 
* When the found that Stanley, _ 
1 by 


g 
: . 
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by Mr. Raby's general and preſſing invita- 
tions, was conftantly there, ſhe attempted to 
excuſe herſelf from the frequency of her 


viſits. But as ket friend was loud in her 
complaints, at the glaring unkindneſs of de- 


ſerting her in an ilneſs, which ſhe entire 


placed to her aecount, ſhe was forced to go. 
Ie was not from a defire of playing with the 
anxiety of love, but from that amiable mo- 
deſty of manners, not obvious, not obtruſive, 
but retired, the more defirable, that like our-- 
grandmother eve, in her ſtate of innocence, 
ſhe turned from the addreſſes of Stanley, and 
avoided, with the utmoſt caution, the oppor- 

tunities which” Charlotte afforded, of private 

converſation. | 


- But it was not poſſible for her long to elude 
the vigilance of artful adrojtneſs, ſeconded in 
its deſigns by the miſtaken kindneſs of a well 

meaning friend. : 


Mr. Shiner, 1 with: n dleorered, by 
the reſpectful diſtance of Marias manner, 
n 


5 
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that Miss Raby had kept his ſecret exactly 
as he wiſhed. Perfectly well read in the 
theory of love, he ſaw through the veil of 
dJelicacy, that he was by no means diſliked 
by his village charmer. He determined 
therefore to avow his paſſion, and buterly 
complained to Charlotte, that her cruel friend 
forbade him every opportunity of St 
the ſentiments he entertained. 


The 427 , girl ES a FAR tg 
the would: have conſidered intolerable, and 
the next morning pretending reſentment a- 
- gainſt Maria for ſome ill behavio ferred 
her aſtoniſhed friend to Mr. Stanley for an 
explanation, and hurrying out of the room, 

„ fopteil the door. 


; "IRR who [Skewers diſcovered | 1 6 
deſign, loch more ſilly than ſhe 8 had ever 


E. 


Stanley, well knowing that the firſt mo- 
ment of reſentment at the trick which had 
F eee, 


*. 


anne ot 
been played her, would not prove moſt fa- 
vourable to his intentions, diverted her a few 
moments by general converſation, till he aw =_ 
ſhe had recovered her uſual. good; huẽůZpr. 
He then avowed his love in ſimilar terms. to. — 
what my readers muſt have met with in at 1 
leaſt an hundred of my predeceſſors in the 
novel line; the terms being invariable, and 
reduced to plain language, e. Ilove m 
and Lungen t pity me, I . die.. 


But 25: alt he 8 Sophia pot” 
nnen do not give exactly the ſame an- 
ſwerras, Maria did, it may not be unneceſſary 
to. ſay, th: t with Aa great deal of timidity, ſne 
confuſedly replied, < that ſhe did not think 
herſelt authoriſed to anſwer an addreſs, which 
had not e the en of her 


e fun cid; fle 
1 a»S7 1 , 


Stanley. adaredher for her highlagtonsof = 
parental authority, and declared, in WWopinion,, 
that a reſpectſul deference. to the, wiſhes of a , 
| kind indulgent mother, added to all the blaze. | 
5 of 


7 2 


AS | 3 
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of beauty a moral grace, chat was quite irre- 
fiſtible. He affured her, that as theſe were 
his real ſentiments, it was peculiarly diſtreſ- 
fing that ſome unfortunate, but at prefent in- 
ſurmountable reaſons, would prevent him for 
2 little time, from declaring to Mrs. Willis 
his era In of her A 


Maria aſſumed a more determined tone 
than before, and repeated her reſolution never 
to encourage a lover, who could not plead 
the powerful recommendation of her mother $ | 


approval. 


The lover, who had a few arifocratic no- 
tions, (I uſe that word to prove my know- 
ledge of modern politics) ſeemed to think it 
impoſſible that Mrs. Wilams ſhould object, 
when acquainted with his rank and character. 


Maria was going to proclkint her indiffer- | 
ence to the advantages of wealth and con- 
ſequence, but recollecting that this would be- 
tray her friend, contented herſelf wich faying, 

bt that 


: » - 
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that ber mother judged from principles very 


different from what influenced the generality | 


ol the world; and ſhe begged Mr. Stanley 
would excuſe her for repeating, that ſhe had 
ever been accuſtomed to that veneration for 
her mother's ſentiments, that till acquainted 
with them, ſhe Sn not diſcloſe her own. 


Stanley now added the paſſionate Wert he 


lamented, ſighed, gazed, ſwore it was impoſ- 
ſible to abandon her; raved about ſacrificing 


his own kfe to her ſcruples with indifference; 
then recollecting that a friend's fafety was in- 


volved, he fat e in gloomy filence. * 


Maria, invincible to argument, was not 
proof to pity. She began ro wiſh a method 


might be formd, which would preferve her 
duty to her parent, without driving her lover 


to deſpair. She entreated him to be calm, 
and perceiving her entreaties unnoticed, burſt 
into tears. 


Stanley 


— 


*% 
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Stanley ſtarted and fell at her feet. He 
declared the tears ſhe ſhed, were like the 
grateful de ws of n, which refreſhed 
the chk ſoll. . bd HERS 


wo Charmer of my ſoul, + ſaid he, 5 8 
indeed can pity the moſt wretched. of men; 
drive me not to madneſs; ſuffer me to 
breathe my love; at leaſt permit me to ſee 
you; I will aſk for no return; nay, if you 
preſeribe ſilence, I will not even breathe my 
paſſion. I will write to a friend, without 
whoſe permiſſion I dare not explain myſelf to 
your mother; but till I receive his anſwer, 


ſtrive to forget the unfortunate diſcloſure of 
my love. Conſider me but as your friend; 
bleſs me by your ſociety, and for this your 
invaluable compliance, the gratitude of my 
future life—yet why talk of life, if forbidden 
to paſs it with the Wolof my py; 


heart ?” HATH 11265 12 | 18 


Maria, already ſoftened, was vanquiſhed 
by this paſſionate addreſs. It ſeemed at that - 
| moment, 
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moment, not very improper to conceal it 
from Mrs. Williams for a week or too lon- 
ger. The letter would in that time be an - 
ſwered, and that ſhe reſolved ſhould be the 
utmoſt period of time, in which her actions 
ſhould not exactly coincide with her duty. 


Stanley received her acquieſcence with 
rapture. But Maria ſilenced him by ob- 
ſerving, that the grant was only made on con- 
dition of his promiſed forbearance from the 
ſubject of dove. The- artleſs girl fancied; in 
this injunction, ſhe, diſcovered an uncommon 
ſhare of prudence; ſhe was 5gnorant that che 
female heart, which is guarded by native mo- 
deſty and delicacy, againſt the direct ſolicita- 
tions of a lover, eaſily ſurrenders to thoſe 
thouſand inſinuating attentions and attractive 
allure ments, which a deſigning man. knows 
how to Practiſe, i in che moment of 
en confidence... n bury, ene on 21 „ 


. \ 
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Ent dneuhy which Wars hit 
£7 cacy threw in the way, ſerved but ts 
increaſe her lover's attachment; whe, now 
compleatly caught in his own toil; really felt 


the affection which he at firſt pretended; ' His 
confidence of ſucceſs ſenſibly Mtminiſhed; but 
his increaſing efteem kept up the ardeney of 


Charlotte, who could no longer pleat if 
neſs, hourly contrived ſome freſh induce- 
ment to allure her friend to the Manor. 
One day was to be ſpent in a gipſey ſcheme 

in 


4 
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in the woods; another morning was to be 


dedicated to fiſhing; another was appro- 


priated to the viſiting ſome handſome feat, 
or fine ruin in the ne 
3700 97: 

Mrs. Williams was more n to mk 
her daughter in her friend's fociety, as che 
period of ſeparation would ſhortly commence. 
She knew indeed that Stanley was frequently 
at the Manor, but her confidence: 1 in Maria 


was unſhaken; and though many may blame 


her for a falſe ſecurity, I am forced to con- 
ſeſs, that ſhe never once queſtioned her ſer- 
vant, who was ſent every evening to accom- 


pany her home, if there was any gratleman 


that day at Mr. . 


During this time, Stanley's progreſs in 


Maria's heart was rapid. If in their morn- 


ing excurſions, the beauty of the ſcenes 


around them, or the wonderful productions 


of nature, were the ſubject of converſation, he 
treated them with the eaſe of a gentleman, - 


and the perſpicuity of a ſcholar. The awful 


4 ao * 1 7 oy 2 
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grandeur of a ruined; caſtle, or decaying Ab- 

bey, gave an opportunity of introducing, 

without pedantry, the exploits and ſtudies of 
former times. On an evening he took care 
to render his knowledge of the fine arts con- 
ſpicuous; ſometimes he ſketched a flower; 
-at another time recited a fine paſſage from an 
approved author; and one evening, ſeating 
- himſelf at Charlotte's harpſichord, he in a 


1 
* 


Oh, —— > 

Though mindleſs of thy power divine 
I long have left thy bowers ſerene, 
Gay follies vagrant band to ein:; 
Who wander'd from thy fimple fane, 
To follow phantoms falſe and vain. 


2. 
* Behold, with pure devotion wurm d, | 
Again the vagrant ſeeks thy groe ; 
I trace thy winding.rivulet charm'd, 
Entranc'd I hear thy linnets love; 
Ok And as each touching charm I ſee, 
I challenge art to rival the. 
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But ſhould'ſt thou aſk what potent call 
Has wak'd the latent ſenſe or rn, 
And bade me at the altar fall, 
Ot her whom I negleRed long; 
Truth thall compel my lips to own, 
That dv conducts me to 0 nr 


&. 
He blends with thine Maria's name, 
Congenial charms in each I trace; 
She perfect as thy faultleſs frame, 
| Thou lovely as her angel face; 
Thy dictates pure her boſom warms, 
Like thee ſhe ſmiles, like thee ſhe charms, 


Mr. Raby, delighted with the perform- 
ance, declared it was wonderfully pretty, and 
Charlotte's encomium was adorned- with all 
the technical terms, that evinced her own 
ſcientific knowledge. But the plaudit which 
Stanley moſt valued, was Maria's, when ſhe 
aſſumed courage ſufficient to raiſe her hluſh- 

ing face from the embroidery, and rewarded 
his exertions with the ſmile which he had 
deſcribed, 


16g, 


* 


3 Attentions 
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Attentions of this delicate kind were, to a 
young woman of Maria's ſentimental way of 
thinking, infinitely more dangerous than the 
moſt paſſionate addreſs. Every .day ſhe 
found, that her inclination to comply with 
Charlotte's invitation, grew more forcible ; 
and her reliſh for the pleaſures which her for- 
mer occupations afforded, as Ry de- 


clined, 


An earlier froſt than ſhe expected, had 
killed ſome of her tendereſt plants, which ſhe 
had neglected to lodge in the green-houſe, 


She found ſome of her poor penſioners un- 


grateful, and many of her young ſcholars awk- 
ward and obſtinate. | 


Mrs. Herbert, good woman as fhe was, 
tired her by continually dwelling on the me- 
rits of her ſon, whom fhe daily expected; 
and as to working and painting, that went on 
much the beſt at the Manor, where ſhe had 
the aſſiſtance of Charlotte and Mr. Stanley. 


The 
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The time in which the letter from that 
gentleman's friend was expected, had indeed 
fully clapſed; but ſhe ſuggeſted many rea- 
ſons that might have prevented an immediate 
reply. When ſhe had allowed time for every 
excuſe, ſhe began to reflect, that though, if 
the anſwer had been favourable, her lover 
would have flown to communicate its con- 
tents with rapture ; on the preſumption of 
the contrary, he would be ſilent, and it then 
became her to act. This idea was painful, 
as it was connected with a ſeparation, which [3 
ſhe knew not how to ſupport. Shame at 
acting in a manner contrary to her avowed 

reſolutions, at laſt determined her to invite 
the trial, though ſhe was far from even dar- 
ing to gueſs the reſult. 


The queſtion being of two perplexing a 
nature for her to propoſe, ſhe had recourſe to 
Miſs Raby, who aer e the 


office. 


Stanley 
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Stanley bitterly ſighed before he gave an 


anſwer, at laft confeſſed, that his friend had 


ſo ſtrongly conjured him to ſecrecy, that he 
could not at preſent diſcover himſelf to Mrs. 

Williams ; he added, that he had great hopes 
the time of concealment would be but ſhort, 
and earneſtly begged Charlotte's mediation 
with her friend in his favour, as he proteſted 
death muſt inſtantly follow baniſhment from 


her preſence. 
. : fa 30 
My readers are already acquainted with 
Miſs Raby's benevolent diſpoſition, and will 
not doubt her ſolicitude to prevent ear a 
dreadful Nen 
She was indeed too well convinced of her 
friend's attachment, and top much of an 
adept in the ſophiſms of love, to apprehend 
any danger of breaking off -the connexion by 
a full diſcloſure of what Mr. Stanley had 
told, 


Maria 
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Maria heard all that her friend urged, with *' 
filent attention, nor did ſhe, when the fair 
pleader ceaſed, attempt a reply, and during 

the remainder of the evening, ſhe was un- 
uſually thoughtful. | 


Stanley aſſiduouſly endeavoured to engage 
her in private, but ſhe eluded his vigilance, 
and returned at an carly hour to her 
mother, 


On entering the parlour, ſne obſerved Mrs. 
Williams's eyes were filled with tears. An 
Engliſh hiſtory lay upon the table, and as it 
was opened at the period which treated of 5 
the melancholy cataſtrophe of Lady Jane 
Grey, Maria eaſily gueſſed the __ of her 
mother's e. 0 a | 


Bond 2 been thinking, my dear,” faid 
Mrs. Williams, © that a work very ſervice- 
able to young people might be formed, enti- 
tled the Morality of Hiſtory. At an early 
period of life, the narrative works too ſtrong- 
VOL. Is Fe ly 


2 
* 
7 


ceding cauſes, which led to an · intereſting 


refer for moral improvement to fictitious 
compoſitions, and exhibitions of feigned in- 
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ly on the fancy of moſt readers, to permit 
their judgment to develop the chain of pre- 


event; and beſides, hiſtory is put into their 
hands, rather to ſtore their memory, than to 
rectify their conduct, or they are taught to 


cidents and non- exiſtant characters. A nar- 
rative of real events might, I think, be very 
aptly ſubſtituted in their room. The ſame 


benefit may undoubtedly be derived from the 


former, informed by the ſpirit of truth, and 
recommended by the conſideration, that the 
plain and unornamented ſtory is not likely to 
miſlead the judgment, or to inflame the 
paſſions. I will produce what 1 have juſt 
read, to ellucidate my meaning. 


Tow my Maria, have often ak at 'the 
untimely end of that excellent and exalted 
lady. Too young to be charmed by the 
power, too ſtudious and retired to love the 
pleaſures annexed to royalty, it ſeems wonder: 

| £5 7 2 


"a 
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ful that ambition ſhould rank her in the num- 
ber of its victims. We are told that ſhe 
cheerfully reſigned the crown, which with re- 
luctant tears ſhe received, and with patient 
fortitude terminated her -life upon the fcaf- 
fold, while in the full glow of beauty and 
youth. Since the terrors of death did not 
diſcompoſe the heroiſm of her ſoul, what, we 
may aſk, could have induced this admirable 
woman to a ſtep which brought on her ruin, 
and which, at the inſtant, her coriſcience diſ- 
approved ? The perſuaſions of them ſhe 
loved. Terror, my child, is only an inftru- 
ment to ſubjugate mean and narrow minds; 
to a generous and exalted heart, the blandiſh- 
ments of entreaty and affection are infinitely 
more dangerous. Lady Jane Grey facri- 
ficed her judgment and her Hfe to oblige the 
parents whom ſhe reſpected, and the huſband 
whom ſhe loved. *She gave up the inoffen- 
five way of life which her inclination taught 
her to purſue, and entered upon a road which 
ſhe foreſaw would lead to ruin. What an 
awful leſſon does her lamented death convey, 

I 2 to 
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co deter young people from carrying to oo 
great an exceſs, that amiable compliance of 
temper, which when properly ſuſtained” by | 

* fortitude and principle, is their greateſt charm. 


And how ſtrongly does it warn them to 
doubt the propriety of thoſe conceſſions, | 
which are extorted by the entreaties of thoſe 


they love.” 


Maria was alarmed at this unintentional 
deſcription of her own ſituation, and eagerly 
reſolved to quit the maze in which ' ſhe had 
been fatally bewildered. She could not in- 

_ deed inftantly reſolve to confeſs to her mo- 

ther all that had paſſed, as ſhe feared the im- 
propriety of her conduct would forfeit that 
eſteem which ſne juſtly conſidered to be in- 
eſtimable; but ſhe reſolved that her future 
behaviour ſhould juſtify herſelf to her own 
heart, and evince to others that ſhe was not 

undeſerving the eſteem and affection of the 
beſt of friends. "7 | 


| Before 
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Before ſhe retired to reſt, ſhe diſpatched 
the following _ to che Manor. 


« | muſt requeſt you, gd Charlotte to 
inform Mr. Stanley, that whilſt the 
ſtances he alludes to, continue to enjoin him 
ſecreſy, I ſhall perſiſt in my reſolution of de- 
clining his addreſſes. 2 . 


© 


V 


ce As * further intercourſe between him 
and me, can only give pain, and increaſe ex- 
pectations, which can never, I fear, be rea- 
lized, you muſt, my Charlotte, forgive my 
abſenting myſelf from your houſe, while Mr. 
Stanley continues his viſits to your father. 
Do not preſs me on this ſubject; I ought 
not, I will not ſee or hear from him more. 
Suffer me then, unreſiſted, to act as duty 
dictates, and you will eternally oblige your 
faithful .. _ _ | 


MARIA WILLIAMS,” 

When ſhe had ſealed this letter, ſhe lay 
down in her bed, and experienced the truth 

: 1 3 | of - 
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_ of that maxim, which aſſerts. the pleaſure. that 
reſults from approving conſcience. She 
found the tears which this ſacrifice to vir- 
tue and duty coſt, far preferable to the moſt 
. Aecable reveries which a fertile imagination 
could form, when the paſſion that gave them 
birth, could not bear the penetrating ian | 
of the God within the mind. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Shall follow Mifs Williams's note to the 
Manor, where the aſtoniſhed Charlotte, 


after eagerly peruſing it, preſented it to Mr. 
Stanley. | 


Verſed 


E r — 
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Maria's letter gave him no alarm; it was 
evidently written by an unſteady hand, and 
appeared dictated by à reſolution equally 
variable. He had ever, in his ſormer amoursz | 
found little hazard of ſucceſs, when poſſeſſed 
of his miſtreſſes heart; and af the ſituation _ * 
of Maria's, her looks, words, nay this letter 
left him no doubt. He affected, however, 
great gravity, and informed Miſs Raby, that 
| ſince hip hated preſenee deprived her of the 
ſociety of an agreeable: friend, he would in- = 
e a ee 39 | ; 18 


Chaalotts was poſitive chat F 
could have firmneſs i ſufficient to ſupport the 
ſevere reſolve which ſhe had adopted. She 
ſaid ſo many arch things on her friend's at- 
tachment being far ſtronger than ſhe herſelf 
knew, that Stanley's gravity gradually relax- 
ed, and he joined with Miſs Raby in laugh- 
ing at the little love-lorn girl's attempt to 
walk upon heroical ſtilts. 
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It was however agreed that he ſhould leave 
the neighbourhood,” and Miſs Raby aſſured 
him, ſhe would faithfully inform him what 
ſteps ſhe took to plague _— an n 
| ner W ee "I DDE 


Fir 
? dende took leave of Everdon with little 
reluctance, as his * ee geg ſpeedy 
recall. ail y 4 
; 1 I-18 enen 71.71 
For three whole days aſter his departure, 
Charlotte reſolved to torment Maria by + 
ſilence and abſence ; but finding her friend's 
pertinacity proof againſt theſe puniſhments, 
ſhe altered her mode of chaſtiſement, and 
took a walk to Mrs. Williams's, not without 
expectation of finding Maria i in an | 
of a conſumption. | 


My couſin, Mrs. Primroſe, was not more. 
happy in premeditating the manner of a grand 
attack, than Miſs Raby. Her plan was 2 
little diſconcerted, when ſhe found Maria 
compoſedly at work, looking indeed a little 

graver 


* 
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graver and paler than uſual, but without: eiter 


ſwoln eyes or torn hair. 


Charlotte began by chiding her for ſtaying 
from the Manor. Her abſence, ſhe ſaid, 
was more unkind, as by her laſt letter from 
Ireland, where Major. Pierpoint had been 


eee eee ee e might 


very * . his return. 


Maria acfecred i in a very tremulous voice, 
that ſhe knew the reaſon of her abſence but 
too well. 


© Indeed,” replied Charlotte, © I cannot 
gueſs; if you mean on Mr. Stanley's account, 


you may come with the greateſt ſecurity. 


Immediately on my ſhewing him your letter, 
he ordered his horſes, hurried back to his 
lodgings, and in leſs than two hours left this 
Pam d c nn. it 
no more. | > 


Is. - 1 
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. It was however agreed that he ſhould leave 
the neighbourhood, and Miſs Raby aſſured 
him, ſhe would faithfully: inform him what 
ſteps ſhe took' ro plague _ and e 

rere eee EOF, bl 
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Stanley took leave of Everden with tte 
reluctance, as his ſelf-· love er. 70 ſpeedy 
recall. rid Fog 


For three whole days after + his Jer 
Charlotte reſolved to torment Maria by 
filence and abſence ; but finding her friend's 
pertinacity proof againſt theſe puniſhments, 
ſhe altered her mode of chaſtiſement, and 
took a walk to Mrs. Williams's, not without 
expectation of finding Maria in eee | 
of a conſumption. 


My couſin, Mrs. Primroſe, was not more 
5 happy in premeditating the manner of a grand 
| attack, than Miſs Raby. Her plan was 2 
little diſconcerted, when ſhe found Maria 
compoſedly at work, looking indeed a little 
graver 
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graver and paler than uſual, but without Ser 
ſwoln eyes or torn hair. 


Charlotte began by chiding her for ſtaying 
from the Manor. Her abſence; ſhe ſaid, 
was more unkind, as by her laſt letter from 
Ireland, where Major Pierpoint had been 
ſome time on a viſit to his friends, ſhe might 
very ſpeedily expect his return. 08 
Maria anſwered in a very tremulous voice, 


that ſhe knew the reaſon of her abſence but 
too well. 


tc Indeed,” replied Charlotte, © I cannot 
gueſs; if you mean on Mr. Stanley's account, 
you may come with the greateſt ſecurity. 
Immediately on my ſhewing him your letter, 
he ordered his horſes, hurried back to his 
lodgings, and in leſs than two hours left this 
Pan d e nnn it 
no more.“ 


Is Mark. 
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bf 3 Maria, in a ſtill fainter i « declared 
ſhe was glad that he was gone.” 


« If you are not forry,” faid Charlotte, 
to loſe, through a ſcrupulous whim, an 
offer of ſuch conſequence, no one elſe need; 
and I feel perfectly fatisfied at the part which 
I took, when I recolle& that there was top 
much indifference on both ſides to promiſe a 
happy termination.” 


Maria punt the word, bene 


tc Certainly indifference,” reſumed Miks 
Raby, „would any one have acted as you 
have done by a man they cared one ſtraw 
for. But pray don't diſtreſs yourſelf by 
thinking of the poor gentleman's ſufferings. , 
I aſſure you, when he had read your letter, | 
he turned upon his heel with an air of charm- 
ing negligence, and ſmiling faid, mY it 
ſhould be as you pleaſed.” "542; 


« It 
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« It is at leaſt,” faid Maria, © fortunate 
for me, that I have diſcovered his perfidy. 
To know he is unworthy, will reſtore my 
peace of mind. Indeed Charlotte I now 
hate him,” and ſhe confirmed this proteſta- 


tion by burſting into tears. 


Her friend, who really tenderly loved her, 
needed no ſtronger proof of compunction, to 
induce her to retract. She ſoothed Maria 
with the moſt affectionate epithets, aſſured 
her that ſhe only miſrepreſented Stanley's be- 
haviour,'to try her regard; and then gave an 
account, as much exaggerated, of the con- 
cern, deſpair, and unalterable attachment of 


the lover, 


Maria was exceedingly vexed with herſelf, 
for having been ſo eaſily made a dupe, and 
coldly anſwered, „that while Mr. Stanley 
perſiſted in a mode of addreſſing her which 
ſhe diſapproved, his regard could only be a 
ſource of wretchedneſs.” 


I 6 Tired 
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Tired of this game at croſs purpoſes; Mil | 
Raby changed the converſation to her own. 
views of happineſs, which only waited for a 
confirmation till the Major's return. 


My young rinks know too wel what 
happineſs means, for me to particularize, the 


dreſſes, invitations, balls, routes, and fetes that E i 


| floated in the imagination of the intended 
. bride. 


Marid fecmed dull, lifleG; and uninterefhd 


ed. Charlotte attributed this to the contraſt 


of ſituation, and found that her pity for her 
friend overcome the cenfure ſhe could _ 
| but throw upon her . 5 


Indeed my heroine's heart did ſuſtain a 
painful conflict. She was repeatedly forced 
to recall her mother's precepts, and to en- 
force her ſtaggering reſolution, by the er- 
annexed to breach of PR VOTE 


In 
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In the evening ſhe found herſelf much in- 
diſpoſed; a violent head-ach, added to an 
uneaſy mind, effectually forbade ſleep. Af- 
ter a miſerable and reſtleſs night, ſhe per- . 
ceived in the morning every ſymptom of an 
alarming fever. Still inclined to refer her 
illneſs to the fooliſh partiality which ſhe was 
reſolved to combat, ſhe aroſe at her accuſ- 


tomed hour, and met her mother in the 


parlour. But the effort was too violent; 
ſhe had juſt power to articulate the morning 
ſalutation, when ſhe ſunk into her chair. Mrs. 
Williams ſpringing forward, prevented her 
from Wehe, and an in b e 


The FOOT which this. hai 
cauſed in Mrs Williams's family, was much 
increaſed by the arrival of Miſs Raby, whom 
uneaſineſs on her Maria's account, had drawn 
from her bed at an hour unuſually early. 
Terrified at the ſight of the dear girl, thus 
lifeleſs, falling a ſacrifice, as ſne thought, to 
unnece ſſary nicety, ſhe filled the room with 
ſhrieks, tore her hair, flung herſelf on the 
floor, 


r rr 
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floor, and greatly * the genre di 
treſs and and confuſion. 


Mrs. Williams, mean while, was buſily - 
employed in adminiſtering every reſtorative 
which her recollection could ſuggeſt. We 
cannot ſuppoſe her leſs intereſted in the life 
of a child, on whom her every hope, her 
every wiſh relied ; but habitual ſuffering had 
taught her habitual fortitude, and given her, 
on the moſt trying occaſions, calmneſs and 


ſelf command. A happy temper this, and 


productive of pleaſures, which thoſe who are 
ſo unfortunate as to ſuffer their feelings to in- 
capaciate them for the duty of . 4 
treſs, can never know. 


Maria at length opened her eyes, and re- 
warded her mother by a look full of grati- 
tude and love. At this inſtant Dr. Lewſon 
arrived; he felt her pulſe, declared grett in- 
dication of fever, hinted danger, and enjoined! 
the greateſt quietneſs and compoſure in the 

f treatment. 


ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 2; 


treatment of his patient. Happily Mrs. Wil- 
liams was able to attend to theſe directions. 


But no injunctions, no entreaties, could re- 
ſtrain Charlotte; not that ſne would really 
have riſked her friend's life for the world, 
but piquing herſelf upon her knowledge of 

the real cauſe of her illneſs, ſne deſpiſed the 
power of medicine, and truſted to OY 8 
return, as the grand reſtorative. 


At every unobſerved moment that the 
could ſeize, ſhe aſſured Maria, that a few 
hours would: bring him back, with all the 
ardour of tender love ; but perceiving Maria 
only gave wild incoherent anſwers, and that 
Mrs. Wilhams took poſt at her daughter's 
bedſide, reſolved to ſee the punctual execu- 
tion of the phyſician's orders, ſhe returned to 
the Manor, execrating the folly and conceit- 
edneſs of the ſons: of Eſculapius, and con- 
vinced that her friend did but droep' like 
Clytica, from the abſence of Apollo. 


A meſſenger 
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A meſſenger was immediately diſpatched 
for Stanley; the neceſſity of whoſe ſpeedy 
return, was ſtated in the following epiſtle. 


Dear Sir, 


Excuſe my incoherent ftyle—my heart is 
ready to break. Oh! my poor friend—ſhe- | 
will die—her barbarous proteſtations will 
actually be her death. She bore your ab- 
ſence at firſt with great fortitude, but alas, it 
only preyed the deeper on. her heart! Dr. 


Lewion ſays her fever is very alarming. 
For heaven's ſake return with all ſpeed, ' ut 


I loſe her, I ſhall never reſt more. 


- CHARLOTTE RABY. 


Stanley peruſed this letter with great agi- 
tation. His agony, at the idea of Maria's 
danger, convinced him, that the paſſion he 
admitted as an amuſement, was become the 
tenacious poſſeſſor of his heart. He became 
a little calmer, on giving it a ſecond read- 
2 ing ; 
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ing; he knew Charlotte's diſpoſition was in- 
clined to- the marvellous, and thought it 
more than probable that ſhe had aggravated 
the alarm. The only circumſtance that now 
diſtreſſed him, was Dr. Lewſon's mention- 
ing a fever, He had known love appear 
in the various ſhapes of conſumptions, hyſte- 
rics, and head achs ; fever was rather an un- 


uſual- ſymptom, But whatever form the 


diſcafe aſſumed, he doubted not the ſame 
method would effect a cure, and therefore 
n ELIAS. Þ 
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CHAP. XIX.. 


1 A: 


oyk eee ne 


ſimaginary courierꝭ prove but wretched 
hacks, when faſtened to a poſt chaiſe. In 


ſpight of all his effort, it was three days from 
the date of Charlotte's letter, before the life- 
giving lover arrived at Everdon, 


The ſelf-complacent certainty of ſucceſs 
which inſpired him during his journey, gave 
way to a few perturbed fears, when Miſs 
Raby, inſtead of flying to meet him, receiv- 
ed him with a grave compoſed 0 A 
a ext aſked after Maria. 


061 have 
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« I have juſt left her,” replied Charlotte, 
cc her recollection is reſtored, her fever aba- 


ted, and I was ſo- happy as to hear Dr. Lew- 
ſon ſay, that her diſorder had taken a moſt 


favourable tyrn ſince the 1 — 
« The ren mem . ; 

4 Oh, yes, fir, ſoon after I wrote, we dif- 

covered ** the * 21 * Sl * 

meaſles. — 7 


e ee ng 
his lip, and ſtruggled to conceal his vexation. 


Charlotte kindly relieved him, by proteſt- 
ing; that though the meaſles might make her 
a little ill, it was her agitated mind that cauſ- 
ed every ſymptom of danger. 


Perceiving her opinion was not contro- 
verted, ſhe offered to go down to Mrs. Wil- 
liams, and tell Maria the welcome news of 
his return, To this he aſſented, and endur- 

ed 
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ed, during her abſence, all that diſtreſſing 
contrariety of miſery, which a mind at va- 


riance with itſelf ever feels i in the hour of di- 
3 


; # =: 3A LES 

Ge found her friend ſitting up in 
bed, ſupported by pillows. Mrs. Williams, 
whoſe ſtrength, anxiety and fatigue had been 
much exhauſted, was prevailed on by Char- 
| lotte to retire, and ſhe faithfully promiſed to 
ſtay with her friend, whilſt her mother en- 
deavoured to recruit her ſpirits by a walk in 
the garden. To this ſhe added an aſſurance, 
that ſhe would conſider her weak ſtate, and. 
not e to harraſs he by converſation. 8 


| No ſooner were they alone, than Charlone 
bending gently over Maria' $ bed, boftly wt 


Pered, 


« T would not diſtreſs you my beſt love, 
for the world; pray don't be agitared, I have 
AY news to tell you, Mr. Stanley is 

 +__. returned, 


. 
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returned, and is aged on account of your 
illness. 


« Who informed him 3 my 1 faid 
Maria. 5 


75 1 did ; why do you ſhake your head? 
do you think I could bear the thought of 


your dying, without his even knowing you 
were in danger? 


| She ſtopped, perceiving that Maria trem- 
bled violently, and recollecting her promiſe, 
not to diſturb her by much converſation. 


To ſpeak duo or three ſentences in ve 
minutes, could not imply a breach of that 
promiſe ; and ſo ſmall an exerciſe of the vo- 
cal powers, could not hurt even a dying 
woman. After a pauſe therefore of nearly 
that interval, ſhe again aſked Maria, What 
anſwer ſhe would fend to Stanley's earneſt 
r and wiſhes. 
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Maria cloſed lier eyes for a few mömentz 
She had recourſe to the ſal volatile ſhe held 
ig her hand, then ſeeming to have. recovered . 
her compoſure, replied, | an 


« To Mr. Stanley I have nothing to ſay, 
but thoſe general declarations of good wall, 
which philanthropy and politeneſs alike re- 
quire. I could have wiſhed, my Charlotte, 
that you would have foreborne this painful 
ſubject, at leaſt during my preſent weak ſtate, - 
Be aſſured that the ſeriouſneſs inſpired by 
Uneſs, and the recent marks of affection 
which I have received from the tender care 
of my adored mother, muſt render the reſo- 
lution I made in the moment of health and 
vigour, inviolable.“ 


- 2 


e Have you determined then,” faid Mit | 
Raby, «ro give up Stanley bor ever?” 


Spare me my deareſt girl at preſent ; 
ſpare that painful enquiry ; I have determin- 
5 155 
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ed to act as I ought; bg what that 


implies.” 


Unable to-procure a more favourable an- 
ſwer, Miſs Raby was obliged to deliver this 
to Stanley, who impatiently waited her re- 
turn. He received it witch that violence and 
diſorder, which a bad heart mult endure from 
tyrannic paſſions, in the moment of diſap- 
pointment. . Scarce could he command him- 
ſelf, to aſſume an air of politeneſs to Miſs 
Raby at taking leave. He haſtened from 
the Manor with greater precipitancy than he 
had lately arrived there, and flinging himſelf 
into the poſt-chaiſe, ordered the drivers to 
return with all poſlible expedition. 


Change of plate 1 never yet cured either . 


mental or bodily ſuffering. Stanley found, 
that wherever he flew, his thoughts remained 
fixed at Everdon. Some circumſtances, 
which will in their proper place be develop» 
ed, prevented him from viſiting any of thoſe 
Fs of public reſort, where remorſe can 
ſometimes 


4 
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ſometimes drown its ſcorpions 1 in a | 
or riotous excels. - 


ee ae tne 
continent, and to confirm himſelf in this in- 
tention, he endeavoured to aſcribe Maria's 
conduct to levity, inconſtancy, and coquetry. 
As often as he did this, truth diſclaimed the 
ill-founded accuſation, and placed the artleſs 
maid before his eyes in every charm of vil- 
lage ſimplicity and modeſt tenderneſs. He 
then curſed the pride which had robbed him 
of this treaſure : for virtue and prudence are 
often branded with that hateful epithet, by 
people who are acquainted - with them only 
by name. - ; 


Amongſt the painful reflections which his 
| ſuppoſed ſeparation from Maria ſuggeſted, 
was that of a rival. No one, he thought, 
could fee her without admiration, and a 
chance like his own, might throw ſome other 
in her way, who poſſibly might come recont- 
mended by that ſanction which he had refuſed 
$51 to 
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to ſolicit. He felt ſo much horror at the 
thought, that his- tour to the continent was 
renounced, and he returned to Everdon, de- 
termined to try the remaining chance, whe- 
ther ambition might not render the mother's 
mind more flexible than love could make 
the daughter's. | 


Nat judging that Charlotte was now like- 
ly to prove an able aſſiſtant, inſtead of going to 
Mr. Raby's, he ſtopped at Mrs. Williams's, 
and ſent in a polite enquiry after the health 
of the family, with a wiſh to ſpeak to Mrs. 
Williams upon ſome important buſineſs. 


Maria was gone out an airing. Her mo- 


ther, though too good a manager, and too 
well bred to be confuſed at the appearance of 


unexpected company, felt a little ſurpriſed at 
this viſit. But when ſhe recognized in Stan- 
ley, the perſon whom ſhe had formerly ſeen 


at Mr. Raby's, and in the lane, ſeveral per- 


plexing circumſtances crowded _— mind, 
and led her to anticipate his motive. 
vol » K f "Stanley 
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Stanley made a number of apologies for his 
intruſion. He praiſed the neatneſs, elegance, 
and ſweet ſituation of her cottage. Maſter 
of every form of graceful addreſs, he felt 
uneaſy, diſconcerted, and anxious to 'avoid 
the penetrating compoſed look of Mrs. Wil- 
liams, which ſeemed to ſearch into every 

* ſecret of his ſoul. | 


He mentioned Maria's illneſs with a deep 
ſigh, which had the greater appearance of 
being affected, as he immediately after exult- 
ed in her recovery. He talked of beauty, 
intelligence, and ſweetneſs of manner, with 
enthuſiaſtic rapture, and blendid with ſome 
degree of felicity her praiſes with thoſe of her 
mother, beneath whoſe forming hand the 


lovely creature grew. 


Mrs. Williams was mortified to find he 
thought ſo meanly of her, as to make flattery 
the vehicle of infinuation. She liſtened with 
a very grave aſpect, and without affecting to 
deny the merit which he extolled, ſeemed 
$7 2 waiting , 
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waiting to know whither this rhapſody would 
tend. 1 


Extremely diſappointed, Stanley was at 
laſt forced to own, that his viſit was deſigned 
to requeſt her permiſſion to expreſs his paſſion 
for Maria. 


Mrs. Williams anſwered, that in an affair 
of ſuch importance as the admiſſion or rejec- 
tion of a lover, ſhe ever intended that Maria 
ſhould act for herſelf. The only privilege 
ſhe would aſſume was, that of giving ſuch 
advice, as her longer experience in the world 
would enable her to afford. She added, that 
as in the preſent caſe ſhe was an entire ſtran- 
ger, ſhe muſt beg that he 'would favour her 
With a little information, that ſhe might judge 
with what propriety her daughter could liſten 
to his addreſſes. 


Stanley replied, © that at preſent unhap- 
pily he could not fully explain.” 


K 2 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Williams was extremely ſorry, © but 
thought till he could, it would be far better 
for Maria to remain ignorant of his inten- 
tions,” 


Stanley found his ingenuity again deſert 
him; but at laſt he replied, © that he would 
place in her unlimited confidence, but enjoin- 
ed the ſtricteſt ſecreſy, with all but her angel 
daughter.” 


* 


He then informed her, that his real name 
was Henry Neville, and his rank a baronet. 
An unfortunate diſpute with a friend, had 
neceſſitated him to uſe a tem porary retire-- 
ment, till evidence could be produced to 
clear his innocence. He added, that he 
loved Maria more than life, and if his rank 
and fortune could gain her, he ſhould be the 
happieſt of men. 


Mrs. Williams was not one of thoſe queru- 
lous beings, who hate affluence and quality, 


merely becauſe of its name, and ever annex 
ro 
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to the idea of a ſuperior in fortune, that of an 
inferior in virtue. In her former acquaint- 
ance wich the world, ſhe had frequently ſeen 
the moſt exalted ſentiments and conſiſtent 
conduct, added to the luſtre of wealth and 
nobility. When I ſay therefore, that ſhe 
was not in ecſtacies at diſcovering Sir Henry. 
Neville to be an admirer of her daughter; I 
muſt obſerve, that ſhe fancied that ſhe diſ- 

covered ſomewhat i in the manner of his d- 
dreſs, chat abated her rapture. 


Appearing to refer his apparent agitation to 
the diſtreſs which he felt at the unfortunate 
iſſue of an affair of honour, ſhe replied, & that 
ſhe pitied him exceedingly. No reflection,“ 
ſaid ſhe, can be ſo dreadful, as to know 
that we have deprived a fellow-creature of 
life,” Even the conſciouſneſs of our having 
endeavoured to avoid the fatal conflict, can 
hardly ſupport us ; for though it abates our 
apprehenſion, that the final ſentence will fall 
ſeverely on ourſelves, it muſt increaſe our 
| K 3 cohcern 
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concern for our raſh fellow-creature, who but 
for us might poſſibly have lived to repent.” 


Sir Henry Neville, (I now drop the bor- 
rowed name of Stanley; ) was much pleaſed 
with theſe ſentiments, which he aſſured Mrs. 
Williams were ſo much in uniſon with his 
own; that it was to avoid the fatal conſe- 
quences which he deſcribed, that he had re- 
tired from the world, till he could convince 
his raſh and miſguided friend of his inno- 


cence.” 


te Your conduct, fir,” ſaid Mrs. Williams, 
« js uncommonly heroical ; but I muſt won- 
der that ſuch a ferocious honour ſhould exiſt, 
as can hunt a gentleman from ſociety, and 
compel him to borrow a diſguiſe, to eſcape 
from danger and from guilt,” 


“J cannot,” replied Sir Henry, “ fully 
explain my unhappy tale, yet ſuch is my 
ſituation ; nor can you, in this innocent re- 
treatz form an idea of the depravity of 

the 
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the world. My wiſh is to eſcape from it, 


and that wiſh is connected with the poſſeſſion - 


of Maria, Will you, madam, permit your 
lovely daughter to make me a thoraugh con- 
vert to retirement, and the peaceful virtues ?” 


« My artleſs girl,” reſumed Mrs. Wil- 
liams, © is likely to make but an unintereſt- 
ing companion to one who is intimately ac- 
quainted with the gayer ſcenes of life : and 


believe me, ſir, however you may (from the 


preſſure of preſent vexations) now ſeem diſ- 
poſed. to turn with abhorrence from thoſe 
pleaſurable purſuits, in which you have been 
accuſtomed to engage, long confirmed habits 
will inevitably return ; and I ſhould conceive 
myſelf to be highly reprehenſible, if I ſuffered 
you to form engagements, which would ren- 
der that return painful,” 


When you are better acquainted with 
my ſtory, and my ſentiments, madam,” re- 
ſumed Sir Henry, „you will not deny me 
the praiſe of energy and ſtability of character. 
\ boi Till 
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Till then you muſt pe ut me to plead the 
reference, which you ſay! ou are determined 


to make, and allow me to expect your 


Maria s deciſion.” 


. 
* 


Mrs. Williatns could not deny her per- 
miſſion, and he took leave with an intima- 
tion, that he ſhould wait on her again the 
next day. 


| # ® 3b « 4 


* 


H E had not been long gone, before Ma- 


ria, ignorant of all that had paſſed, 
returned. Mrs. Williams took the earlieſt 


opportunity of informing her of their viſitor. 


At 
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At the name of 8 
over her languid che#, and catching hold of 
her mother's arm, ſhggager!y and, 


« Has he, my deareſt mozher, obtained 


your conſent pe 


A devs ſigh burſt from the maternal bo- 
ſom, in which Maria endeavoured to hide 
her bluſhes. Convinced of the partiality 
which her child entertained, Mrs. Williams's 
preſaging heart explored a thouſand re 
She however calmly replied, 


« As your future wretchedneſs or happi- 
neſs muſt depend upon your own conduct, 
it is highly fit, that in this inſtance, you 
ſhould have the power of acting for your- 
ſelf: J will adviſe you, but I will do no 
more. Yet if the tenderneſs which I have 
laviſhed on you, calls forth your affection, 
reſtrain that agonizing © burſt of tears; 
know, my love, that it does—tell me then 
| K 5 | all 


7. a viyid bluſh ſpread 


. 
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all that has paſſed between you and your 
lover.” ; e 


| * | SM; * 
Never had Maria felt more happy than 
now, when permitted to diſcloſe the ſeeret 
which ſne had ſo long found painful and op- 
preſſive. The ingenuous manner in which 
ſhe deſcribed her whole conduct; her artleſs 
confeſſion of her error in concealment, and 
the unintentional effect which her mother's 
converſation had wrought upon her mind, all 
operated to procure a full and affectionate 
forgiveneſs. 


« Yes, my Maria,” reſumed Mrs. Wil- 
liams, © you are free; exerciſe the diſcre- 
tion and the judgment you poſſeſs ; examine 
your inclinations, and try them by the teft of 
reaſon. All that I requeſt is, your confi- 
dence : ſuffer me to know how you act, and 
permit me to ſcrutinize your motives. Reſt 

' aſſured, that as I can have no intereſt but 
what is connected with your's, I can never 
be influenced by ſiniſter deſigns. Fear not 

| my 
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my ſevere cenſures, for love will blind me to 
your errors, even while I mourn their effects. 
Should you, which Providence forbid } meet 
only with diſappointment, where you fix your 
fondeſt hopes, one aſylum can never fail you, 
the boſom of your doating mother!“ 


Maria replied, © that whatever error ſhe 
might fall into, ſhe had too ſeverely ſuffered 
from concealment, to repeat that fault; and 
ſhe reſolved in future, not only to entreat her 
mother's advice, but to regulate her conduct 
by it entirely; and ſhould ſhe even deſire 
her to diſmiſs Sir Henry, ſhe would imme- 
diately comply.” 


Mrs. Williams ſmiled to hear her daughter 
ſpeak with firmneſs of a theory, which ſhe 
feared, would in practice be found extremely 
difficult. She was too judicious, as well as 
too tender a parent, to exert ſuch an autho- 
rity. Sir Henry's conduct appeared to her 
artful and prevaricating, and ſerved to in- 
creaſe every ſuſpicion which ſhe had formed, 


K 6 reſpecting 
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reſpecting the merit of his character, and the 
nature of his deſigns. But there was evi- 
dently a veil before Maria's eyes, and to tear 
it away by force, might be productive of - 
fatal conſequences. 

Parental oppoſition generally increaſes 
love : ſhe doubted not Maria's dutiful acqui- 
eſcence, but ſhe feared that acquieſcence: 
would be attended by the filent conſuming 
regret, which proceeds from the imputed 
excellence with which the imagination always: 
adorns a prohibited object. She conſidered, 
that in being poſſeſſed of Maria's confidence, 
ſhe had gained a material point, and that her 
advice would be more efficacious on any ac- 
caſion, from her not appearing at the outſet 
as the Baronet's enemy. Determined there- 
fore to preſerve the ſtricteſt modgration, ſhe 
told Maria, that ſhe would only lay down a 
few general rules, and leave her to draw ſuch. 

concluſions as ſhe judged beſt. 


« Though, 
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* Though,” continued ſhe, © when a 
young woman accepts the addreſſes of a lover, 


ſhe only ſeems to make a tacit acknowledg- _ 


ment, that on her general knowledge of his 
character and ſituation, ſhe finds no objec- 
tion, but wiſhes, by a more intimate acquaint- 
ance, to gain a juſt and definitive opinion. 
Vet the cuſtoms of the world ſeem unfa- 
vourable to the diſſolving of the connexion 
on either ſide, unleſs for very ſubſtantial ob- 
jections. The young woman who for little 
ſcruples, diſcards the lover ſhe has encou- 
raged, is ſeldom mentioned in a reſpectable 
light; and the heart that has been offered to 
numbers: of our ſex, 1s rarely thought to be 
worthy the acceptance of any. This implies 
the neceſſity of extreme care in the begin- 
ing of courtſhip. A prudent girl will con 
ſider as deeply, ere ſne admits a lover, as if 
ſhe was actually contracting marriage. You 
muſt therefore, Maria, reflect on the little 
incidents to which you have been witneſs. 
Such reflection will give you au inſight into 
Sir N s character, and you may then 
conſider 


| . | 1 1 
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conſider how theſe circumſtances accord Wik 
your own ſentiments on thoſe eſſential points, 
which muſt be the foundation of your 1 


happineſs. 


* : * 
& * ", 
*. 


Maria, who in every recollection of her 
lover, could only ſee a magical image of per- 
fect excellence, with great ſincerity, anſwered, 


« That to her he ſeemed perfectly agree- 
able, and in all reſpects the perſon, whom, if 
ſhe had the liberty of unbounded choice, ſhe 
would to all others prefer.” 


te] have ſeen too little of him,” returned 
Mrs. Williams, © to confirm or diſpute your 
opinion; one thing however I muſt premiſe, 
I have ever had a ſtrong objection to diſpro- 
portionate marriages; and when I ſhall have 
informed you of ſome circumſtances of my 
paſt life, you will not wonder at a diſlike 
which reaſon and experience equally confirm. 
The eſteem, confidence, and reciprocal acts 
of tenderneſs, which are the baſis of conubial 
friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, are in ſome degree incompatible 
with the idea of weighty obligation on one 
ſide. In whoſe ſociety do we unbend with 
pleaſure ; is it not in that of our equals, and 
does not then the ſtrict ſociety of wedlock 
call for equality? generoſity and gratitude 
awkwardly perform thoſe offices which are 
gracefully diſcharged by free and unconſtrain- 
ed tenderneſs, But if you think this ſenti- 
ment too refined, tell me, is ir not probable 
that people will diſcharge the duties of that 
ſtate of life in which they are originally pla- 
ced, with more propriety than of one to 
which they are accidentally raiſed ? conſider 
the force of education, connexion and habit. 
Our youthful pleaſures, and the way of life in 
our early years, always, on retroſpect, ap- 
pear moſt agreeable. . An uneducated ruſtic 
could by no means enter into thoſe literary 
purſuits, in which you find ſuch a fund of 
entertainment; nor can you form an idea of 
the ſatisfaction which a fine lady feels in a 
crowd of people whom ſhe deſpiſes, or in 

viſiting 
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viſiting thoſe whom ſhe - hopes to find pre 

9 
Thoſe notions of oeconomy and retire- 
ment which I have inſtilled into your mind, 
would be improper for Lady Neville, who 
muſt encourage trade, and court popularity. 
Your native generoſity and vivacity of tem- 
per will, I know, make you ſtart from mean- 
neſs and ſupercilious reſerve ; but how great 
3s the danger of their betraying you into an 
exceſs equally blameable? I paſs over the 
thouſand little awk wardneſſes, which, for want 
of an early acquaintance with the world, you 
will probably fall into; for though the laugh 
they will raiſe againſt you, 1s very diſtreſſing, 
you will, I know, ſoon be able to accommo- 
date your manners to the ſociety of thoſe with 
whom you converſc. Burt I muſt mention to 
you a fear, that when novelty ſhall no longer 
endear you to your huſband, he may caſt his 
eyes on thoſe numberleſs ladies of rank and 
fortune, who are equal to his expectations, 
and probably too, your ſuperiors in external 
graces 
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graces and accompliſhments, I fay, my 
dear, if from looking on them, he ſhould-. 
throw an unavailing retroſpect on his paſt 
conduct, and blame the raſh preference which 
ſelected you for his wife, how, Maria, will 
you be able to conduct yourſelf in paths, 
which are to you new and intricate ? can you 
be able to endure the fatigues and exertions 
neceſſary to your ſtation, when the charm 
which endeared them to you 1s broken? 


te Oh my dear mother,” reſumed Maria, 
et if you-knew Sir Henry Neville, you would 
not have drawn this terrifying picture. I 
cannot deſcribe to you his fond attachment, 
his love for retirement, his anxiety to fly 
from a world, which he diſlikes equally with 
yourſelf, I know he will permit me to live 
in the country, I ſhall then give up my time 
to the amuſements of vchich I am ſo fond, as 
J ſhall only have the power of purſuing them 
on a larger ſcale. The poor ſhall bleſs my 
good fortune. I will fill my library with the 
moſt approved authors; we will taſte in its 
| 87 higheſt 
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higheſt degree the pleaſures of the country 
blended with thoſe of ſcience, and I ſhall have 
you, my dear mother, with me, to preſerve 
me from every error.” 


Mrs. Williams thanked her daughter for 
her affectionate wiſh of retaining her ſociety, 
and referred her anſwer on that head to ſome 
future period. She expreſſed great pleaſure 
at hearing the young Baronet's ſentiments 
were ſo ſimilar to her own. 


« But are you certain, Maria,” ſaid ſhe, 
te that you have not built poſitive conelu- 
ſions on general obſervations. When I con- 
ſider the graceful perſon and eaſy elegance of 
Sir Henry, I am aſtoniſhed to find that a 
young gentleman Jike him, ſhould ſo ſoon be 
diſguſted with ſociety, to which he has al- 
ways been habituated, and in which he is ſo 
capable of appearing with eclat. Many diſ- 
appointments rendered it neceſſary for me to 
wean my. mind from amuſements, into which 
I did not enter, till I was paſt the age in 

which 
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which they take deep hold of the heart. 1 
have endeavoured, not unſucceſsfully, to ren- 
der my defires as retired as my fortune. I 
wiſh that I was acquainted with the reaſons of 
Sir Henry's diſguſt ; I confeſs I think it will 
terminate like the quarrels of lovers, in a 
fonder reconciliation. If therefore, my dear, 
you aſpire to the honour of his hand, I would 
adviſe you to give up your books and your 


garden, and apply your mind to the duties 


of the card table and the toilette. 


Maria laughed at her mother's preſenti- 
ment, and aſſured her ſhe ſhould never find 
a ſcientific knowledge of thoſe things neceſ- 
fary ; but to ſecure the enjoyraent of the quiet 
which ſhe loved, ſhe reſolved to make a ge- 
neral reſidence in the country a preliminary 
article in her intended engagement, 


They now parted for the evening, to ſpend 
a ſleepleſs night, which was employed by the 
mother in apprehenſive fears and anxious 
_ prayers to Providence, to direct and preſerve 
her 
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her unſuſpecting child. Maria, during the 
ſame interval, gave way to the pleaſing reve- 
ries of love and hope, which were ſometimes 
diverſified by the agreeable thought of the 
charming news which ſhe ſhould have to 
communicate to her dear Charlotte, on her 
return from town, whether ſhe was juſt gone 
with her father that evening, to meet the 
Major, and prepare for her approaching mar- 


riage. | „ 


CHAP. XXI. 


HEN I recollect the practice of my 
predeceſſors, and call to mind the 


magical attractions which moſt female readers 
find 
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find in the words, ſilver muſlin, gauze flounce, 
pale blue tiffany, delicate pink ſarſenet, em- 
broidered ſaſhes, white feathers, and wreaths 
of artificial flowers; I exceedingly blame 
myſelf for having ſo long delayed to ring 
changes upon thoſe agreeable terms: and 
knowing that nothing will ſo happily prepare 
them for the important interview which I am 
going to deſcribe, as a minute detail of the 
dreſs, in which Maria received the addreſſes 
of Sir Henry Neville, I reſolved not to omit 
ſo fair an opportunity of gaining immortality, 
I therefore wrote to my niece Elizabeth, who 
is now an aſſiſtant ro one of the prineipal 
new. milliners in London, for a faithful ac- 
count of all the paraphenalia neceſſary to be 
worn on ſuch an occaſion. 


She was very punctual in her reply, and 
is ſo happily miſtreſs. of the appropriate 
terms, that in rather leſs than three ſheets of 
double poſt paper, ſhe briefly deſcribed the 
colour, form, and materials necetiary to m- 
poſe what ſhe called, a genteel diſabille. _ 1 
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immediately began to tranſeribe it, but as 


my fingers do not move very alertly, and as 


I often ſtop to adjuſt my ſpectacles, ſtroke 


my cat, or take a pinch of ſnuff, I had not 
got half through my taſk, when I received a 
ſecond letter, conjuring me to make no uſe. 
of the firſt, as the faſhion deſcribed in that 


was become obſolete, and Maria would ap- 
pear in che greateſt degree gothic, if dreſſed 


according to what was the ton three weeks 


ago. Compelled to an alteration, and vexed 


at my loſs of time and paper, I had not made 
any great progreſs in my ſecond tranſcript, 
when a third letter from Elizabeth, with yet 
more modern patterns, neceſſitated me to give 
up my project, and to confeſs that faſhion is 
too much of a Proteus, to be ſketched by ſo 
hobbling an artiſt. 


I am therefore forced to be general, where 

I meant to be particular, and muſt obſerve 

that Maria's dreſs was very emblematic of 

her mind. It was ſtudied with ſuch happy 

eare, that the reſult was always an equal mix- 
ture 


” 
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ture of exact neatneſs and negligent ſimpli⸗ 
city. It was however ſufficiently conform- 
able to thoſe preſcribed rules of cuſtom, by 
an attention to which, ſingularity is to be 
avoided ; yet ſo well adapted to her own 
features and perſon, that it eſcaped the diſ- 
guſting carricature which faſhion charms from 
its profeſſed admirers. 
; © 

Sir Henry arrived, and Mrs. Williams un- 
willing to embarraſs the lovers by her pre- 
ſence, after receiving his compliments, with- 
drew. 


The Baronet flew to his miſtreſs with the 
utmolt tranſport, and Maria, with frank, yet 
modeſt ſmiles, expreſſed her pleaſure at eng 
him in the maternal manſion. | 


There is unfortunately a flatneſs in love 
ſcenes, which the moſt ſxilful artiſts can ſcarce- 
ly avoid. For this reaſon, I ſhall paſs over 
this and ſeveral other interviews, as curſorily 
as poſſible. 


Indeed, 


KH =”. 


Sis 
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Indeed, I do not feel myſelf thoroughly 
comfortable, whilſt engaged with tender ſub- 


- jets. They bring to my mind too forcibly 


the kind things which were ſaid to me forty 
years ago; when I was young, handſome, and 
furrounded by admirers, whom I treated with 
the moſt rigid cruelty. , | 


Sir Henry having full permiſſion to viſit 
Maria, took lodgings in the neighbourhood, 
that he might frequently avail himſelf of that 
liberty. In all theſe interviews, he exerted 
to the full thoſe powers of perſuaſion and at- 
traction which he ſo largely poſſeſſed. It 
was however obſervable, that his vivacity re- 
ceived an immediate check on Mrs. Wil- 
liams's approach: a gloomy reſerve, or con- 
fuſed heſitation, . plainly ſpoke his diſlike of 
her ſociety, and in ſpite of Maria's endea- 
vours to call him forth, and the placid cheer- 


fulneſs and friendly attention which he receiv- 


ed from her mother, his conſtraint ſeemed to 
increaſe in every ſubſequent meeting. 


Maria 5 


% 

ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION. 4277 
+* Maria loved her mother too tenderly, not 
to be concerned at the diſtaſte, which it was 
evident her lover had conceived ; nor could 
her ingenuous mind long conceal the uneaſi- 
neſs ſhe felt. She queſtioned Sir Henry, 
why he did not ſeem at eaſe in her -mother's 
ſociety. At firſt he affected to treat the ob- 
ſervation as the effe& of prying penetration, 
which delights in imaginary perplexities; but 
finding his raillery did not conquer her con- 
yiction, he confeſſed that he felt an unaccount- 
able dread of Mrs. Williams, and that he fan- 
cied ſhe was ever on the watch for ſomething 
to denfare. wy Ih 


Maria vehemently vindicated her parent. 
She dwelt with peculiar emphaſis on her ht 
nature, ene and e | 
27 Thot 3 aid Sir W 0 1 
doubt not, but that ſhe exerts towards thoſe. 
'who fortunately gain her favour; but thoſe, 
againſt whom ſhe has adopted any prejudice, 
(amongſt whom 1 unfortunately nd Lam 
f vor. 1. . L certain 


hed 
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certain the . wich r Armen fn 


„ Who,” ſaid Maria, warmly, © has = 
jured you with this erroneous apprehenſion ? 
I know that my mother is diſpoſed to think 
favourably of you, and would you but endea- 
vour to gain her good opinion, ſhe would 
immediately reward the effort with her warm- 
eſt eſteem. Even now, little as ſhe knows 
you, the principal objection which ſhe ſtarts, - 
is, to your elevated rank. If you would 
promiſe to live chiefly in retirement, I am 
confident you would gain her cheerful con- 
ſent,” 


Sir Henry was heyond meaſure tranſported 
at a hint which ſeemed to open an opportu- 
nity of diſcloſing the ſnare, in which he hoped 
to entrap unguarded innocenee. He thought 
it, wiſe therefore, to abate his ſeeming appre- 
henfion, owned his miſtake, and gallantly 
added, that love, intenſe and anxious as his, 

was apt to realize imaginary danger. 
8 | * When 


5 
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FY * When I conſider,” ſaid he, © the power 
Which Mrs, Williams has over your heart, a 
power, of which I confeſs myſelf almoſt jea- 
lous, I cannot help picturing to myſelf how 
dangerous it would prove to my hopes, if 
lodged. 1 in the hands of an pe 


Whenever a lover e an unuſual de- 
gree of tenderneſs in his looks and expreſ- 
ſions, I would adviſe my fair readers to be 
guarded. A kneeling poſture, with the 
words, angel, idol of my fond heart, queen 
of my ſoul, and a variety of ſimilar expreſ= _* 
fions, have often far worſe conſequences than 
all the imprecations and coarſe epithets or 


Billingſgate. 


Sir Henry, who was quite maſter of every 
degree of plauſibility, after gazing on Maria 
in ſilence for a few moments, broke out into 
rapture at the enchanting preference which 6 
her wiſh to_ live with him in retirement, 
conveyed, 


* 


4 


L 2 ce And 
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& And doſt thou then,“ ſaid he, my 
life, my love, doſt thou then conſider my 
ſociety as affording thee more ſatisfaction 
than all the pleaſures of my rank and for- 
tune; than that circle of gaiety, of which 
thou wouldſt ſhine the brighteſt ornament ? 
Oh, Maria ! this goodneſs ſuggeſts a hope, 
that my happineſs may be nearer than I 
lately feared. If you can indeed be content 
with the confined joys of domeſtic life, fuf- 
fer me directly to call you mine. An un- 
lucky change in my affairs may - ſpeedily 
call me to the continent, and can I leave 
you behind? can J abandon you to the cruel 
chance which may perhaps ſeparate -us for- 
ever? Oh! give me a proof of your kind 
regard ; deſpiſe the mercenary forms which 
bind narrow minds, and relieve my oppreſſed 
heart of its moſt painful woes, by conſent- 
ing to a private union,” | wrt | 


* 


« Not without my mother 8 knowledge,” 
ſaid Maria. — 


« Why 


? 
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c Why need your mother,” exclaimed 
he, © be preciſely informed of ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance ? when ſhe permitted my viſits 
here, ſhe clearly proved that ſhe had no 
objection to me as her ſon.” 


„ will never again,” ſaid Maria, „take 
any ſtep without her concurrence. You muſt 
not, fir, look at me with ſuch diſpleaſure. I 


ſeel that it is my duty to place the moſt un- 


bounded confidence in my parent, and I dare 
not act contrary to its ſuggeſtions, I will 
inform her, ſir, of what you propoſe ; nay, . 
I will endeavour to obtain her conſent. If 
ſhe approves, I will confeſs, that for my own 
part J ſhall be happy in ſhewing my diſin- 
tereſted regard by any method, not inconſiſt- 
ent with prudence and virtue. Far from la- 
menting any temporary inconveniencies which 
I may ſuffer, I ſhall rejoice in the thoughit, 
that they will convince you, that my conſent 
is not venal, nor my heart fickle.” 


| would render theſe very ſupportable: when 
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If Neville had propoſed to Maria that ſhe 
ſhould for his ſake have encountered a lion, 
there is no doubt but that the generous ro- 
mantic girl would have ſuppoſed her ſtrength 
equal to the combat. She had heard much 
of the miſery annexed to clandeſtine con- 
nexions, but ſhe thought it was eaſy to en- 
dure the ſarcaſms of a cenſoridus world, the 
pain of jealouſy, the ſuſpence of abſence, and 
the terror of diſcovery. Love, ſhe fancied, 


alas, it is from love that they derive their 
poignancy of anguiſh, 


It often happens that the reſolution which 
ſtands firm againſt diſtant evils, falls to the 
ground at the attack of a ſlight preſent ineon- 
venience. Maria trembled at the thought of 
her mother's diſpleaſure, and found, that the 
plan which in idea appeared feaſible, was 
Hable to many objections when told in ex- 
preſs words. Nay, when ſhe faw Mrs. Wil- 
liams turn an eye of doubt upon her face, her 
mind experienced ſome very painful ſenſa- 

| tions 
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tions, and ſhe abruptly concluded her re- 
lation. | | | 


The terrified mother liſtened with the 
moſt diſtreſſing apprehenſions to her daugh- 
ter's account, and with unſpeakable anxiety 
aſked, * if ſuch a ſtep was reſolved un” 


Maria, with great confuſion, anſwered, 
* that ſhe would by no means conſent with- 
out her knowledge and approbation.” 


« And is only that wanting to recohcile 
you to the variety of wretchedneſs entailed 
nme 


a ' thought,” ſaid the trembling girl, 
that ſome ſtrong mark. of attachment was 
claimed from me, in gratitude to Sir Henry's 
diſintereſted love. I wiſhed to convince 
him that it was my eſteem för his virtues, 
and not regard for his fortune, which influ- 
enced my prompt conſent. And as I know 
mm would never accede to a criminal act, I 
| "WS thought 
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thought your approbation would guard me 


from the reprehenſion of ſuch an union. Its 
inconveniencies I was willing to endure.” 


Mrs. Williams's maternal fears tempted- 
her to exclaim, | * miſtaken, unſuſpicious 
creature, how does your fond heart worſhip 
virtues of its own creation ;” but with an ad- 
mirable caution ſhe checked the ſtruggling 
words, and turning aſide, endeavoured with 
her handkerchief to conceal her emotion. 

Maria perceived her mother's diſtreſs, and 
flung herſelf into her arms. Thou deareſt; 
beſt of parents, indeed I will be guided entire- 
ly by you. Never, never will I, by any act 
of diſobedience; pain your feeling heart, or 
forfeit your regard. I cannot ſupport the 
thought of afflicting you. Speak, tell me 
what to do. I am all duty and cheerful-re- 
ſignation.“ | wr. | 


+» Unable to reply, Mrs. Williams continued 
for ſome moments with her arms folded 
round 


A 
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round Maria, and her head reclined upon her | 
boſom. When a little recovered, ſhe aſſured 
her that ſhe entertained no doubt of the good- 
neſs of her intentions. You know,” ſaid 
ſhe, © where you are concerned, I am very 
apt to feel alarms and fears. When Sir 
Het enry next comes, give me an opportunity 
of talking with him alone; I ſhall be eaſier 
when he has ſolved a few doubts which 
now Pages me.” 


. readily promiſed. She conld have 
ſtaked her life upon his faith, and felt certain, 
that a little converſation would remove every 
obſtacle to mutual eſteem and confidence. 
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Cc HAP. XXII. 


RS. Williams, who read in the myſte- 
rious conduct of the Baronet, every 
infernal ſcheme which his treacherous heart 
formed, armed herſelf for the interview, and 
reſolved to meet, with coldneſs and com- 
plaiſance, the intended ſeducer of her only 
child. 


* 


She was prompted to this painful ſelf- com- 
mand, by the danger of precipitancy. Maria's 
ſtrongeſt, indeed her only guard, was her 
confidence and love to her parent. To hint 
| therefore 
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therefore her ſuſpicions to Sir Henry, would 
be but to irritate him, and expoſe Maria to 
the advantages, which ſhe knew he would 
take of a difference in opinion between them. 
She recollected that her daughter might 
_ eaſily be ſurpriſed when taking a walk ; and 
dreading the mingled efforts of force and 
perſuaſion, thought it beſt to oppoſe art to 
art, till a convincing proof of his character 
had deprived him of his ſtrongeſt a 
Maria's heart. 


When ſhe found herſelf alone with him, 
the began, by telling him, that ſhe had been 
informed of the honour he had done Maria, 
in offering her his hand, and entreated him 
to believe, that both ſhe and her daughter felt 
very forcibly the intended obligation. 


Neville, who by no means expected fuch a 
beginning, recovered from the alarm he felt 
at his approaching catechiſm, and replied, 
e that her conſent, and the dear girl's, would 
make him the happieſt of men,” 

LG V 
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e Maria further informed me, continued 
me, « that it was your wiſh to have your 
nuptials privately ſolemnized. I agree with 
you perfectly, that it would be very comfort- 
able to avoid the confuſion and impertinence 
of a public celebration. But from what my 
girl ſaid, I was led to fancy that you wiſhed, 
your union to be kept entirely ſecret from 
the world. I am certain that you could, not 
form ſuch a deſign, without having ſome 
very powerful reaſons to ſuggeſt. I can- 
not but think ſhe miſunderſtood you. Do 
you really, fir,” wiſh to form a clandeſtine 
marriage ?” 


- A degree of ſeverity in look and manner, 
which in ſpight of Mrs. Williams's endea- 
vours, ſtale into her countenance as ſhe pro- 
- nounced this ſpeech, ſhook Neville to the 
ſoul, and rendered a brilliant harrangue on 
his unhappy ſituation, and paſſionate regard, 
exccedingly incoherent and confuſed. 
OFF 


— 


* 
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Mrs. Williams expreſſed her ſurpriſe, that 
the pain of injured honour which he appeared 
fo ſtrongly to feel, would allow him to employ. 
his thoughts or time, on any object but its 
vindication. Your ſorrow too,” ſaid ſhe, 
cc appears to me of that kind, as will rather be 
aggravated, than receive alleviation, from the 
too exquiſite ſympathy of an apprehenſive, 
affectionate, and inexperienced wife, It 
ſeems wonderſul that you ſhould wiſh to 
cloud the morning of marriage by thoſe ex- 
cruciating cares, which mult attend the pre- 
ſervation of life and reputation.” 5 


te You have juſt notions, madam,” re- 
ſumed Neville, © of love and honour, and 
therefore cannot but know, that both are 
equally jealous and offended * injurious 
ſuſpicions.“ . 


2 * Certainly,” .replied the lady with quick- . 
neſs, © it may alſo be their characteriſtic to- 
conſtrue the well meant attentions, and friend- 
ly enquiries of ſimplicity, into an oblique 

Þ affront, 


\ 


LY 
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affront, without conſidering thit this violent 
irritability is calculated to create, the ann 
which it n | Vs, I 


« ] ſtand corrected, Madam,“ ſaid Sir 
Henry, “ but to remove, or if you pleaſe, 
to prevent your apprehenſions, of grving 
Maria to a murderer or a villain, I have the 
pleaſure to tell you, that the affair I firſt 
mentioned, will [peedily come to an happy 
ifſue, nor will I, till it is concluded, receive 
your daughter's hand.. 


« There will then,” ſaid Mrs. Willams, 
4 be no further need of ſecreſy.“ 


0 My father,“ anſwered the lover, with 

a ſigh, © left his eſtates loaded with encum- 
brances, and my anxiety to ſupport the 
ſplendor of our family, has prevented the 
diminution of them. It is to the eſtate of a 
maternal uncle, who is very rich, and has 
declared me his heir, that I look for relief.” 
Unhappily his extreme avarice, and the per- 
tinacity 


tinacity of his age, will not allow me to 
avow my attachment to your daughter while 
he lives; but as he is very old and infirm, 
the concealment can be but for a ſhort. 
period. During that time I would ſupport 
her in affluence, though not with all the ſplen · 
dor and opulence to which ſhe would here- 
2 be entitled. Pp 


© Had you been fo candid and capes at 
our firſt interview,” returned Mrs. Wilkams, . 
4 ſhould have confidered myſelf bound in 
honour, ro have rejected addreſſes, which + 
wanted the ſanction of fo near a relation, on 
whoſe kindneſs you fo greatly depend. And 
even now it is not too late for you to retract 
them. Maria would, I am confident, feel 
hurt at the idea of ſtealing into a family ſur- 
reptitioufly ; and her fear of difcovery on 
your account, would be much increafed by 
her unwillingneſs to grve pain " your vene- 
_ friend i in his Oy moments.“ 


\ 


Sir 
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Sir Henry walked to the window to con- 
ceal the perturbed marks which pride, rage 
and diſappointment engraved on his counte- 
nance. Mrs. Williams's diſapprobation muſt; 
he perceived, prove fatal to his propoſal of a 

private marriage, by which he had hoped to 
betray the ignorant and credulous Maria, to 
a fictitious celebration. As his difficulties 
increaſed, his reſolution to furmount them 


grew more prevalent. Toelude the mother's 


vigilance, ſecmed an harder taſk, than to eſ- 
cape the watchful guardian of the garden of 
the Heſpcrides : and to prevail on Maria to 
adopt any ſcheme without her knowledge, 
was alike impoſſible. It required the extinc- 
tion of thoſe ſentiments of love and venera- 
tion, which ſcemed interwoven with every 
faculty of her foul. To ſurpriſe: and force 
her from the parental manſion, was indeed 


poſſible; but how could this be done 


without exciting her terror and abhorrence ? 


ſome method muſt however be adopted to 
gain time, but what that ſhould be, it was 


difficult to determine. 24 
| Mrs. 
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Mrs. Williams miſinterpreted Sir Henry” J 
confuſion. .' She was willing to hope it was 
the dawning of repentance, and fancied a lit , 
tle of her rhetoric might 1 the cha 
conviction. 


Permit me,“ ſaid ſne, “to plead the 
cauſe of that family, of whoſe honour and 
ſplendor you have confeſſed yourſelf to be 
tenacious: and let me entreat you not to 
diſgrace them by a conduct, that muſt be 
productive of ſorrow and ſhame. Ladies, 
whoſe, high birth merit your alliance, may, I 
doubt not, be. found, who, to all Maria's 
good qualities, can unite the eſſential requi- 
ſites which ſhe muſt ever want; I mean rank. 
and fortune. By ſuch an alliance you will 
ſecure your uncle's bounty, and at the ſame 
time render it leſs neceſſary, We will never 
follow you with complaints of violated pro- 
miſes: my daughter's principles muſt, pre- 
vent her from reſenting a proceeding, which 
ſhe will own to be right. To the claims of 


your family I could add that of your unborn 
| poſterity ; 


N thanks -- 4 __ * 

7 7 _ {4p * 7 1 * , 
We „ „ 1 
* Ss — 
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 poltenty ; and till more forcibly urge your 
future peace, which will be for ever mur- 
dered by a ſtep, which, when the deluſion of 
paſſion is removed, you will erbt con- 
demn. 


Neville returned to this harangue no other 
anſwer, than that Maria was his choice, by 
which he would till death abide, 


\ 


% 


« ] will not denne continued Mrs. 
Williams, * to dictate your line of conduct 
but I feel it inconſiſtent with my own notions - 

of honour, to encourage your addreſſes, 
_ whilſt you urge the ee ee 
6 concealment.” 


« Tf you are fo determined,“ faid Neville, 
who juſt then thought of a happy plan, 1 
will hazard all my hopes to convince you 
that I am ſincere. I will go to my uncle, 

' avow my love, implore his conſent, and either 
obtain ir, or renounce his intended bequeſt.” 


If, 
* 
195” © > 28 5 8 - 
> A rr — % 
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If, after well weighing its inconvenien- 
cies, you determine on this plan,” ſaid Mrs. 
Williams, «I ſhall urge nothing againſt it. 
Even raſnneſs is preferable to fraud. But 
pray, ſir, in what part of England does this 
benen reſide? | 


Sir Henry, who fancied that this inquiry 
would end in a requeſt for a direction, and 
conſcious that his uncle's houſes ſtood in Uto- 
pla, replied, ee that he generally ſpent his 
time in.travelling, and ſeldom ſtaid long in 


any place.” 


Mrs. Williams. &© Indeed that reſtleſſheſs 
of diſpoſition is rather extraordinary, when 
we conſider his age and infirmities,” 


Sir Henry a little embarraſſed, anſwered, 
« that ſuch a method of life e . r by 
his er | 


net Williams. His illneſs then muſt 
be of a * kind to thoſe complaints 
| with 


* 
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with which old: people are generally Wb 
Reſt and peace, both of mind and body, are, 


you know, the cordials commonly required 
by age.” | 


Sir Henry found ſo many inconveniencies 
attached to his uncle, that he thought it 
would be beſt to ſeem abſent. Mrs. Wil- 
liams therefore could not obtain any thing 
more during this interview, than a deep ſigh 
or an exclamatory monoſyllable. | 


Before ſhe allowed her daughter a private - 
interview with her lover, ſhe deemed it pru- 
dent to fortify her mind againſt wrong im- 
preflions, by her account of the paſt conver- 
fation ; which as it ſtrictly. correſponded with 
truth, I will not repeat. | 


- Maria's heart throbbed at the ciel, and 
when her mother finiſhed, the aſked her, 
« If ſhe did not think Sir Henry's detenmi- 


nation of applying to his uncle, an unan- 
ſwerable proof of integrity and love.“ 


« I will 
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J will tell you my ſentiments,” ſaid the 
good lady, “ when he has * us the re- 
ſult of his application.” 


Soon after this e e news arrived 
of the return of the Raby's, with the intend- 
ed bridegroom. Sir Henry, who had no 
great inclination to meet Pierpoint, and find- 
ing it neceſſary for the proſecution of his 
plan to leave Everdon, determined to be ab- 
ſent during the nuptials of the Major. 

In the farewell interview with Maria, he 
' bitterly lamented, that though he had evin- 
ced the ſtrongeſt marks of generolity and 
confidence, he had found every avenue to 
her mother's heart ſo barred by ſuſpicion, 
that he deſpaired-of eyer gaining her conſent 
to his Ops. 15 


« « My morher,” replied Maria, « has Aa 
generous, exalted, and independant” mind. 
Theſe ſentiments prompt her to behave with 


greater reſerve and caution to you, than ſhe 
| would 
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would to a perſon merely my equal. 


ing artfully made you the dupe of your at- 
tachment to me. Do but er nd ads 
oy and 12 will be Nene 


you a viſit. Your lovely face and enchant- 
toward che attainment of my wiſhes, than any 
can I be certain that your mother will not 


you would produce, by her ſevere and un- 
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fears that the world may accuſe} her of hang 


C7 OP! 1 havk a chem, aid Sir Henry, « 
engage him as it were by accident, to * 


ing ſweetneſs, muſt plead more powerfully 
thing which I can urge. But, my Maria, 


ruin all the happy effects which the ſight of 


complying philoſophy. My uncle is not a 


man of literature, nar does he preſerve” the 
perſona} appearance of a gentleman. Even 


his preſence would not, I fear, convince her, 
that all my intentions are Pure as 1s the angel 


T love.“ 


Maria was offended at his thinking ſo 
men of the candour and frankneſs of her 
beloved 
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beloved parent. “ Alas, ſaid he, « if 1 
loſe thee, life will no longer be an object 
worthy of my care. Doſt thou then think a 
viſit from my uncle will prevent Mrs. Wil- 
liams from ftarting ay freſh difficulties?” 


Maria vehemently pt that ſhe was 
confident it would, Her agitated ſtate of 
mind prevented her from recollecting, that 
the difficulties already ſtarted, originated 
from himſelf _ 


He ſighed the word, adieu, and a thou- 
ſand times repeated his proteſtations, that it 
was eaſy to reſign affluence, pleaſure, life, and 
even any thing bur her. 


Maria grieved that ſo ſevere à teſt of his 
affections was requiſite, but doubted not, 


but that his love would meet the trial, and 


prove victorious, 


END OF VOL, 1. 
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Let perjur'd flaves dull verſe to flatt'ry fit, 
And pow'r reward the proſtituted wit; 

The gen'rous boſom dares with ſcorn behold 
Carruption's baſeneſs tho enſhrin'd with gold ; 
Who, ſteel'd to ilh the th of right defends, 
Is ſnatch'd at once to gild corruption's ends. 
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